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Ealing Green Church (Methodist & United Reformed) 

Minister:  the Rev Susan Male  

07939 150194 ~ susan.d.male@googlemail.com 

 Church Office: egcadministrator@btconnect.com /  

020 8810 0136 

Open Tuesday – Friday 10am ~ 5pm 

Website:  www.ealinggreenchurch.com 

Contributions to Unity:  unitymagazine@hotmail.com  

  
Superintendent Rev Rachel Bending 07986 461787 

Church Secretary Position Vacant 

Church Secretariat Position Vacant 

Choir Leader Fleur Hatherall 020 08248 6774 

Organist Fleur Hatherall 020 8248 6774 

Communion Steward Nora Masih 

Unity Magazine Lee Horwich 020 8567 2851 

Unity Distributor Helen Harper 

Ecumenical Officer Position Vacant 

Bible Reading Rota Church Office 020 8810 0136 

~ Groups ~ 

Afternoon Bible Study:  first Thursday monthly at 1.30pm 

Monday Fellowship:  2nd & 4th Mondays monthly at 1.45pm 

Choir Practice:  before and after the service each Sunday 

Full details can be found in the weekly notice sheet 

~ You are welcome to come to any meeting ~ 
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November 2022 
  

Welcome to November’s Unity newsletter. 

 

This issue’s contents are listed below.  Thank-you all for your 
contributions.   

 

Closing date for contributions for December’s issue is  
November 13th, Thanks! 

  

Contents:  Page 
From Sue 4 
News of the Church Family 6 
Reflecting Together on Holy Communion 8 
Letters and emails 9 
Tuesday Morning Coffee Group 9 
What is the URC 12 
Ealing Green Church 11 
MacMillan Coffee Morning 17 
Poems 18 
Refugees (Part 1) 15 
Ealing Churches Winter Night Shelter 18 
Collection Point: Crisis 22 
The Back Page – Rotas 24 
  

Front page – 50th Anniversary Birthday Cake 

If you have a picture (preferably in jpeg format) you would like to 
feature on the front of the newsletter, please let me know. 

Thanks,  
Lee 

Never trust a woman who tells one her real age.  A woman who 
would tell one that would tell anything 

Oscar Wilde 
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From Sue    
Dear Friends 

I thought I really should write a nice letter for the church magazines this 
month, since last month I did not deliver because I was recovering 
from a nasty (for 2022) bout of Covid 19.  I am pleased to say that I am 
fully recovered now and enjoying being back among you all properly. 

KINGSDOWN “FRESH NEW START” 

One of the significant things which I have been involved in in the past 
few weeks was the “Fresh New Start after Covid” day which we held – 
with a good turn out – at Kingsdown.  It really did get us back together 
in a greater sense than we had managed since lockdown.  We put 
coffee and tea after church back in place, organised the way that this 
year’s nativity festival was going to work, and how we were going to 
publicise it and other events, and looked forward to the first of what 
we hope will be many meals together – on a Sunday after Christmas.  
We also looked at how to make church an even better experience for 
the many young people who attend our junior church.  Thank you to 
those who attended, to those who set up the room, and especially to 
Liz (and Steve) Palmer for providing us with such a lovely lunch.  After 
Christmas we will have a follow up meeting to see how things are 
going and what more we can then do.  We will hopefully – have 
managed our first set of advances – and be ready for a little more. 

Personally, I would like to do something similar at Ealing Green. Would 
you be up for it? 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 

This happened at Ealing Green on the same day as the above and 
raised over £1000 for Macmillan Cancer support.  Thank you to all of 
those who set up, helped out, or sang on this day – especially to Helen! 

EXPLORING HOLY COMMUNION 

We also have held two sessions on “Exploring Holy Communion” – in 
September and October.  This is a group of about 10 people, and 
although we are meeting at Ealing Green (there being no takers for 
the Kingsdown time) the group has members from both Ealing Green 
and Kingsdown.  I love these sessions which give everyone the 
opportunity to express their opinions, and most really do, and therefore 
gives us all the opportunity to learn from one another and to grow in 
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our journeys with God.  It is not too late to join us … details of the next 
session are later on in this newsletter. 

