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020 8810 0136 
Open Tuesday – Friday 10am ~ 5pm 
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Bible Reading Rota Church Office 020 8810 0136 
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Afternoon Bible Study:  first Thursday monthly at 1.30pm 

Monday Fellowship:  2nd & 4th Mondays monthly at 1.45pm 
Choir Practice:  before and after the service each Sunday 

Full details can be found in the weekly notice sheet 
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December 2022 
  
Welcome to December’s Unity newsletter. 
 
This issue’s contents are listed below.  Thank-you all for your 
contributions throughout the year.   
 

Closing date for contributions for January’s issue is  
December 11th, Thanks! 

  
Contents:  Page 
From Sue 4 
News of the Church Family 6 
Letters and emails 9 
Encounter 2023 11 
Letter from the URC Thames North Moderator 12 
Ron Honor 14 
Church Flowers / ESO Concert Information 15 
Pastoral Carol Singing / Poems 16 
Why I hate Warm Banks (and why my church is opening one) 17 
Ealing Churches Winter Night Shelter 20 
Collection Point: Crisis 22 
The Back Page – Christmas services 24 
  
Front page – Lights in Oxford Street showing a not-purely-consumer 
orientated image for Christmas. 
If you have a picture (preferably in jpeg format) you would like to 
feature on the front of the newsletter, please let me know. 

Thanks,  
Lee 

Christmas is a necessity.  There has to be at least one day of the 
year to remind us that we're here for something else besides 
ourselves.” 

― Eric Severeid 
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From Sue    
Dear Friends 

What are we actually waiting for this Advent? 

Just this week I booked in a course for July 2023.  It is on prayer and 
liturgy and on the very different ways we all present ourselves to the 
world.  I am very excited about it.  I can feel the excitement inside me 
as I think about it, particularly when at present the work pile seems 
literally unending, and probably is.  I like to think about it, reflect on the 
good time I will have …. The rest and the sleep alongside it! 

What’s more if you ask me what I might study when I have my next 
sabbatical – 2 years away … I will be able to give you a pretty 
comprehensive idea of what I am going to do!  I don’t know if it is 
actually what I will do but it is another time to look forward to when I 
can delve into the kind of study I cannot do in the normal course of 
things. 

Just two of the many things in life I am looking forward to. 

What are you looking forward to? 

Sometimes Christians look askance at Father Christmas.  I have even 
heard them suggest that Santa is an anagram for something else!  Yet I 
have to disagree.  I do not wait with bated breath for Father Christmas 
these days, but boy can I remember the excitement when I did.  I 
certainly knew what it was to wait then – to be excited, to count down 
the days and to do my part in preparing for Christmas by buying those 
presents myself and wrapping them in beautiful paper to give to those 
who I chose to.  It was absolutely magical.  And the day came, and he 
(Father Christmas) came and I gave out my presents too, and we all 
felt special and very spoiled! 

And Santa of course means Saint! 

Just the other day I found myself thinking, picturing in my mind the 
windows of the little Methodist Church in Tadley.  I was seeing quite a 
detailed picture.  This was not my local church but I did go there every 
Christmas Eve with my mum for their carol service.  This again was 
magical.  I almost want to use another word … but I was a little girl … 
and the crowds and the Christmas tree and the carols and the 
chorister who acted the part of Good King Wenceslas – were all to me 
magical … although I did remember and cherish that story of the little 
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baby born in a stable … and that night, that church could have been 
the stable for me…. And certainly it was a stopping off point on the 
journey. 

And I did not throw Jesus out with Father Christmas.  As a teenager 
through to my early twenties, I went to the pub like my friends did … 
but we did not drink too much like the others because at about 11 pm 
we left the pub and walked to church …. Any church – we all 
belonged to different ones, so took turns – and we sat with that same 
joy as we participated in “Midnight Communion … or Mass” 
depending on where we were worshipping on that occasion. 

