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Ealing Green Church (Methodist & United Reformed) 
Minister:  the Rev Susan Male  

07939 150194 ~ susan.d.male@googlemail.com 
 Church Office: egcadministrator@btconnect.com /  

020 8810 0136 
Open Tuesday – Friday 10am ~ 5pm 

Website:  www.ealinggreenchurch.com 
Contributions to Unity:  unitymagazine@hotmail.com  

  
Superintendent 

Rev Rachel 
Bending 07986 461787 

Church Secretary Position Vacant 

Church Secretariat Position Vacant 

Choir Leader Fleur Hatherall 020 8248 6774 

Organist Fleur Hatherall 020 8248 6774 

Communion Steward Nora Masih 

Unity Magazine Lee Horwich 020 8567 2851 

Unity Distributor Helen Harper 

Ecumenical Officer Position Vacant 

Bible Reading Rota Church Office 020 8810 0136 

~ Groups ~ 
Afternoon Bible Study:  first Thursday monthly at 1.30pm 

Monday Fellowship:  2nd & 4th Mondays monthly at 1.45pm 
Choir Practice:  before and after the service each Sunday 

Full details can be found in the weekly notice sheet 
~ You are welcome to come to any meeting ~ 
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March 2023 
  
Welcome to March’s Unity newsletter. 
 
This issue’s contents are listed below.  Thank-you all for your 
contributions throughout the year.   
 

Closing date for contributions for April’s issue is  
March 19th.  Thanks! 

  
Contents:  Page 
From Sue 4 
News of the Church Family 6 
Letters and emails 9 
Church Mission 10 
Pulpit Notice 12 
March 1st St. David’s Day 14 
Mother’s Day / Mothering Sunday 15 
A Couple of other things to think about in March 17 
March 17th St. Patrick’s Day 18 
The Night Shelter 20 
Collection Point: DEC for Turkey and Syria 22 
  
 
 
Front page – A foggy day on Ealing Common. 
If you have a picture (preferably in jpeg format) you would like to 
feature on the front of the newsletter, please let me know. 

Thanks,  
Lee 

My favourite photograph of us together is a picture of me aged 
about 9 or 10 helping the Queen Mother up the steps of Windsor 
Castle.  

I remember the moment because she said to me: “Keep doing 
that for people and you will go a long way in life.” 

Prince William 
 



4 

From Sue    
Dear All 

NIGHT SHELTER 

I am writing this on the first day after we have finished our 8-week 
super-stint as part of the Ealing Churches Winter Night Shelter.  It was a 
real privilege to be part of such an amazing team – even if I did just 
eat and chat, it was wonderful to spend quality time with both guests 
and volunteers alike.  We also – for those who were not involved – had 
a fantastic set of guests this year.  The food was always a treat, and 
Jane and Lee’s leadership made everything easy (for the rest of us, if 
not for themselves).  So, thank you to Jane and Lee, and to everyone 
for such an excellent piece of work!  And the conversation in the 
kitchen last night? …. Who was going to be first on the rota next year? 

TUES - FREE COFFEE MORNINGS EVERY WEEK 

So, the Night shelter has finished for this year.  You could try the 
Tuesday coffee morning, where you and your friends will receive good 
company and free tea and coffee and snacks between 10 and 12 
noon each week. 

LENT 

Lent is upon us.  Lent means lengthening and refers to the gradual 
lengthening of the days as we move further into the spring.  I came 
across a spiritualisation of this this year.  Why not make time this lent for 
yourself to lengthen – to grow in your faith and discipleship?  A monk 
friend told me of an activity he used in a family service.  It lasted the 
whole of Lent.  In the hall where he meets with the families, he had on 
the wall an enormous tree.  As he put it on the wall it was covered in 
autumn leaves.  On the first Sunday in Lent as he taught the families 
about Lent being a time to turn back to God – to say sorry for things 
done wrong, or to try to give up things that are destructive, he asked 
them to make silent prayers of confession, and to think about whether 
there were any bad habits they wanted to work upon – little by little 
….He then encouraged the children to remove the dying leaves from 
the tree and throw them away.  The tree could now grow again.  Each 
week in Lent one or two pieces of fruit were placed on the tree as the 
families were taught to seek ways in Lent which helped them to display 
more of the fruits of the Spirit in their lives – faith, love, joy, gentleness, 
peace, patience, faithfulness, self-control etc. 
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Why don’t we all try this this Lent?  What helps you to calm your life 
down enough to help God to nurture the fruits of the Spirit in you? 