EALING CHURCHES WINTER NIGHT SHELTER 

Ealing Green are preparing to host the Night Shelter for 8 Thursday 
evenings after Christmas.  Lee and Jane would be pleased to hear 
from any people – from Ealing Green or Kingsdown - who would be 
willing to be involved.  This seems an ideal opportunity for the two 
churches to work together.  Ealing Green is able to offer space this 
year, whilst Kingsdown is not.  Ealing Green has been asked to host for 
8 Thursdays rather than the usual 6 and is therefore likely to need more 
volunteers.  I know that some of you have already offered your help to 
Jane and Lee, but should you want to and have not done I can pass 
that message on – or if you are at Ealing Green, I am sure you can talk 
to them yourselves!  See page 21. 

WARM SPACES 

At Ealing Green after worship on 13th November we will have a church 
meeting.  A major item on the agenda will be the question of how we 
go about opening the church to the community as a warm space.  It is 
likely that we will have the church open on a Tuesday between 10 am 
and 2pm each week.  Please think prayerfully – whichever church you 
attend – if you could be on a rota to assist with this important piece of 
work.  It will only be able to go ahead with sufficient volunteers to staff 
it.  No commitment is too low!  Please be in touch. 

There is a lot going on. Please try and be involved.  To close a few 
November dates for you to put in your diaries: 

Sunday 27th November 5.30pm 

There will be a Circuit Café style Advent worship service at Ealing 
Green Church.  More info to come in due course. 

Monday 28th November 11.15 am 

I have been running stand alone studies on aspects of Holy 
Communion. You are welcome to attend if you wish. The next one is at 
Ealing Green Church on 28 November from 11.15 am – 12.45pm at the 
latest.  It includes an Informal service of Holy Communion.  Our topic 
on that day will be “Holy Communion and Personal Devotion”.  You 
really would be welcome, it is always good to have fresh voices in a 
conversation. 
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Saturday 3rd  Dec 10 am – 1pm 

There will be a Circuit Advent Quiet morning on the subject of Journeys 
run by an experienced Spiritual Director and Quiet day leader at Ealing 
Green Church.  More information to follow.  Let me know if you are 
interested 

With Blessings 

Sue 
 
News of the Church Family 
Please pray for RON HONOR who has been in Clayponds Hospital since 
the end of September.  

BARBARA HAWKINS has been unwell for the last few weeks with a nasty 
bug, which she has found difficult to shake off.  Please pray for Barbara 
that she will soon regain her energy. 

Congratulations to DEB on becoming a Granny once again.  SIMON 
AND MILLY had a baby boy, Zephyr.a brother for Wilf, on 16th October. 
All are doing well 

Apologies to GORDON AND YAS for not sending our congratulations to 
them on becoming grandparents for the first time earlier this year.  Their 
grandson's name is HARRISON.  He is giving them much pleasure and 
sometimes little sleep!! 

As well as praying for those mentioned above, we pray for anyone in 
our Church Family who may be struggling at the moment, for any 
reason.  We pray that they will be aware of God's presence with them 
and receive His comfort and strength for the days ahead.  

Gill Hatherall 

  
Good things about being the oldest person in the world:  You make 
the Guinness book of Records without doing anything; at your 100th 
year high school reunion you have the buffet all to yourself; you 
don’t need denture cleaner – you can just call the grandchildren 
and use theirs: you can be useless at golf and still shoot your age; 
you can smoke all you want. 

David Letterman 
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Unity 
IN the last issue I wrote about the changes that had been going on, 
thinking that would be it.  A new monarch, a new Prime Minister and a 
new issue of Unity.  This month there’s only two of those three, thank 
goodness, but it’s still an indication of a country in flux.   

Not everything is changing, at that pace admittedly, although one 
thing that has changed in the last 50 years is one of the churches that 
came together to form our present Ealing Green Church.  50 years ago 
the Congregational  and Presbyterian churches in England came 
together as the United Reform Church (URC)– and shortly after that the 
URC and Methodists combined in Ealing Green, but the latter is 
another story.  This month there is a piece on the URC, which, in itself is 
a pretty important step along the road towards Unity in the Christian 
churches.   

In other news, we had a Macmillan Coffee Morning – organised by 
Helen that raised over  £1000.  See the  report on page 17. 

Otherwise we are now looking at a difficult winter for many, but the 
good news is – inasmuch as we can do something about it for some 
people – the church is open on Tuesday mornings offering a warm 
place for people to come for a couple of hours and to enjoy a cup of 
coffee.  And the night shelter will be taking place – much as it was 
before the pandemic only this time we will be running from the 
beginning of January for 8 weeks.  We previously did 6 weeks, but for 
2023 it will be longer.  I have emailed those on the list from a couple of 
years ago, but if you would like to help we would be most grateful for 
any support we can get.  See page 21 or email me at 
unitymagazine@hotmail.com. 