This is something I still look forward to with excitement, joy, love. (Join in 
everything we do at Ealing Green this Advent and Christmas – but if 
the Midnight service is as crucial for you as it is for me … join me at 
Hanwell at 11.30 pm where I will be full of joy as I lead Midnight 
Communion!  And – definitely – making new memories of what 
Christmas means to me) 

What are your memories? 

What were you waiting for each Christmas? 

So what are we waiting for now? 

We know the story. 

Jesus is coming 

But we know he is also already here. 

How can we see it anew? 

Humans like a story …and each Christmas gives us a new opportunity 
to engage with that story as we are at that time. 

How do you feel now about that little baby coming into the world? 

Coming into your world? 

Every time you approach Him he gives you something new. 

What is He giving you now? 

Sit with Him a while as he gives and explains and loves. 

Encounter Him anew 

This is what we wait for … although for each of us the “what” is 
different. 

And you … what will you give to Him this Christmas? 
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How can you be with Him anew? 

We are not just waiting for the repetition of the story – great as it is – we 
are waiting for an opportunity to spend some time with our God: 

 To consider why He came 

 To consider how He still comes 

 To consider who we are for Him 

 To bring our own questions and responses to Him that we may 
discover something new, and celebrate it. 

Make some new memories for yourselves and for others this Christmas 

… and who can you invite to join us for our services and activities to 
make it more memorable for all? 

Happy Advent … and Christmas when it comes 

Sue 
PS Saturday 3rd Dec 10 am – 1pm 

There will be a Circuit Advent Quiet morning on the subject of Journeys 
run by an experienced Spiritual Director and Quiet day leader at Ealing 
Green Church.  More information to follow.  Let me know if you are 
interested 

With Blessings 

Sue 
News of the Church Family 
On 16th November, our dear friend, 95year old RON HONOR, slipped 
peacefully into the arms of His loving God, and is reunited with his 
beloved Edie. 

We send our love and sympathy to his friends and relations, especially 
Deb and her family who have always included him in their family 
occasions. 

I am sure that all of us at Ealing Green will miss him and remember him 
fondly.   May Ron rest in peace and rise in glory.  

Funeral arrangements are on page 14 
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At the end of November, WINNIE TANG is returning home to Hong Kong 
for a few months.  Enjoy your time with your family, Winnie.  We look 
forward to having you back with us in March.  

We wish all our Church Family and any other readers of Unity, a Happy 
Christmas and a peaceful and healthy 2023 

As well as praying for those mentioned above, we pray for anyone in 
our Church Family who may be struggling at the moment, for any 
reason.  We pray that they will be aware of God's presence with them 
and receive His comfort and strength for the days ahead.  

Gill Hatherall 

Reflecting Together on Holy Communion 
Outstanding sessions of these continuing study group meetings are: 

Session 4 Holy Communion and the presence of Jesus 

Sunday 29th January 6pm at Kingsdown, or 
Monday 30th January at 11.15 am at Ealing Green 

Session 5 Holy Communion and the work of the Holy Spirit 

Sunday 26th February 6pm at Kingsdown, or 
Monday 27th February at 11.15 am at Ealing Green 

Session 6 Holy Communion and anticipation 

Sunday 23rd April 6pm at Kingsdown, or 
Monday 24th April at 11.15 am at Ealing Green 

Session 7 Holy Communion, mission and justice 

Sunday 21st May 6pm at Kingsdown, or 
Monday 22nd May at 11.15 am at Ealing Green 

Session 8 Holy Communion and invitation to the feast 

Sunday 25th June 6pm at Kingsdown, or  
Monday 26th June at 11.15 am at Ealing Green 

Session 9 Holy Communion across the Christian denominations 

Sunday 2nd July 6pm at Kingsdown, or 
Monday 3rd July at 11.15 am at Ealing Green 

It would help me to know if you intend participating in these - either 
regularly or sometimes.  If you need a zoom version in order to 
participate please be in touch.      Sue 
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Unity 
Well, this year it’s different – at least to the last two.  It’s also different, 
bearing in mind the Cost of Living crisis from most of those that have 
gone before.  Here we are with 2022 expectations, expectations 
heightened by coming out of Covid, and then we find we are set back 
economically 10 or 15 years, depending on your choice of pundit. 