LENT COURSE 

We will be reading Bishop Emma Ineson’s book “Failure – What Jesus 
says about sin, mistakes and messing things up” together.  There is still 
time to join a group because our groups are starting on 6th March 
either in person at 11.15 – 12.45 (latest) at the church or on Zoom – also 
starting on 6th March at 8pm.  Email susan.d.male@gmail.com for a link.  
Please consider joining – you will; grow, and our fellowship will grow as 
we get to know one another better. 

Church Mission Day – 11th March 11 am – 3pm including a light lunch 
AT THE CHURCH! 

It is important that everyone comes to this so that we can plan how to 
go forward together…. What next after night shelter?  Please let me 
know you are coming so that I can sort out numbers for lunch. 

ECUMENICAL FAITH SHARING GROUP at The Benedictine Institute night 
(74 Castlebar Road) 
This meets every 1st  and 3rd Tuesday evening at 8.20 pm – 9.20 pm.  We 
look together at the Gospel passage for the coming Sunday. It needs 
some more Methodists. The next sessions are: 

 Tues 7th March 8.20pm  led by Fr. Peter Tues  
 Tues 21st March 8.20pm led by me! 

VISIT FROM SCHOOL CHILDREN – year 2 – to learn about Easter and 
Lent 24 March 2023 

More details to follow, but please be in touch if you could help with this 
in any way.  If anyone can produce an enormous tree etc. as 
mentioned above, that would be very useful for this day.  Please let me 
know. Thanks. 

In the meantime I wish you all a very fruitful Lent 

With Blessings and prayers 

Sue 
  “February is for curmudgeons, whinge-bags, and misanthropes.  You 

can’t begrudge us one month of the year or blame us for being 
even crabbier, it’s so short.  There is nothing good about it, which is 
why it’s so great.” 

Lionel Shriver 
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News of the Church Family 
BARBARA HAWKINS had a fall and fractured her knee cap.a few weeks 
ago.  After a few days she was transferred to Clayponds Hospital, 
where she was doing very well and managing to walk with a frame.  
Please pray for Barbara as she now has an infection and has been 
transferred back to hospital and is feeling unwell.  

Please pray for DAVID GROVES as he settles in at Elm Lodge Care 
Home in Greenford.  

FLEUR HATHERALL has been feeling unwell for a week or two, but now 
has antibiotics to clear an infection.  We pray they will be effective 
very quickly.  

Please pray for JANETTE PENDER as she anxiously awaits her eye surgery 
at the beginning of March. 

JEM HORWICH is recovering from a similar procedure and can confirm 
it’s had a marked improvement to her sight. 

PAUL MARTIN, Marian's husband, is having a knee replacement at the 
end of February.  Please pray for him and for their son JONATHON, who 
is moving house.  Also for MARIAN, who is concerned about them 
both.  

JEAN ROSE has changed some of her medication and is gradually 
getting more mobility in her shoulders.  We pray that this will continue.  
Jean sadly lost a close Guyanese friend that she has known for over 60 
years.  However she has the joy of another great Grandchild, a baby 
girl, Wavey, a sister for Goldie and Tenessee. 

Please also pray for ANTONYA and BERTIE KLOETGEN.  Antonya's 
stepfather, HARI, is unwell with a heart condition in Paris 

Bertie's Mum MARY, is unwell in Athens and Bertie is going back and 
forth arranging care for her.  

Sadly we have had to say 'Goodbye' to COLIN AND MERLE PAIGE as 
they returned to South Africa on 23rd February, having spent 7 months 
in the UK.  We pray they will settle happily in their new flat in a different 
area of SA, and that it will not be too long before they return to see us 
again.  

As well as praying for all those mentioned, we pray for anyone in our 
Church Family who may be struggling at the moment, for any reason.  
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We pray that they will be aware of God's presence with them and 
receive His comfort and strength for the days ahead. 

Gill Hatherall 

 
 
Reflecting Together on Holy Communion 
Outstanding sessions of these continuing study group meetings are: 

Session 6 Holy Communion and anticipation 

Sunday 23rd April 6pm at Kingsdown, or 
Monday 24th April at 11.15 am at Ealing Green 

Session 7 Holy Communion, mission and justice 

Sunday 21st May 6pm at Kingsdown, or 
Monday 22nd May at 11.15 am at Ealing Green 

Session 8 Holy Communion and invitation to the feast 

Sunday 25th June 6pm at Kingsdown, or  
Monday 26th June at 11.15 am at Ealing Green 

Session 9 Holy Communion across the Christian denominations 

Sunday 2nd July 6pm at Kingsdown, or 
Monday 3rd July at 11.15 am at Ealing Green 

It would help me to know if you intend participating in these - either 
regularly or sometimes.  If you need a Zoom version in order to 
participate please be in touch.      Sue 

 

  
Playing the board game of ‘Who wants to be a Millionaire?’ with 
my grandchildren, a Shakespearean question came up: How 
many ghosts does Hamlet see?  a)1, b)2, c)3 d)4.   