Lastly, as we have done for many years now, our November 
Communion Collection is taken for Crisis, formerly Crisis at Christmas.  
This organisation has done so much to help reduce homelessness, a 
scourge of our society.  Despite their efforts, the number of homeless in 
the UK, one of the richest countries in the world, continues to grow.  I 
can understand donation fatigue, but with a government target of no 
homeless by the end of 2024 looking unlikely helping organisations like 
Crisis is the best we can do, so please be generous. 

God bless you  
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Reflecting Together on Holy Communion 
However much you think you know and understand about Holy 
Communion and why we celebrate it, there is always more to learn.  
Below are some opportunities to learn more, to study a relevant Bible 
passage, to share in fellowship and to celebrate Holy Communion in a 
small group.  Each session will last approximately 1½ hours so that 
people can drop in and out as they wish.  

Importantly these are for people from any church not just the one with 
a noted location.  THEY ARE NOT COVERING THE SAME MATERIAL AS 
THE TWO SESSIOONS FROM THE SUMMER, but are still framed from 
“Share this Feast”. 

Session 3 Holy Communion and Personal Devotion 
Sunday 27th November 6pm at Kingsdown, or 
Monday 28th November at 11.15 am at Ealing Green 

Session 4 Holy Communion and the presence of Jesus 
Sunday 29th January 6pm at Kingsdown, or 
Monday 30th January at 11.15 am at Ealing Green 

Session 5 Holy Communion and the work of the Holy Spirit 
Sunday 26th February 6pm at Kingsdown, or 
Monday 27th February at 11.15 am at Ealing Green 

Session 6 Holy Communion and anticipation 
Sunday 23rd April 6pm at Kingsdown, or 
Monday 24th April at 11.15 am at Ealing Green 

Session 7 Holy Communion, mission and justice 
Sunday 21st May 6pm at Kingsdown, or 
Monday 22nd May at 11.15 am at Ealing Green 

Session 8 Holy Communion and invitation to the feast 
Sunday 25th June 6pm at Kingsdown, or  
Monday 26th June at 11.15 am at Ealing Green 

Session 9 Holy Communion across the Christian denominations 
Sunday 2nd July 6pm at Kingsdown, or 
Monday 3rd July at 11.15 am at Ealing Green 

It would help me to know if you intend participating in these  - either 
regularly or sometimes.  If you need a zoom version in order to 
participate please be in touch.      Sue 
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Letters and emails 

 
 

From Gill Hatherall 
Pastoral Carol Singing 

Last year for the first time, a number of us went to sing Carols outside 
the homes of a few of our housebound Church Family.  

We enjoyed ourselves and the singing was evidently appreciated, as 
we were joined by a few neighbours who were effusive in their thanks.  

This year we are planning to do it again on Monday 19th December.  
We will meet at Church at 11am and will have finished within 2 hours.  

We would be delighted if more of our Church Family would join us.  If 
you are interested, please speak to Fleur or myself. 

Gill Hatherall 

 
 
Tuesday Morning Coffee Group 
It’s going to start getting colder soon, 
but we’ve already got that in mind 
with the Tuesday Morning Coffee 
Group, which was initiated a few 
months ago.  The idea was simply to 
invite people in for a cup of coffee, a 
chance to warm themselves 
(although that hasn’t been a 
problem so far) and a chat.   

Please let your friends and any vulnerable people know that this coffee 
morning exists.  There are few other such opportunities in Ealing for 
people, especially those wondering about the ‘heat or eat’ dilemma 
that is becoming an increasing matter of concern as winter and 
government spending cuts loom. 

Helen 
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Could you help with encouraging the Children and 
Young people at Ealing Green? 
There have been no formal Junior Church classes at Ealing Green since 
the start of the Covid pandemic but we hope that as we return to 
normal worship that we will be able to offer enjoyable and meaningful 
Junior Church sessions to our children & young people and visiting 
families. 

When classes recommence later this year, sessions will again be held in 
the foyer on Sunday mornings, and we hope to make this space feel a 
bit more personal and comfortable for our children and young 
people.  

For safeguarding and best practice purposes, each session requires a 
leader and one helper and so Joan, Claire and Louise are looking for 
three volunteers who could join a session once every 3 weeks on a 
rota.  