As a result of the more recent demise of Covid, we are more able, this 
coming year, to offer what we can to those who most need it, the 
homeless.  The problem went away during the pandemic as the 
government stepped in, but things have changed and the problem is 
back again.  If any of you reading this can offer anything in terms of 
warm clothing, toiletries etc. or your time to help the Night Shelter, 
please let Jane or I know. 

Against this we also need to be aware that there are problems (and I 
will steer clear of the “is it Brexit to blame here compared to the rest of 
the world” argument) outside our small island.  On page 10 we have 
an email from Stanley highlighting the situation in Zimbabwe and we 
are all too aware of the tragedy that is Ukraine, so without wanting to 
detract from the situation here, we are glad to be able to do, what 
little we can in our own society. Please don’t forget the Foodbank at 
this time. 

On page 15 you can see that the Ealing Symphony Orchestra is doing 
its bit with a Christmas concert in our church.  It is a generous gesture, 
so please ask your friends to come along and enjoy a wonderful 
evening of music and to pitch in to the retiring collection. 

On a slightly less festive note, you have probably already heard that 
Ron Honor passed away recently.  I have already had a few stories 
passed on to me about Ron, who was a wonderful, intelligent, warm (I 
could go on) person.  We were lucky to have such a person in our 
midst for so long.  We will record his time more fully in next month’s issue, 
so I would be grateful for any anecdotes about Ron.  Please let me 
know of any and I will include them then.  I have one already which 
you will find on page 14. 

Apart from all of this, may I be the 94th person to wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy and Peaceful New Year 

God bless you  



9 

Letters and emails 

 

 

From Sue Male 

Dear All 

Ealing Green Church are hoping to start opening the building as a 
warm space for coffee and as a work base for people working from 
home on Tuesday mornings from 9am – 2pm. We are going to start this 
in December. 

At the moment however we do not have sufficient volunteers to keep 
this going on a rota basis. We need people to set up tables before 
9am , to be on duty for all or some part of the 4 hour sessions on a rota 
basis, to serve coffee and tea, or to sit and make conversation. 

We would also welcome board games or jigsaws which could be 
completed in a session. 

I am emailing widely – across the churches and beyond - to look for 
volunteers so please don’t be offended if you cannot help or are busy 
with something else. 

If you can help however, please email me back and let me know what 
you would be happy to do – which hours, and how often in particular. 

Thank you for considering this. 

Sue 

From Stanley Mudzingwa  

Dear All at Ealing Green 

On behalf of the Lomagundi Clinic team in Chinhoyi, allow me to pass 
on and express profound regards and appreciation for the unwavering 
support Ealing Green has offered us.  We truly feel blessed to have you 
walking with us through all the storms and unending rocky periods. We 
really appreciate.  May God continue to bless you all for your 
generosity.  

It is prudent that we let you know how much impact your recent 
donation made.  Every time you make a donation it goes a long way in 
sustaining the lives of several family members.   Recently we are 
privileged to be a training institution for carers and nurses' aides.   Most 
of these are attached for three months and we do not have 
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necessarily to pay them.  All they need is a certificate which is 
practically a ticket to the UK where they are needed.  These have 
helped a lot.  Our monthly budget for medicines and sundries is around 
USD2000 and roughly recovered through the nominal fees paid by 
patients on first 
presentation to the clinic.  
Adults pay USD5 and 
children below five pay 
USD3 for consultation and 
first line medicines.  It's 
not easy to strike a 
balance and break even 
but we do the best we 
can.  

Unfortunately the 
national health service 
crises continue to 
deepen. And that affects 
us negatively.  We 
become so overwhelmed 
and are left drained.  

In this light, we really want 
to express our gratitude 
and appreciation for your 
support.  We are 
thankful.  

I have attached a picture 
of the current situation in 
the government 
hospitals.  