My grandson though for a moment, then said, “Dunno. Which play 
is Hamlet in?” 
“Not sure” replied my granddaughter, “I think it was Macbeth.” 

I bought them a copy of The Complete Works of Shakespeare for 
Christmas 



8 

Unity 
We are almost out of February, which is a major milestone for me this 
year in particular.   

The Night shelter at Ealing Green has almost run its course and I have 
enjoyed walking home in the morning after the overnight shift noting 
how the dark cold days of early January have given way to the less 
cold and steadily brightening mornings through the last few weeks.  I 
imagine the change has been noticed by all of those who have so 
enthusiastically contributed to the Night Shelter through these last two 
months and whose work is so much appreciated. 

But, after a short break away, we will be taking the opportunity of the 
extra time and the (hopefully) more clement weather to get out a bit 
more.  I was lucky enough last week to take my mother to Kew 
Gardens, and in a sheltered spot it was a real blessing to be able to sit 
in the sun and let the world go by. 

As you know, March 1st is St. David’s day during which, if you are Welsh, 
you are encouraged to wear a daffodil in your lapel or to eat a leek.  
Actually when I went to South Korea I was amazed at the ubiquity of 
leeks in markets and supermarkets.  I had always thought of it as a 
particularly British, if not Welsh, vegetable, but there it, or they, were, 
piled high wherever fresh veg were sold. 

March 11th is Mission Day.  There is more information about this on page 
10, so please consider that day. 

Just over a week after that we have Mothering Sunday on the 19th.  I 
was surprised how it came about when it was such a long standing 
‘tradition’ in the UK.  More on page 15.   

On the 21st we have the spring equinox which, for me is the turning 
point when we really are into spring, and this is confirmed a few days 
later on the 26th, when we turn the clocks forward (spring forward, fall 
back) and start Summer Time. 

I was sent a note on scams associated with the use of credit cards.  As 
there are so many scams around today, it might be worth giving the 
advice on page 16 a minute. 

Otherwise I hope you enjoy the longer and warmer days of spring.  

God bless you  
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Letters and emails 

 

 

From: Marian Martin 

I would like to thank all the members of the church for their prayers 
following the passing away of my father in law , John Martin.  

He passed away peacefully at home surrounded by his family after a 
battle with dementia.  He was 95 and had had a marvellous life with his 
wife of 71 years. 

Born and raised and lived in Ealing all his life.  He enjoyed playing 
tennis, running his allotment and was an avid Brentford fan since a 
young boy. 

He was a lovely, kind gentle man and a perfect gentleman, husband, 
father, grandfather and great grandfather.  

He will be sorely missed.  However he is now at peace. 

Thank you all 
Marian Martin  

 

From: Marion McNeill 

Thank you for sending me a copy of Unity 
each month.  It is lovely to be able to catch 
up with everything and everyone at Ealing 
Green. There is always so much to read! 

Please remember me to everyone at the 
Church.  I am thoroughly enjoying life up 
here in Kinross (see on the map) - it is being 
led at a much slower and quieter pace than 
in West London - which suits me very well!  I 
have been made very welcome among my neighbours and in the 
local Parish Church and am enjoying exploring the surrounding area 
and countryside of Kinross-shire and the historic and ancient Kingdom 
of Fife - a part of Scotland I knew little about prior to my arrival.  

Kind regards 
Marion 
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So, what is next for Ealing Green church and where 
do you fit in? –  

Saturday 11th March 11:00 – 3:00 in the church 
Lunch kindly provided by Helen.  A Time to be together, to eat 
together and to step into our church’s future together 

Dear Ealing Green Friends, 

With the threat from Covid-19 now over, I want to invite you to come 
to this special day to spend some time together outside of worship, 
and to work together to be and to build the church community for 
God in this place at this time. 

The pandemic has left scars on everything, and the church is no 
exception. We need to act to ensure a healthy and fruitful future for 
our church. BUT this also provides us with an opportunity to regroup 
and to refocus: 

 In this place and time, What are we here for? 
 How can we build upon the good things we already do to be 

more and more the church that God wants us to be for Him? 
 How are we going to resource that? 
 What can YOU do to help? 
 You know that St. Paul taught us of a church that is made up of 

ALL of its many parts. 
o All belong 
o All have a unique part to play 
o All have a crucial part to play 
o All – through God’s Spirit can grow and learn and develop in 

His community – from the youngest to the oldest. 
o All members of the body have a responsibility to be involved. 