No special qualifications or skills are needed except a desire to see the 
children and young people flourish and grow in the church.  There will 
however be an informal recruitment process to ensure this is a good fit 
for you and for the children and you will of course be required to have 
the appropriate DBS check and to go forward for a half day 
Safeguarding training session as part of EGCs commitment to the 
safeguarding of its children and young people.. 

If this is something you would be interested in exploring this, please just 
speak to Joan, Claire or Louise; we would love to talk with you about 
how you might get involved and to share the volunteer job description 
with you. 

Claire 

Bad things about being the oldest person in the world:  Seems like 
every time you turn around, Halley’s Comet is back; shoulder length 
hair; you get to see your great-great-grandchildren marry moon 
men; all the shoes.. 

David Letterman 
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Foodbank 
We wait in, what can I say, trepidation, to hear what the government is 
going to do, or not, about help for those who have come to rely on 
Foodbanks.  With the winter coming on the demand is expected to 
increase to unprecedented levels, so anything that you can spare (I 
know it is a constant appeal, but it really is something very important 
and near to us) will be very much appreciated.   Please see Fleur if you 
have any questions on how we can contribute to or help get the food 
that is needed to those who need it. 

The list below is what our local Foodbank is looking for if you can 
contribute a product or two. 

Alternatively you can donate to the Foodbank directly so that they 
can pool contributions and get better deals from local suppliers who 
are willing to help. 

Whichever way, all contributions are most welcome and will go a long 
way to those in our community who really do need the help in these 
troubled times. 

Thanks  
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What is the URC? 
The United Reform Church 
(URC), of which Ealing Green is 
a member is 50 years old.  This 
is some of the background to 
the coming together of the 
churches to make up the URC.

Who we are 

The URC is a family of Christians who meet in local churches across 
England, Scotland and Wales, part of the worldwide family of 
Reformed Churches, a group of more than 70 million Christians.

The URC has around 47,000 members in about 1,300 congregations 
with more than 600 ministers. 
churches each week, and many more take part in the weekday 
activities of the churches.

What we believe 

God loves you. And as Christians, we do too.

Regardless of who you are, your background, your family, your past, 
your present or future, we are in this church 
God is alive and listening to us through prayer, guiding and speaking to 
us through the Bible, forgiving us for what we have done wrong, and 
waiting for us in Heaven after we pass away.

We believe that each and every one of us can f
through loving and serving Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

A lack of hierarchy, and a respect for individual principles, means that 
the URC is not rigid in the expression of its beliefs, and embraces a wide 
variety of opinions. 

At the same time, in the words of the URC’s
and Order, together we are committed to ‘God: Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit – the living God, the only God, ever to be praised.’

You are welcome here 

We are proud to be an intercultural Church, where people with varied 
ethnic and cultural roots meet, worship, discuss and learn from one 
another. 

We were pioneers in ordaining women 

The United Reform Church 
(URC), of which Ealing Green is 

is 50 years old.  This 
is some of the background to 
the coming together of the 
churches to make up the URC. 

The URC is a family of Christians who meet in local churches across 
England, Scotland and Wales, part of the worldwide family of 

d Churches, a group of more than 70 million Christians.

The URC has around 47,000 members in about 1,300 congregations 
with more than 600 ministers.  More than 60,000 people worship in our 
churches each week, and many more take part in the weekday 

es of the churches. 

God loves you. And as Christians, we do too. 

Regardless of who you are, your background, your family, your past, 
your present or future, we are in this church because we believe that 
God is alive and listening to us through prayer, guiding and speaking to 
us through the Bible, forgiving us for what we have done wrong, and 
waiting for us in Heaven after we pass away. 

We believe that each and every one of us can find contentment 
through loving and serving Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

A lack of hierarchy, and a respect for individual principles, means that 
the URC is not rigid in the expression of its beliefs, and embraces a wide 

me, in the words of the URC’s Statement of 
, together we are committed to ‘God: Father, Son and Holy 
living God, the only God, ever to be praised.’

We are proud to be an intercultural Church, where people with varied 
ethnic and cultural roots meet, worship, discuss and learn from one 

We were pioneers in ordaining women – our first female minster was 

The URC is a family of Christians who meet in local churches across 
England, Scotland and Wales, part of the worldwide family of 

d Churches, a group of more than 70 million Christians. 