God bless you and all your families. 
Stanley 
 
 
 An appeal for the Ealing Green Nightshelter 

Men’s warm clothing, new hats ,socks and underpants, and 
toiletries , toothbrushes, toothpaste, shower gel ,flannels, 
shampoo etc in small packs please?  I will put a box in the 
Church foyer for these. Clothing may be given to Helen. 
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Letter from the URC Thames North 
Moderator 

Thames North Synod Office 
St Paul’s United Reformed Church 

Newton Road 
Bayswater 

London W2 5LS 
23 November 2022 

Dear friends, 

This time last year I spoke about the challenges of 2021, little realising 
that 2022 would bring new and greater challenges!  The attack on 
Ukraine has once more highlighted the futility of war.  It has 
compounded the cost-of-living crisis which has affected everyone.  
Many are finding themselves in fuel poverty and having to visit 
foodbanks, people who never thought they would find themselves in 
that situation.  

2022 did have its highlights.  The Queen’s Jubilee provided an 
opportunity for the nation to have a celebration.  Although not long 
afterwards our joy turned to sorrow with the death of the Queen.  But in 
the midst of sadness we were able to celebrate a life well lived.  

This year we remembered the 50th anniversary of the formation of the 
United Reformed Church, although we missed out on the celebration 
at Westminster Central Hall because of the rail strike.  But the 
celebration is something to look forward to in 2023. 

On a personal note we were delighted to welcome an additional 
member into our family with the birth of our first grandchild, Iona.  I had 
forgotten what an impact a baby can have on life as well as the joy 
they bring!  Although the waiting for her arrival was at times nerve 
wracking. 

In this season of Advent we are going through a time of waiting and 
we are not always very patient.  As I write, one personality on television 
declared that they are going to put their Christmas decorations up this 
weekend and we are still in November.  NO!!!  The time of waiting and 
preparing can be both rewarding and enriching.  It is a time of 
anticipating what is yet to come. 

We bought a newspaper the day our granddaughter was born.  I am 
not sure if it will be something that she will enjoy reading since she was 
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born shortly after that Financial Statement! 
of a better world, although that better world can only happen as we 
cooperate with God’s plans. 
plans are that God has for his world. 
Isaiah: 

In the wilderness prepare 
make straight in the desert

This time of waiting, preparing and listening is important.
issues to address.  The Church needs to discover or rediscover its 
mission.  There are the hungry to be fed, the prisoners to release and 
we long for peace.  We wait for justice for the asylum seeker and those 
who are discriminated against because of their colour or sexuality. 
Although agreement was reached at COP27 things aren’t moving as 
fast as they should.  All of this should stir us to prayer AND action. 
even Christmas with the birth of the Christ child is only the beginning, 
not the end of the story.  
grow into maturity and we are invited to be part of 
that process. 

May you have a peaceful Christmas 
and a blessed New Year.

                                           Thames North Synod Moderator               A couple of 

“Want to keep Christ in Christmas? Feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked, forgive the guilty, 
love your enemies, and do unto others as you would have done unto 
you.” 

“A lovely thing about Christmas is that it's compulsory, like a 
thunderstorm, and we all go through it together.”

born shortly after that Financial Statement!  Advent offe
of a better world, although that better world can only happen as we 
cooperate with God’s plans.  Advent is a time to hear what those 
plans are that God has for his world.  To quote words from the prophet 

In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord;
in the desert a highway for our God. 

This time of waiting, preparing and listening is important.
The Church needs to discover or rediscover its 

hungry to be fed, the prisoners to release and 
We wait for justice for the asylum seeker and those 

who are discriminated against because of their colour or sexuality. 
Although agreement was reached at COP27 things aren’t moving as 

All of this should stir us to prayer AND action. 
even Christmas with the birth of the Christ child is only the beginning, 

 New birth and hope has to 
grow into maturity and we are invited to be part of 

May you have a peaceful Christmas 
and a blessed New Year.                                                       

Thames North Synod Moderator               couple of thoughts for Christmas

 

“Want to keep Christ in Christmas? Feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked, forgive the guilty, welcome the unwanted, care for the ill, 
love your enemies, and do unto others as you would have done unto 

Unapologetically You:
 Reflections on Life and the Human Experien

“A lovely thing about Christmas is that it's compulsory, like a 
thunderstorm, and we all go through it together.” 