That responsibility leads to joy, fellowship, friendship with God 
and with others, purpose and fulfilment for all of the 
members of the church. With one person missing, there is 
something lost. 

How could you not want to be part of that?  Let’s not see ourselves as 
a “church which used to be bigger and mourns for that past”.  Let’s 
see ourselves as the church we are … small … devoted to God … with 
a mission to fulfil for Him now!  You belong here.  You obviously value 
coming. 



11 

Please come along on Saturday 11th March at 11.00am to show us that 
you are committed to ensuring that Ealing Green Church has a special 
place in your life, and in the life of the community around us in the 
coming months and years. 

Please let me know that you are coming by 5th March so that I can 
give numbers to Helen for lunch.  My contacts are below. 

With my love, prayers and blessings  
Sue ·  

susan.d.male@googlemail.com 
020 8579 8114 
07939 150194 

 
Church Flowers....Appeal for donors and/or arrangers 

I am now trying to prepare the Flower rota for 2023.   

You are invited to remember any special anniversary, birthday or 
occasion for family or friends, by donating money for flowers on a 
Sunday of your choice.  If you would like to give the flowers on a 
specific Sunday, please let me know ASAP.  

You do not need to arrange the flowers as well, if you do not wish to, 
but if you could be persuaded to 'give it a go', that would be 
wonderful....it can be a simple arrangement....just a bunch of flowers is 
fine.  The Flower Fund relies on your monetary support for floral 
decoration, Sunday by Sunday, to enhance our worship.  

Thank you for your continued support.     Gill Hatherall 
  

I was reading a book to my grandson, Adam, about a little girl who 
didn’t know her manners.  In the story, the mother gives her little 
girls a plate of hamburger and chips and says “What’s the magic 
word?” 
“Gravy!” comes the reply.   
“What should she have said?” I asked Adam. 
He didn’t hesitate, “Ketchup!” 

Phyl Jarski 
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The Methodist Church 
Ealing Trinity Circuit 
 

Ealing Trinity Circuit Office 
Kingsdown Methodist Church 
Kingsdown Ave 
West Ealing 
London W13 9PR 
 
tel: 020 8579 1339 
e-mail: ealing.trinity@btconnect.com 
Website:  www.ealingtrinity.org.uk 
 
Pulpit Notice 
 
No 567  14th February 2023 

Lent Course 2023 

Join a group to read together and discuss Emma Inesen’s book – 
“FAILURE – What Jesus said about sin, mistakes and messing stuff up” 

Emma Ineson is an Anglican Bishop.  In 2019, she wrote about ambition 
and what it means for Christians to be successful. And then there was a 
global pandemic …. Suddenly, failure began to feel very much more 
familiar than success. 

The following is taken from the back cover of her book: 

But what is failure? And what did Jesus think of it? At the start of this 
hugely engaging book, it is suggested that our tendency to lump all 
kinds of failure together is rather unhelpful. Moving “towards an 
(imperfect) theology of failure; Emma offers a more nuanced 
understanding, as well as practical advice on how to live well with the 
mess of everyday life. She looks at questions of whether sin is individual 
or corporate, God’s purpose for the church, and what to do about the 
church’s divisions and decision making. 

As the book nears an end, we are drawn deep into the mystery of Holy 
Saturday and what appears to be the greatest failure of all. Yet gazing 
at Jesus – who knows and loves us in all our guilty imperfection – we 
may discern, in the heartache, vulnerability and humility of failure, the 
glory of the cross. 
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Each session of the Lent course will last no more than 1½ hours. In 
preparation for the session you will need to read a chapter of the 
book, to come with one insight or question from the chapter that you 
would like to share or explore with others, and then there are questions 
for us to consider together. 

Here are the titles of the chapters for each week: 

Chapter 1 Why I wrote this book 
Chapter 2 What is failure? 
Chapter 3 Sin, guilt and human nature: towards an imperfect theology 
of failure (sort of) 
Chapter 4 The failing church 
Chapter 5 The greatest failure of all 
Chapter 6 How to fail really well 

Here are the different groups and their session times for each chapter 
across the Circuit. You can do different sessions in different groups as 
you wish. 