The URC has around 47,000 members in about 1,300 congregations 
More than 60,000 people worship in our 

churches each week, and many more take part in the weekday 

Regardless of who you are, your background, your family, your past, 
because we believe that 

God is alive and listening to us through prayer, guiding and speaking to 
us through the Bible, forgiving us for what we have done wrong, and 

ind contentment 
through loving and serving Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

A lack of hierarchy, and a respect for individual principles, means that 
the URC is not rigid in the expression of its beliefs, and embraces a wide 

Statement of Nature, Faith 
, together we are committed to ‘God: Father, Son and Holy 
living God, the only God, ever to be praised.’ 

We are proud to be an intercultural Church, where people with varied 
ethnic and cultural roots meet, worship, discuss and learn from one 

first female minster was 
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ordained more than 100 years ago in 1917. 

Most jobs and roles in the URC, voluntary or paid, are open to all. 

Our roots 

Being reformed sets us in a stream of tradition that goes back 500 
years.  In 1517 Martin Luther launched a movement of challenge in the 
Church that we call the Protestant Reformation. 

Changes came quickly.  Bibles were translated and printed in 
languages everybody used (not just in Latin).  There was a new 
emphasis on the importance of the whole church and everybody in it – 
members and ministers together. 

Being reformed is part of our DNA.  It reflects our continual aim of 
reforming ourselves to be a Church for the present day. 

Being reformed means that we delight in exploring the Bible, we do not 
fear change, and we try to run our churches in ways that take 
everyone’s insight and contribution seriously. 

The history of the URC 

The creation of the United Reformed Church in 1972 formally merged 
the Presbyterian Church of England and the Congregational Church in 
England and Wales. One Member of Parliament at the time described 
this merger as: “one of the most historic measures in the history of the 
Christian churches in this country.” 

The denomination expanded when Churches of Christ joined it in 1981, 
followed by Scottish Congregationalists in 2000. 

The URC is a nonconformist Church. Put most simply, this means that we 
are not an ‘established’ Church, with a formal link to civil authority like, 
for example, the Church of England has. 

However, the URC is committed to working closely with Churches of all 
traditions, in prayer and social action, and many of our local churches 
are now united with local churches from other traditions (Baptist, 
Church of England, or Methodist to name a few). 

Our organisational structure 

The URC has a three-tier structure, which is open for everyone to 
participate in. 

Local churches have an Elders’ Meeting, in which the Ministers and 
Elders share pastoral and spiritual oversight and leadership, and a 
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Church Meeting, where all members gather to seek God’s will and to 
discuss the life and work of the church. 

At a wider level, the URC has 13 Synods: the national Synods of 
Scotland and Wales plus eleven regional Synods across England. Each 
provides oversight of about 100 local churches and is led by a Synod 
Moderator. 

The General Assembly of the URC is its ultimate decision-making body. 
It meets every year to celebrate, discuss and make decisions about 
the life and work of the church. 

Committees 

The General Assembly has several committees which look after a 
range of areas including communications, education and learning, 
discipleship, mission, safeguarding, ecumenical work, global justice 
and church and society. 

Getting involved 

Local churches offer a huge range of community activities in addition 
to Sunday worship, which is at the centre of URC life.  For details of 
activities at our church, ask a member of the congregation or visit the 
URC Church Directory. 

Becoming a member 

People often ask whether they need to ‘join’ their church and become 
a member.  This is not essential but, for those who decide to take this 
step, it can deepen their sense of belonging and it entitles a person to 
share in decisions about the life and future of the local church. 

The URC encourages regular attendees to consider church 
membership when they start to think of a particular place of worship as 
‘their church’. 

Church members commit to supporting the church through giving, 
action, and by taking part in the Church Meeting, as well as through 
regular attendance at worship. 

If you would like to know more about becoming a member, please 
speak to the minister or an Elder – they will be delighted to answer any 
questions. 
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Ealing Green Church 
I came to this church about 80 years ago when we returned to Ealing 
from evacuation during the war, so you can imagine ,many changes 
have taken place during that time!  In a previous edition of Unity, I 
have already written about my life in Little Church.  My goodness, what 
a profound effect that had on me, and others who attended Little 
Church and with whom I am still in touch, although there aren't many 
of us left now ! 

Big Church looks very different now.  There was a Chancel where the 
Choir sat in limed-oak pews, which, incidentally could be removed 
(they were notoriously heavy) to make space for dramatic productions 
of religious plays many of which were performed in the Church over 
the years.  The first (or one of the first),was a version of "Pilgrims 
Progress" written by the Minister Wilton Rix who also was the inspiration 
behind the building of Little Church. 