Advent offers the prospect 
of a better world, although that better world can only happen as we 

Advent is a time to hear what those 
To quote words from the prophet 

for the Lord; 
a highway for our God. Isaiah 40:3 

This time of waiting, preparing and listening is important.  There are big 
The Church needs to discover or rediscover its 

hungry to be fed, the prisoners to release and 
We wait for justice for the asylum seeker and those 

who are discriminated against because of their colour or sexuality.  
Although agreement was reached at COP27 things aren’t moving as 

All of this should stir us to prayer AND action.  And 
even Christmas with the birth of the Christ child is only the beginning, 

                                                       

Thames North Synod Moderator                for Christmas 

“Want to keep Christ in Christmas? Feed the hungry, clothe the 
welcome the unwanted, care for the ill, 

love your enemies, and do unto others as you would have done unto 

― Steve Maraboli, 
Unapologetically You: 

Reflections on Life and the Human Experience 

 

“A lovely thing about Christmas is that it's compulsory, like a 

― Garrison Keillor, 
 Leaving Home 
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Ron Honor 29/7/27 – 16/11/22 
Below is one of many stories about Ron.  I hope 
to collect more for January’s issue. Please send 
any memories you have to me at: 

unitymagazine@hotmail.com  Thanks, Lee 

From Linda Field 

I first met Ron when I came to 'try' out Ealing 
Green.  I came in and sat at the back, not sure 
if I was going to like it or if it was going to be the 
church for me.   

I was taken by Colin and Merle into the hall for 
coffee and to meet people.  I ended up talking with Ron who asked 
me what I was going to do with the rest of my Sunday.  I said I would 
get the Sunday papers and spend the day reading them.  He said that 
he was going to have his lunch at the pub down the road and would I 
like to join him.  Unusually for me I didn't make my excuses but spent a 
couple of hours learning about EG church, its history and his 
connection with it and also having an exceedingly good meal!  This 
was such an act of generosity from him that meant a lot to me.  So 
much in fact that I repeated the act sometime later with another 
'newbie' into the church.  

As a note: 

Ron’s Funeral will take place on Monday 12th December 2022 

The hearse will visit Ron’s home at 14 Alacross Road, Ealing W5 4HT for 
a final farewell at approx. 10.30am  

Service 11am at Ealing Green Church, Ealing Green, London W5 5QT 
(parking in the nearby Town Centre car park) 

Refreshments will be served in the Church Hall afterwards  

A short committal service will take place at Breakspear Crematorium 
(East Chapel), Breakspear Road, Ruislip, Middlesex HA4 7SJ at 2.30 pm 
for those who wish to attend. 

No flowers please.  If you wish to make a donation to charity, some of 
Ron’s favourites were: MacMillan Cancer Care, NSPCC, Barnardos, 
Royal National Institute for the Blind, Cancer Research UK, Marie Curie 
Cancer Care, Woodland Trust, Water Aid, Friends of the Earth. 
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Church Flowers....Appeal for donors and/or arrangers 
Thank you to all those who have donated and/ or arranged flowers 
during the past year. I am now trying to prepare the Flower rota for 
2023.   

You are invited to remember any special anniversary, birthday or 
occasion for family or friends, by donating money for flowers on a 
Sunday of your choice.  If you would like to give the flowers on a 
specific Sunday, please let me know ASAP.  

You do not need to arrange the flowers as well, if you do not wish to, 
but if you could be persuaded to 'give it a go', that would be 
wonderful....it can be a simple arrangement....just a bunch of flowers is 
fine.  The Flower Fund relies on your monetary support for floral 
decoration, Sunday by Sunday, to enhance our worship.  

Thank you for your continued support.     Gill Hatherall 
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Pastoral Carol Singing 
Last year for the first time, a number of us went to sing Carols outside 
the homes of a few of our housebound Church Family.  

We enjoyed ourselves and the singing was evidently appreciated, as 
we were joined by a few neighbours who were effusive in their thanks.  