Monday mornings 11.15 am at Ealing Green Church led by Rev Sue 
Male 
March 6; March 13; March 20; March 27; April 3; April 17 

Monday evenings 8.00pm on zoom led by Rev Sue Male  
(email susan.d.male@gmail.com for link) 
March 6; March 13; March 20; April 3 (ch 4 & 5); April 17 

Thursday evenings 8.00pm on zoom led by Rev Rachel Bending  
(email ealing.trinity@btconnect.com or rachelbending@hotmail.com 
for link) 
February 23; March 2; March 9; March 16; March 23; March 30 

Sunday evenings 6.30pm at Greenford led by Rev Rachel Bending 
February 26; March 5; March 12; March 19; March 26; April 2 

‘Failure’ by Emma Inesen is the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book 
2023 and is available from bookshops priced £10.99 or online from: 

Coles Books (https://coles-books.co.uk) ; Waterstones 
(www.waterstones.com) ; Amazon (www.amazon.co.uk)  ; Church 
House Bookshop (https://chbookshop.hymnsam.co.uk) – price £8.99 
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March 1st – Saint David’s Day 
Saint David (Welsh: Dewi Sant) was born in 
Caerfai, south west Wales into an 
aristocratic family.  He was reportedly a 
scion of the royal house of Ceredigion, and 
founded a Celtic monastic community at 
Glyn Rhosyn (The Vale of Roses) on the 
western headland of Pembrokeshire at the 
spot where St Davids Cathedral stands 
today. 

David's fame as a teacher and his 
asceticism spread among Celtic Christians, 
and he helped found up to 12 monasteries.  
His foundation at Glyn Rhosyn became an 
important Christian shrine, and the most 
important centre in Wales. The date of 
Saint David's death is believed to be 1 March 589.  His final words to the 
community of monks were: "Brothers be ye constant.  The yoke which 
with single mind ye have taken, bear ye to the end; and whatsoever 
ye have seen with me and heard, keep and fulfil."  

For centuries, 1st  March has been a national festival.  Saint David was 
recognised as a national patron saint in the 12th century at a peak time 
of Welsh resistance to the Normans.  He was canonised by Pope 
Callixtus II in 1120.  The 17th  century diarist Samuel Pepys noted how 
Welsh celebrations in London for Saint David's Day would spark wider 
counter-celebrations amongst their English neighbours: life-sized 
effigies of Welshmen were symbolically lynched, and by the 18th 
century the custom had arisen of confectioners producing "taffies" - 
gingerbread figures baked in the shape of a Welshman riding a goat—
on Saint David's Day.  

In the poem Armes Prydein (The Prophesy of Britain), composed in the 
early to mid-10th century, the anonymous author prophesies that the 
Cymry (the Welsh people) will unite and join an alliance of fellow-Celts 
to repel the Anglo-Saxons, under the banner of Saint David: “A lluman 
glân Dewi a ddyrchafant” ("And they will raise the pure banner of 
Dewi").  A prophecy, happily that looks unlikely to happen, but . .  . 
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Mother’s Day / Mothering Sunday 
Not only does it land on a different date each year, but different 
countries around the world also celebrate it at different times. 

Unlike Christmas, Valentine’s Day and Halloween, Mothering 
Sunday falls on different dates in different countries every year. 

This year, the UK will celebrate Mother’s Day on Sunday, March 19.  The 
UK date of this celebration is rooted in the Christian observance of 
Mothering Sunday.  Mothering Sunday takes place on the fourth 
Sunday in Lent, exactly three weeks before Easter Sunday. 

This observance originated in the Middle Ages, when children who had 
left their families to work in domestic service were allowed to go to 
their home – or “mother” – church. 

The journey home morphed into a spring occasion for families to 
reunite, which eventually adopted the custom of children picking 
flowers on the way home as a gift to their mothers. 

The date also became a celebration as the fasting rules of Lent were 
relaxed, earning the day the name of Refreshment Sunday, Simnel 
Sunday - after the simnel cakes traditionally baked on the day - and 
Pudding Pie Sunday to some. 

How did Mothering Sunday become Mother’s Day? 

Mother’s Day began in America in 1907.  Anna Jarvis, the daughter of 
a peace activist who treated wounded soldiers in the American Civil 
War, campaigned for a day to honour the role played by mothers.  The 
idea gained such traction that, by 1911, all US states took on the 
holiday, and it was declared a national holiday by President Woodrow 
Wilson in 1914.  Eventually, this tradition reached the UK, and Mothering 
Sunday became more popularly known as Mother’s Day. 

Mother’s Day has become more secular and commercialised and is 
now celebrated globally.  Some countries gave it a religious meaning - 
which has been gradually lost over the years.  In other countries, the 
date is based on seasons or times of the year. 

Whilst Nigeria joins the UK and Ireland in celebrating mothers on the 
fourth Sunday of Lent, most countries around the world follow 
America’s lead in celebrating the holiday on the second Sunday in 
May.  Others still - including Russia, Vietnam and Afghanistan - mark the 
occasion on International Women’s Day on March 8. 
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In France, the festivity is traditionally celebrated on the last Sunday of 
May but it is moved to the first Sunday of June if it coincides with 
Pentecost day, 

Beat the Scammers  
A safety tip for if you are buying something using your credit/debit 
card, and you are not entirely sure how reliable the seller is.  