In the 1950s several well-known speakers came to Ealing Green Church 
to give talks and lectures. I can only remember two; Dr C.E.M Joad 
who was a prominent philosopher.  He died in 1953, and a Capt. Teddy 
Evans who was second-in-command of Capt. Scotts' expedition to the 
Antarctic, and who died in 1957.  I did get his autograph in my 
autograph book, but that has long gone. 

The Communion table is VERY old, either Jacobean or Cromwellian 
and I think it was given to the Church by the brother pf a past Minister 
Garrett Horder and who lived in the large imposing house on the 
Green opposite the Church.  It needs sympathetic repairing. 

In the wall at the back of the Chancel was a door which led straight 
into the Lecture Hall - very convenient if you wanted to make a 
dramatic entrance in a play!  The only trouble was a steep step down, 
so if you made an exit you had to almost jump through the door into 
the Hall. 

The wood carvings on the pulpit and lectern are by the famous artist 
and sculptor Eric Gill and are quite precious.  I don't know how we 
came to have them, but they are lovely to touch and run your hands 
over them. 

I was in the Girls Guildry at Church and at Church parade we marched 
up one of the aisles and presented the colours to the Minister, a proud 
moment.  I was also a member of the Pilots, an organisation affiliated 
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to the Londin Missionary Society and we met in the old Small Hall which 
was next to Little Church.  The back wall was painted like the prow of a 
ship.  I can't remember any more about it except we all made lifelong 
friends from these activities at Church and those of us who are still 
alive, keep in touch to this day.  The Manse was a warm welcoming 
place where the young people would meet for discussion.  It was 
where Geoff and I started our married life in October 1958 when we 
kept the house warm for the new Minister coming in the New Year. 

I'm going to finish these ramblings with a confession which I have 
carried with me for all these years.  After we had left Little Church and 
been received into Big Church, we young people used sit up in the 
front row of the gallery - I think probably sweets were passed along.  
But the thing I do remember is that we would open the little door at the 
back of the clock and stop the pendulum, so that a visiting Minister 
had no idea of the time, or when to stop his sermon.  I'm sure the 
"penny dropped" and we would have been severely reprimanded, but 

it was fun while it lasted.  I hope we're 
forgiven.  I am so grateful to my mother 
for taking my brother and me to Ealing 
Green all those years ago.   I met Geoff 

there, married him 
there, our children 
were baptised 
there and I have 
attended five 
family funerals 
there. 

I could go on but 
I'm sure you've had 
enough by now! 

Helen 

 

 

 

A couple of old pictures of the church 
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MacMillan Coffee Morning 
Well, the weather held off and the sun 
shone on the MacMillan Coffee Morning, 
on October 8th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were, of course, the usual stalls 
selling a surprisingly wide range of bric-a-
brac and honey.  It never ceases to 
amaze me how eclectic this stall 
manages to be.   

There were used (possibly new) weather detecting and forecasting 
electronics rubbing up against 1950s pottery and computer photo 
printing paper.  There were, as usual although less sought after these 
days, a huge range of books. 

And there were coffee and cakes 

to be enjoyed in the foyer.  The 
demand there required tables to be set up in the church itself. 

 

 

A picture of the indefatigable coffee and cake 
suppliers, Peter and Linda. 
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Finally there was a 
most welcome 
appearance of 
the Rock Choir, 
which performed a 
number of classic 
hits in their own 
inimitable and 
highly entertaining 
manner. 

As a result of the 
all the efforts of 
those involved, all organised by Helen, raised £1055, a wonderful figure 
in these straitened times.  Many thanks to Helen and all of those who 
contributed time and effort to raising this for a most worthy cause. 

PS The honey sold out very quickly.  Any readers wanting to buy some 
to support the coffee morning/warm bank being 
provided by the church in the coming cold weather 
would be welcome to contact me on 
unitymagazine@hotmail.com  Local delivery could 
be arranged!   

 

Poems 
There’s nothing wrong with slowing down 
To savour life each day, 
Relaxing in the moment 
With nothing in the way 

Life, like wine, is better sipped 
Not gulped back in a rush,  
Time is better when stretched out 
Not piled up in a crush 

Calm those frantic antics 
Take a moment . . .or a few 
Pace yourself . . . take stock . . relax 
And in the end, pull through. 