This year we are planning to do it again on Monday 19th December.  
We will meet at Church at 11am and will have finished within 2 hours.  

We would be delighted if more of our Church Family would join us.  If 
you are interested, please speak to Fleur or myself. 

Gill Hatherall 

 

A couple of Poems, with thanks to Helen 
Christmas 1970 

A little girl called Sile Javotte 
Said" Look at the lovely presents I've got!" 
While a little girl in Biafra said 
"Oh what a lovely slice of bread" 

 Spike Milligan 

The Reminder 

While I watch the Christmas blaze 
Paint the room with ruddy rays, 
Something makes my vision glide 
To the frosty scene outside. 

There to reach a rotting berry, 
Toils a thrush- constrained to very 
Dregs of food by sharp distress. 
Taking such with thankfulness. 

Why, O starving bird, when I 
Our day's joy would justify, 
And put misery out of view, 
Do you make me notice you! 

 Thomas Hardy 
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Why I hate Warm Banks (and why my church is 
opening one) 
 Last year Trussell Trust foodbanks provided emergency food parcels for 
2.1 million people, and this year the number will be higher.  Even that 
tells only part of the story, as Trussell represents around half of the 
foodbanks in the UK.  In the space of a decade, foodbanks have gone 
from virtually unknown in the UK to a cornerstone of many 
communities. 

In 2010, when Trussell was supplying less than 40,000 food parcels, most 
people didn’t even know what a foodbank was.  Foodbank numbers 
exploded in the early 2010s, driven by large increases in the number of 
families unable to make ends meet and local people responding to 
that immediate need.  Churches were central to the foodbank 
movement, and we saw huge drive and enthusiasm amongst the 
churches who were starting up and supporting foodbanks. 

It was and is right that churches respond to need. Had people not put 
their shoulder to the wheel creating foodbanks, millions more would 
have been pushed down further into poverty and destitution. 
However, that need continues to grow.  Destitution levels in the UK 
soared past 1.5 million in 2015 to 2.5 million prior to the pandemic.  It is 
incontrovertible that there is a growing problem with deep poverty 
and hunger in the UK, and that foodbanks are not the solution. 

Responding to the cost-of-living crisis - This winter we are facing a huge 
cost of living crisis.  Food insecurity is rapidly increasing with over half of 
all adults receiving Universal Credit skipping meals to make ends meet 
each month.  That was before the latest energy price rise, which is 
being felt by most families, but is utterly unaffordable to those who 
were already just making ends meet. 

The church alongside other community and civil society groups has 
mobilised to start up literally thousands of warm banks.  The JPIT 
denominations, working with others through the ChurchWorks 
Commission, are offering resources to support those setting up warm 
banks through the “Warm Welcome” initiative.  The hope is that these 
are more than safe, free warm spaces for people to spend time, but 
places where people can contribute and communities can flourish. 

We cannot let people shiver their way through the winter – and we are 
setting up a warm bank in my church because that is a key part of our 
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Christian calling.  But it is abundantly clear that a warm bank is no 
more a solution to fuel poverty than a foodbank is a solution to food 
poverty. 

We cannot therefore shy away from our calling to act for justice.  It is 
an appalling fact that in a very wealthy nation we distribute our 
resources so unjustly that families cannot stay warm and fed. Opening 
a warm bank warm space should not make us feel better about that – 
indeed it should make us even more appalled and determined to 
change it. 

Ending the need for foodbanks (and warm banks) - The Trussell Trust’s 
strapline is now “Ending the Need for Foodbanks”.  Foodbanks have 
become so embedded in society that that journey will take many 
years. In a decade’s time we will have failed our communities if there 
needs to be a charity whose strapline is “Ending the Need for Warm 
Banks”. 

The risk in meeting need is that as time goes by, the rest of society is 
allowed the comfortable pretence that the underlying problem has 
been solved.  In Canada, USA and Germany, foodbanks moved from 
being a temporary response to a temporary problem to being the 
permanent response to a permanent problem. 