Insert your card in the machine, and then input an incorrect PIN 
number.   The machine should come up with a message saying 
incorrect PIN, please enter again. In which case you can enter your 
correct PIN and complete the transaction.  

If the machine accepts the incorrect pin number, and gives a receipt, 
it is a counterfeit machine trying to take your PIN number to access 
your account.  

In that case remove your card and refuse the transaction, safe in the 
knowledge that they have not got your correct PIN number, nor been 
able to take any money from your account.  So it's a simple way to 
keep safe. 

A Poem for Spring, thanks from Helen: 
Long-idling Spring may come 
With such sweet suddenness 
It's past the wit of man 
    His joy to express. 

To see in the cold clods 
Green weed t'wixt stone and stone! 
The violet nod in flower 
   His frail stalk on; 

To watch the wintry sky 
Shed pallor from its blue: 
And beams of purest light 
   And heat pierce through! 

To share, to live, to be 
Merely a reflex of 
Earth's old divine delight, 
   And peace, and love! 

(Walter de la Mare 1873-1956) 
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A couple of other things you might want to think 
about for March: 
National Day of Unplugging 3rd to 4th March 

Have a 24-hour respite from technology, to inspire you to have a more 
healthy life/tech balance.  Take an hour or a full day away from 
technology. 

International Woman's Day 8th March 

This is a United Nations recognised event to celebrate women's 
achievements no matter their national, ethnic, linguistic, cultural, 
economic or political situation or identity.  It is also about campaigning 
for gender equality and universal suffrage around the globe. 

Whilst International Women's Day is not widely celebrated in the UK, it is 
a national holiday in almost 30 countries, mainly in Eastern Europe and 
Africa. 

Red Nose Day 17th March  as is St. Patrick’s Day – (see next page) 

Red Nose Day is a fundraising event run by the charity Comic Relief, to 
raise money for people in the UK and around the world, to tackle the 
most pressing issues of the moment. 

The main event is a telethon shown on BBC 1 on the Friday evening. 
The show consists of top comedy stars, actors and comedians doing 
funny things to raise money. 

Global Recycling Day 18th March 

A day to recognize, and celebrate, the importance recycling plays in 
preserving our precious primary resources and securing the future of 
our planet. It is a day for the world to come together and put the 
planet first. 

Earth Hour 25th March 

Organised by the World Wildlife Fund, individuals, organisations and 
businesses are asked to turn off non-essential electric lights for one hour 
as a symbol of commitment to the planet. 

 
  It’s only natural that a person becomes quieter as they grow older.  

They’ve more to keep quiet about. 
Samuel Butler 
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March 17th St. Patrick’s Day 
Saint Patrick was a 5th -century Romano-
British Christian missionary and Bishop in 
Ireland.  

Much of what is known about Saint Patrick 
comes from the Declaration, which was 
allegedly written by Patrick himself.  It is 
believed that he was born in Roman Britain 
in the fourth century, into a wealthy 
Romano-British family.  His father was a 
Deacon and his grandfather was a priest in 
the Christian church.  

According to the Declaration, at the age 
of sixteen, he was kidnapped by Irish raiders and taken as a slave to 
Gaelic Ireland.   It says that he spent six years there working as a 
shepherd and that during this time he found God.  

The Declaration says that God told Patrick to flee to the coast, where a 
ship would be waiting to take him home.  After making his way home, 
Patrick went on to become a priest. 

According to tradition, Patrick returned to Ireland to convert the 
pagan Irish to Christianity.  The Declaration says that he spent many 
years evangelising in the northern half of Ireland and converted 
thousands. 

Patrick's efforts were eventually turned into an allegory in which he 
drove "snakes" out of Ireland, despite the fact that snakes were not 
known to inhabit the region.  

Tradition holds that he died on 17 March and was buried at 
Downpatrick.   Over the following centuries, many legends grew up 
around Patrick and he became Ireland's foremost saint. 

 

 
Age is not an accomplishment, and youth is not a sin. 

Robert Henlein 
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The London Walk 2023 – ‘stepping 

On the evening of Friday 10th
(WLM) will once again be taking part in the
organised by our friends the
brings charities working in homelessness in the city together to walk as 
one.  Together we’re aiming to raise £250,000 to fight against 
homelessness and support those affected by it.
walked through London through th
the sector.   
Join us!  Choose from 3 routes: 

 a 10k,  
 a half marathon, and a
 a full marathon, all through central London.