 
David Thornton 
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Refugees  (Part 1) 
Of late we have heard about people 
taking in Ukrainian refugees, but 
Ealing Green, then the 
Congregational Church, has a history 
of doing just that.  In the early sixties, 
not that long ago, Ealing Green was 
instrumental in taking in some 
refugees from East Germany.  They 
had fled into West Germany in 
increasing numbers.  This caused 
problems on both sides of the East-
West Germany border.  The west, still 
recovering from the effects of the war 
was having problems 
accommodating the flow of refugees 
and the East was bleeding its citizens 
which had a huge effect on its 

economy.  This led to the iron 
curtain being extended finally 
across the country and into Berlin.  
This is a copy of a newspaper 
article from 1961 about some 
German refugees who came to 
Ealing and were accommodated 
by members of Ealing Green, 
among others.  The paper has 
deteriorated in the meantime, so I 
have reproduced the text below: 

Willkommen in Ealing 

German children will not return to 
‘awful’ camp.   

Some of the children from the Bundestrasse camp for German 
Refugees, Hamburg, who arrived in Ealing last week for a ten-week 
holiday, will not return to the camp.  Said Frau Hüniken, social worker 
for the German Evangelical Church, who accompanied the 12-strong 
party to Ealing on her arrival: 

“The camp these children come from is so awful that it is shortly to be 
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closed down for good.  When they return, some of them may be lucky 
enough to get into flats with their families.  The rest?  They will have to 
go to other camps . .  

The children, aged four to 17 were invited by the Ealing Committee for 
International Help for Children, and are staying with local families.  The 
Ealing committee was formed last year, and these are the first refugee 
children to visit Ealing.  But more than 50 offers were received from 
local families to house the children and the holiday may now become 
an annual event. 

Frau Hüniken, who has now returned to Germany, said that she had 
been ‘completely overwhelmed’ by the generosity shown by their 
hosts.  “This is the first time that any of these children have been outside 
their own country.  For several years now they have been asking me : 
‘Auntie, when are we going to England?’  Now that they are here, 
they can hardly believe that it’s true.” 

The children were among a refugee party of 40 which has been split 
up into four groups.  The other groups are staying with families in 
Leicester, Swindon and Merthyr Tydfil.  On their arrival in Ealing the 
children were each  presented with a gift pack, which included a 
stamped view card of Ealing ready for sending to their relatives and 
friends in Hamburg.  They were welcomed by their hosts at Ealing 
Congregational church.  During their stay they will be give a party and 
a coach outing.  Some have already been to Ealing schools. 

The captions on the pictures are as follows: 

Top: Members of the German Party pictured with their hosts on their 
arrival in Ealing.  For all the children, it was their first visit abroad. 
Next: Young guest staying with nine-year old Roger Mayo of Hereford 
Road, Ealing is Albrecht (left) aged ten, pictured here sharing Roger’s 
toys. 
Next: Included in the gift parcel presented to each German child was 
this stamped view card of Ealing 
Lowest left: Four year old Bodo, the youngest member of the German 
party, sits on the knee of Mrs. I. Chalk of Mayfield Avenue, West Ealing, 
and is offered some refreshments by hr seven year old son. Douglas. 
Lowest right: A teddy bear is the same the world over and Gillian 
Carroll admires the toy brought from Germany by her eight year old 
guest, Renata.  Looking on is Gillian’s brother aged four. 

More on this next month.    Lee 
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Collection Point  
What is Crisis at Christmas?

Right now, thousands of people at the 
sharp end of poverty are at risk of being 
pushed into homelessness.
being forced into making unthinkable choices between eating, 
heating or keeping a roof over their head.

Every year Crisis at Christmas opens its doors to people who are facing 
homelessness at Christmas. 
needed warmth, healthcare, food and company to people 
experiencing homelessness across the UK.

Everyone who comes to Crisis is a 
valued individual, treated with 
respect, listened to and cared fo
and it’s the start of specialist support 
that lasts all year round.  
training to help with employment, 
people get the support they need to 
leave homelessness behind and find 
a safe and secure home.
have someone standing by their side 
for as long as it takes. 

Our values are at the heart of eve
mission to end homelessness.

Inspiration 

We can and we do change the lives of homeless people. 
work we inspire others to help end homelessness.

Integrity through knowledge

Our integrity is grounded in our 
from our research and years of working directly with thousands of 
homeless people. 

Dignity 

By giving people the tools to help themselves out of homelessness, we 
uphold their dignity.  We act with compassion, a sense of co
decency, and with humanity.