If we allow wider society and the politicians we elect to think that the 
problem is being solved by warm banks, churches will receive much 
praise and probably funding but we will also quickly slip into being 
complicit in the injustice. 

Change is necessary and possible.  We have produced a number 
of briefings looking at the cost-of-living crisis and the decade long rise 
in destitution, so I won’t repeat that analysis here.  A key point that is 
obvious but often goes unsaid is that it is preposterous to suggest that 
the past decade has seen millions of people somehow make less effort 
or worse choices when trying to make a living or make family budgets 
work.  If common sense does make you reject that proposition, then 
data on increased employment patterns and more frugal spending 
choices should. 

The country became wealthier per-person, but millions were dragged 
into destitution.  The clear answer to that conundrum, articulated by a 
UN special rapporteur in 2019, is that policy choices, made mainly by 
government, but also by investors and industry, changed how 
resources were distributed. 
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That conclusion is both sobering and hopeful, because it means that 
the rise of poverty and the foodbanks and warm banks it spawns, is not 
inevitable.  We can make different choices. 

A colleague told me she thought “every warm bank should be a 
hotbed of activism”.  For some this will be second nature, while for 
others this will be a frightening idea.  For me every warm bank should 
make every guest, volunteer, and contributor as comfortable as 
possible, while making every community leader, decision maker and 
politician as uncomfortable as possible that there could ever be a 
need for warm banks. 

PAUL MORRISON  I am the policy advisor with 
particular responsibility for issues around the economy 
including poverty and inequality. Prior to working for 
the Methodist Church I was a postdoctoral researcher 
at Imperial College studying viral disease and vaccine 
design.   
From the URC Update for November 2022  
  

Christmas Pub Quiz 
 

A couple of years ago the person telling the story said that he and his 
wife decided to have a very quiet Christmas, so they booked 
themselves in to a pub in a small village in the south of Ireland.  The 
village had a general store/post office, church, a few houses and 
the pub.  The landlord asked if they would like to take part in the post 
Christmas pub quiz they were holding to which the man agreed, 
grateful to be ‘included’ in the festivities.  They went out for a walk 
that afternoon and when they came back in the evening the pub 
was packed.  They were sat down with a local family and the 
questions began: 
“Who painted their front door blue recently?” was the first question.  
The second was “Who bought a red car in the summer?”  And so it 
went on.  The only question the man and his wife could answer was 
the colour of the Manchester United football strip – and that question 
had been put in by the landlord so that they could have at least one 
correct answer during the evening! 
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The Night Shelter 
 
As you must be aware now, our stint on the night 
shelter starts at the beginning of the New Year and 
continues for 8 weeks until the end of February.  The 
night shelter needs the following, so if you are able to 
help, please contact Yvonne, whose number is at the bottom of this 
page, or myself at the number below. 
 
The night shelter needs: 

 nearly new single duvets 
 15 deodorants 
 5, 10 packs disposable razors 
 15 shaving foam 
 10 shower gel. 
 15 moisturising creams. 
 15 hand sanitisers large or small 
 15 cheap slippers 
 £5 Iceland Foods vouchers 
 £5 Greggs vouchers 
 Costa Coffee UK vouchers 

Can you think of something you'd like to donate to our guests this 
winter 

Carol singing outside Waitrose 
Please come and join us outside Waitrose on Wednesday 
14th December 2022 at 4.45 for a 5pm start, till 6.30pm.  All ages and 
Christmas outfits welcomed, please email me to let me know you’re 
coming. 

Fundraisers 

The night shelters are also looking for fundraising champions - if you 
would like to help us raise money for the shelter please get in touch. 
Ideas welcomed. 

Yvonne Fletcher, Administrator 
Ealing Churches Winter Night Shelter 
07930 378 263 

(or email me @  Unitymagazine@hotmail.com Lee) 
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Collection Point  
 
The Collection at Christmas goes to

Smile Train 

Every three minutes another baby is born 
struggling to breathe, speak, and eat due to 
a cleft.  Your support funds lifesaving treatment for these children in 
need around the world. 

What exactly is Cleft? 