We’ll start and finish at the beautiful St Martin’s in
Square where there will be entertainment, food and drinks.
The walk is due to start at 9pm and the estimated finishing times for 
each distance are: 

 10k: 11:30pm 
 Half marathon: 1:30am
 Full marathon: 5:30am

Places only cost £25 and have a 
minimum sponsorship of £150 (10k), 
£250 (half marathon), or £350 (full 
marathon). 

By taking part in the LHC London 
Walk for WLM you’ll be supporting WLM’s vit
and Criminal Justice services through which we work to prevent 
homelessness and support those going through tough times. Your 
support is invaluable to our services and makes such a difference in the 
lives of the people we support

‘stepping up for homelessness’

Friday 10th March 2023 The West London Mission 
will once again be taking part in the London Walk

organised by our friends the London Homeless Collective
brings charities working in homelessness in the city together to walk as 

Together we’re aiming to raise £250,000 to fight against 
homelessness and support those affected by it.  Last year 300 of us 
walked through London through the night and raised £100,000 across 

Choose from 3 routes:  

half marathon, and a  
marathon, all through central London. 

We’ll start and finish at the beautiful St Martin’s in-the-
Square where there will be entertainment, food and drinks.
The walk is due to start at 9pm and the estimated finishing times for 

Half marathon: 1:30am 
Full marathon: 5:30am 

Places only cost £25 and have a 
minimum sponsorship of £150 (10k), 
£250 (half marathon), or £350 (full 

By taking part in the LHC London 
Walk for WLM you’ll be supporting WLM’s vital Community, Counselling, 
and Criminal Justice services through which we work to prevent 
homelessness and support those going through tough times. Your 
support is invaluable to our services and makes such a difference in the 
lives of the people we support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
up for homelessness’ 

The West London Mission 
London Walk, a night walk 

lective.  This walk 
brings charities working in homelessness in the city together to walk as 

Together we’re aiming to raise £250,000 to fight against 
ear 300 of us 

e night and raised £100,000 across 

-Field in Trafalgar 
Square where there will be entertainment, food and drinks. 
The walk is due to start at 9pm and the estimated finishing times for 

al Community, Counselling, 
and Criminal Justice services through which we work to prevent 
homelessness and support those going through tough times. Your 
support is invaluable to our services and makes such a difference in the 
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The Night Shelter 
So that’s it – at least for this year.  We have done 
our bit to help and we understand that it has 
been appreciated by the guests who it has been 
our pleasure to have served. 

Jane and I would like to thank, on behalf of the 
Ealing Churches Winter Night Shelter, those 
stalwarts who have turned up week in and week out to support Ealing 
Green’s contribution to the ECWNS.   

[Below - The evening shift!] 

 

Our thanks go to: 

Sarah, for always being there to receive the beds, duvets and pillows. 

Paul for mastering the boiler (for the shower hot water), being shower 
monitor and becoming an expert on rapid bed assembly. 
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JaneB,  SueG, Gill H for making beds with an efficiency that would 
impress many a nurse – oh you already knew! 

Keir, Phillippa with husband and friends, and Helen plus support from 
Linda, Joan and others producing memorable (and filling) meals for 
the guests and volunteers. 

Chrissy, Antonya, Brian, Keir (again) and Hector for staying awake 
through the nights when needed (and sorting the alarm when it just 
wouldn’t stop). 

Phil, Kate, Jo, Fleur and Helen (again) for getting out of bed at an 
unearthly hour to wake up those (above) falling asleep then preparing 
breakfast and food for the guests to take with them, deconstructing 
the beds and miraculously making the place tidy again in the morning. 

Sarah (again) for the essential Marigold duty in the mornings. 

Fleur (again) and Deb for transporting the beds, duvets and pillows to 
their next destination  

and 

lastly, but by no means leastly (is that a word?) Louise and Sally for 
getting out their washboards, and scrubbing the towels and bedding, 
and, more importantly, getting them dry (no mean feat in January) for 
the following week. 

We’ve also had much appreciated help from SueM, Dennis and 
Barbara, Gordon (sans tan, though he claims he was in Florida) and Pat 
& Martyn. 

We also are grateful for Barbara, Linda and others who contributed 
hugely welcome toiletries and other items, (underwear, warm socks, 
clothing, bags and all sorts of useful items) for our guests. 

And if I have missed anyone, my humble apologies. 

To all of you, from the guests and us, a huge, Thank You. 

OK to do it again next year? 
 Lee & Jane  

 
 
 
  

What is wrong with settling down with a good book into a rocking 
chair by the fireside, wearing a comfy pair of slippers if that is what 
makes you happy? 