What is Crisis at Christmas? 

Right now, thousands of people at the 
sharp end of poverty are at risk of being 
pushed into homelessness.  People are 
being forced into making unthinkable choices between eating, 

keeping a roof over their head. 

Every year Crisis at Christmas opens its doors to people who are facing 
homelessness at Christmas.  As a national charity we offer much 

d warmth, healthcare, food and company to people 
ing homelessness across the UK. 

Everyone who comes to Crisis is a 
valued individual, treated with 
respect, listened to and cared for – 
and it’s the start of specialist support 

 From skills 
training to help with employment, 
people get the support they need to 
leave homelessness behind and find 
a safe and secure home.  And they’ll 
have someone standing by their side 

Our values are at the heart of everything we do as we continue in our 
mission to end homelessness. 

We can and we do change the lives of homeless people. 
work we inspire others to help end homelessness. 

Integrity through knowledge 

Our integrity is grounded in our unique knowledge base, which comes 
from our research and years of working directly with thousands of 

By giving people the tools to help themselves out of homelessness, we 
We act with compassion, a sense of co

decency, and with humanity. 

being forced into making unthinkable choices between eating, 

Every year Crisis at Christmas opens its doors to people who are facing 
As a national charity we offer much 

d warmth, healthcare, food and company to people 

rything we do as we continue in our 

We can and we do change the lives of homeless people.  Through this 

unique knowledge base, which comes 
from our research and years of working directly with thousands of 

By giving people the tools to help themselves out of homelessness, we 
We act with compassion, a sense of common 
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Resolve to end homelessness 

Be it through anger or compassion, we draw our resolve from the 
injustice that is homelessness in 21st Century Britain. 

On any given night, tens of thousands of families and individuals are 
experiencing the worst forms of homelessness across Great Britain, this 
includes over 200,000 households in England alone.  For the last five 
years’ core homelessness has been rising year on year in England, 
reaching a peak just before the pandemic when the numbers of 
homeless households jumped from 207,600 in 2018 to over 219,000 at 
the end of 2019. By the end of 2021, 227,000 households across Britain 
were experiencing the worst forms of homelessness. 

What we do 

We support people out of homelessness for good.  We do this through 
education, training and support with housing, employment and health.  
We offer one to one support, advice and courses for homeless people 
in 12 areas across England, Scotland and Wales. 

Housing 

We help homeless people find and keep a rented home.  We do this 
by working with landlords to ensure a supply of places to live, and 
giving homeless people the tools and knowledge they need to rent 
successfully.  

Our Housing resource centre provides information and training for 
housing professionals.  The Help to Rent database lists private sector 
renting schemes across the UK. 

Our priorities for 2018-2023: 

 Ensure that the policy changes needed to end homelessness are 
adopted 

 Ensure that governments in England, Scotland and Wales adopt 
national plans for ending homelessness 

 Demonstrate that homelessness can be ended in local areas 
 End the homelessness of more people through our direct services 
 End homelessness for more people who are excluded from help or 

have complex needs 
 

Please give generously - Thank you and God bless you 
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The Back page: November:  

Church Rotas Could we have some volunteers for readers and the prayer rota – Please see 
Sarah or myself if you are interested/willing to help.  Thanks, Lee 

Notes:  ** 6th November: Holy Communion in a combined Service with Kingsdown  
*** 13th November – Remembrance Sunday - Early Start!   

 

 

Date Tim
e 

Preacher Bible 
Steward 

Prayers Reader Set-up Welcome AV 

6th ** 
11:0

0 
Sue Male Helen  

Helen and 
Antonya 

Jean 
Gill and 

Colin 

Hector 
and 

Winnie 

13th *** 
10:4

5 
Sue Male Chrissy Fiona 

Colin and 
Chrissy 

Chrissy 
Gill and 
Helen 

Hector 
and 
Winnie 

20th 
11:0

0 
Rev. Keith 

Stephenson 
Louise Jane 

Louise and 
Fleur 

 Linda 
Hector 
and 
Winnie 

27th 
11:0

0 
Phil Male Antonya Helen 

Antonya 
and Ela 

Antonya 
Joan and 

Glynis 

Hector 
and 
Winnie 

I love living.  I have sometimes been wildly, despairingly, acutely miserable, racked with sorrow, but 
through it all, I still know quite certainly that just to be alive is a grand thing. 

Agatha Christie 