A cleft occurs when certain body parts and 
together during early foetal development. 
and/or the roof of the mouth, which 
made up of both the hard and soft 
palate.  Cleft lip and/or palate can 
be unilateral, involving only one side 
of the mouth and face, or bilateral, 
involving both sides.  Clefts are one 
of the most common birth defects in 
many developing countries, and 
globally an estimated 1 in every 700 
newborns have a cleft lip and/or palate.

Changing the World One Smile at a Time

Since our founding in 1999, Smile Train ha
cleft treatment for more than 1.5 million children worldwide. 
double this number in the next five years. 

What Does Smile Train Do?

Smile Train is the world’s largest cleft
focused organisation, with a 
sustainable and local model of 
supporting surgery and other forms of 
essential care.  Over the last 20+ 
years, we have supported safe and 
quality cleft care for 1.5+ million 
children and will continue to do so 
until every child in need with a cleft 
has access to the care they deserve.

The Collection at Christmas goes to:  

another baby is born 
struggling to breathe, speak, and eat due to 

Your support funds lifesaving treatment for these children in 
 

A cleft occurs when certain body parts and structures do not fuse 
together during early foetal development.  Clefts can involve the lip 
and/or the roof of the mouth, which 
made up of both the hard and soft 

Cleft lip and/or palate can 
be unilateral, involving only one side 

face, or bilateral, 
Clefts are one 

of the most common birth defects in 
many developing countries, and 
globally an estimated 1 in every 700 
newborns have a cleft lip and/or palate. 

Changing the World One Smile at a Time 

ding in 1999, Smile Train has sponsored life
cleft treatment for more than 1.5 million children worldwide. 
double this number in the next five years.  

What Does Smile Train Do? 

Smile Train is the world’s largest cleft-
focused organisation, with a 
sustainable and local model of 
supporting surgery and other forms of 

Over the last 20+ 
years, we have supported safe and 
quality cleft care for 1.5+ million 

will continue to do so 
until every child in need with a cleft 
has access to the care they deserve. 

Your support funds lifesaving treatment for these children in 

structures do not fuse 
Clefts can involve the lip 

is 

sponsored life-changing 
cleft treatment for more than 1.5 million children worldwide.  We aim to 
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What Makes Smile Train Different 

Your gifts sustain world-class training 
programmes that empower medical 
professionals in 70+ countries to treat 
cleft patients with life-changing, high-
quality care.  This is a key difference 
from mission-based models: Smile Train 
supports local medical professionals 
and local hospitals — it’s how we build 
up healthcare infrastructure around 
the world while providing care 365 days a year. 

Beyond surgery, our local partners also provide speech therapy, 
psychological support, nutritional services, orthodontics, and other 
essential forms of care to ensure that children with clefts have 
everything they need to not just live, but thrive. 

Our Impact at a Glance 

 2,100+ empowered medical professionals 
 1.5M+ Smile Train-supported cleft surgeries since 1999 
 1,100+ partner hospitals 
 30K+ Smile Train-supported cleft training opportunities 
 90+ countries where Smile Train has helped children 

Or you might like to go to their Christmas concert: 

 

Please give generously - Thank you and God bless you 
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The Back page: December:  
Church Rotas Could we have some volunteers for readers and the prayer rota – Please see 

Sarah or myself if you are interested/willing to help.  Thanks, Lee 
 

Christmas services and events 

 

December 3rd  
1000 - 
1300 

Circuit Quiet day 

December 17th 17:30 
Ealing Symphony Orchestra  
Christmas Family Concert 

December 18th 
11:00 
18:30 

No Service at Ealing Green 
Carol Service 

December 19th 11:00 
Pastoral Carol singing.  Meet at Church before Carol singing 
outside homes of housebound. ...probably only for 60-90 
minutes 

December 24th 16:00 
Carol singing on Church steps then drink of hot chocolate 
before Holy Communion 

December 25th 11:00 Christmas day.  Family Worship 

January 1st 13:00 
No service at Ealing Green -  
Circuit Service at Kings Hall 

 