Eloise Pagett 
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Collection Point  
Last month in these pages I included Healing Touch School.  I was not 
aware of the situation and apologise for 
in that appeal (see below).

Unfortunately, Healing Touch School 
sending funds to be distributed to the children, who had of course 
been placed in other schools/colleges.
which funds were paid, has defaulted, and Government may close the 
charity. In meantime, we have ceased to transfer any funds.
Stalin will be arranging a meeting to update everybody.  At present 
this is scheduled for March
the light of it conflicting with 
date.  Please stay tuned for any updates on this.
 

 

 

Southern Turkey and 
Northwest Syria 
This month, in the light of the 
tragic situation resulting from the 
destruction and loss of life in 
area of Turkey and Syria, shown 
in red in this map, our collection 
for March is to be sent in support 
of DEC.  

Well over 45,000 people (at the 
time of writing this – the numbers 
are expected to go much 
higher) have died and many 
thousands are injured in the affected areas of

17 Million people in the area
need of shelter, food and medical aid.

Last month in these pages I included Healing Touch School.  I was not 
aware of the situation and apologise for the misinformation I included 
in that appeal (see below). 

Unfortunately, Healing Touch School no longer exists but we were still 
sending funds to be distributed to the children, who had of course 
been placed in other schools/colleges. However, the Charity, through 
which funds were paid, has defaulted, and Government may close the 

me, we have ceased to transfer any funds.
Stalin will be arranging a meeting to update everybody.  At present 

March 11th, but that date may well be changed in 
the light of it conflicting with Church’s Mission Day, planned for that 

Please stay tuned for any updates on this. 

Turkey and 

This month, in the light of the 
situation resulting from the 

destruction and loss of life in the 
, shown 

our collection 
for March is to be sent in support 

(at the 
the numbers 

are expected to go much 
have died and many 

the affected areas of Turkey and Syria

people in the area are affected, many of them in urgent 
need of shelter, food and medical aid. 

Last month in these pages I included Healing Touch School.  I was not 
ation I included 

no longer exists but we were still 
sending funds to be distributed to the children, who had of course 

However, the Charity, through 
which funds were paid, has defaulted, and Government may close the 

me, we have ceased to transfer any funds. 
Stalin will be arranging a meeting to update everybody.  At present 

, but that date may well be changed in 
Church’s Mission Day, planned for that 

urkey and Syria. 

many of them in urgent 
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The first deadly 
earthquake struck while 
people were inside their 
homes, asleep in their 
beds, with no warning 
signs.  Thousands of 
buildings, including 
hospitals and schools, 
have collapsed and 
infrastructure has been 
badly damaged.  Local 

responders have been desperately searching through the rubble for 
survivors, although this period is now, regretfully coming to an end as 
fewer and fewer people are able to withstand the conditions under 
the rubble, or the cold. 

People have been left without shelter in freezing winter conditions and 
desperately need blankets, emergency shelter, food and clean water.  

DEC charities and their local partners are among the first responders 
providing urgent help.  Immediate priorities are search and rescue, 
medical treatment for the injured, shelter for those who have lost their 
homes, heating in safe spaces, blankets, warm clothes, and ensuring 
people have food and clean water.  

How you can help 

You can help people affected by the crisis by making a donation and 
helping to raise money through the church collection which will go to 
the DEC appeal.  This will allow DEC charities and their local partners to 
scale up their response and reach more people. 

 £10 could provide blankets to keep two people warm 
 £25 could provide emergency food for a family for ten days  
 £50 could provide emergency shelter for two families  
 

How DEC charities are 
helping people affected by 
the earthquakes 

 The British Red Cross are 
working through the 
Turkish Red Crescent 
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which is delivering tents, blankets, kitchen sets and food. 
 In Turkey, CARE International has been distributing winter clothes, 

blankets, generators, food and drinking water.  In Syria, it will be 
using DEC funding to distribute stocks of essential items including 
tents and blankets provided by the UK Government. 

 Save the Children have been distributing hot meals in Hatay, 
Turkey, one of the most severely affected areas. 

 SEMA, a local partner of Age International, delivered 50 
emergency shelter tents in Idlib, north-west Syria, and is providing 
hospital treatment to people injured in the earthquake. 

 The International Rescue Committee is working with partners to 
support hospitals and other health care services as well as 
providing dignity kits and household items. 

 

 

 

Please give generously - Thank you and God bless you 

 

 

 
 From Kingsdown Church 
 
There will be a sale of goods in aid of the AllWeCan Turkey/Syria 
Earthquake Appeal. 
 

Place: Kingsdown Church, Small car park 
Date and Time: Sat March 4th from 10.00-15.00. 

Olwen Britton 
 


