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September 2022
Welcome to September’s Unity newsletter.
This issue’s contents are listed below. Thank-you all for your
contributions.
Closing date for contributions for October’s issue is
September 11th, Thanks!
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If you have a picture (preferably in jpeg format) you would like to
feature on the front of the newsletter, please let me know.
Thanks,
Lee
I am being frank about myself in this book. I tell of my first
mistake on page 850.
Henry Kissinger on his autobiography
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Normally From Sue
As many of you probably know, Sue has contracted Covid and, as a
result, is staying out of it for the time being.
As there are many problems that we face right now from the cost of
Living to the war in Ukraine and so on, I was looking for something that
we are all concerned about – and that it the
world we live in. I came across a paper
written by Hannah Malcolm, who is presently
reading for a PhD and who has been on the
BBC Today programme’s Thought for the
Day. This is one of her scripts, which I hope
you will find interesting

Water as Commons (Thought for
the Day)
Script for Thought for the Day, BBC Radio 4, 19th August.
In the last few years lots of my friends have taken up some form of
exercise for their well-being. I can’t get my head around most of the
options. I ran regularly for months and still hated it. If I swim laps in a
pool I get bored very quickly. I only did lockdown yoga a couple of
times before I rolled up my mat. But there’s one thing that has stuck.
Whenever I get the chance, I’ll go for a dip in the sea. It turns out that
a good brining in the cold salt calms me down like little else. I think it
might run in families. My mum would move into a beach hut if we’d let
her. My granddad was a child of the Welsh coast, and even when he
could no longer remember family names he would walk by the sea
and give thanks to God.
Maybe it’s also our shared island identity. Britain is a country of
waterways, shaped by tides, lakes, and rivers. Many of our saints’ lives
take place in and by water. The stories go that St Cuthbert of
Lindisfarne would wade into the sea at night to pray. When he
returned to the shore, otters came to warm his feet. St Ia of Cornwall
travelled across the Irish sea on a miraculously enlarged leaf and lived
a life of prayer in what is now St Ives. Our seas and rivers are a shared
source of food, shelter, spiritual nourishment, and recreation. It’s no
surprise that so many of us have flocked to water over this hot summer.
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It’s also no surprise that many of us feel frustrated and helpless by the
latest reports of sewage being released along our coast. After this
week’s rain, sewage has flowed into dozens of beaches, followed by
swift pollution warnings across England and Wales. These are the latest
in almost 400,000 such events in the last three years, and a government
level plan to reduce storm overflows is due to be released next month.
The health, economic, and environmental impacts of polluting our
waterways are obvious. But some communities also point to its spiritual
significance. A few days ago, a 4ft statue of Mary began travelling
along the River Wye to raise awareness about the health of the river.
Dubbed ‘Our Lady of the Waters and the Wye’, the statue is making a
daily stop for a church service or prayer of blessing. These
campaigners are capturing our shared belonging to this watery land.
The waters around us come as an unearned, unbuyable gift. Some
theologians call this common grace: offered to all, regardless of merit
or status. Given this country’s history of commons – land and water
that belongs to everyone – perhaps we ought to think of our rivers and
seas as commons grace. If we began from such a principle, our
waters might start to recover.
Hannah Malcolm
Hannah Malcolm is an ordinand in the Church of England and is writing
a PhD on a theology of climate and ecological grief. Editor of Words
for a Dying World.

Members rise from CMG (known sometimes in Whitehall as Call
me God) to KCMG (Kindly Call me God) to GCMG (God calls
me God).
Anthony Sampson (b.1926)
Journalist, Author
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News of the Church Family
RON HONOR has been in hospital for the past week following two falls
He has been having various investigations and as a result of some of
these, he is now having a pacemaker fitted.
JEM HORWICH has also been in hospital for a week. She is now much
better and hoping to go home in the next day or two.
Ron and Jem celebrated their birthdays on the same day at the end of
July and then both went into hospital on the same day! Jem is now
out, but Ron is still being kept in. We hope to see him out soon.
DAVID GROVES was in hospital for a week about a month ago. He is
now feeling much better and is managing at home with the help of
carers.
PHIL MALE has now been allowed to remove the sling that he has had
to wear for the past 6weeks. He is having physio to help him regain
more movement in his shoulder.
ELSPETH SINGLETON is travelling to Canada at the end of the week,
where she will continue her studies for the next year. We will miss you
Elspeth ,but look forward to seeing you when you come home for
Christmas. Enjoy yourself! Have fun!
ALICIA MOYO is preparing to go to Liverpool University in mid
September to study Medicine. We will miss you too, Alicia, as you
follow in your sister, Dionne's footsteps. At least you know your way
around from visiting her! Enjoy yourself and have fun! We look forward
to seeing you when you are able to come.
ELA TRAIL has felt unwell for much of the last month, but is thankfully
starting to feel considerably better in the last few days.
JEAN ROSE continues to have pain in her shoulders, first one then the
other and sometimes in both. However she remains cheerful and is
trying to walk about her flat as much as possible.
We look forward to welcoming JANETTE PENDER back again in mid
September after a few months spent in Scotland.
We send our love and sympathy to CAROLINE CUMMINGS- PALMER
and her family, on the sudden, unexpected death in her London
home, of her niece, ELIZABETH.
We also send our love and sympathy to ANTONYA KLOETGEN and her
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family, on the sad passing of her Uncle SAKIS in Athens, a month ago.
At the beginning of September we look forwarding to welcoming
HARIS (Antonya's step father), and his wife CHANTAL, from Athens, who
are coming to Ealing Green on 4th September. We prayed at EGC for
Haris for many weeks when he was unwell last year. They are coming
to the UK to celebrate FELIX's 16th birthday on 5th September. In
advance, Happy Birthday Felix!I
BEN and MELISSA MEAD who were part of our Church Family until they
moved to Colchester last year, are going to come to join us to
celebrate Harvest on 25th September, followed by a Pot Luck lunch. It
will be lovely to see them once again and catch up on their news.
We are always pleased to welcome back those who have been part
of our Church Family in previous years. So it is a great pleasure to have
COLIN and MERLE PAGE from South Africa back in our midst once
again.
In the same week, IAN,
MICHELLE and young
EMMA also came to
see us. They came
from Sydney, Australia
for a few weeks. It is
3years since we saw
them last and Emma is
now 8 years old. See
photo!
Colin and I met them
for coffee one morning
and while we chatted
to Ian and Michelle ,Emma sat quietly reading one of her 'Wimpy Kid '
books which was all in French!! Most impressive.
We think of our young people receiving their GCSE results later this
week. We know they worked hard and pray they get the results they
are hoping for.
We pray for all those mentioned above and for anyone in our Church
Family who may be struggling at the moment for any reason. We pray
that they will be aware of God's presence with them and receive His
comfort and strength for the days ahead.
Gill Hatherall
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Letters and emails
From the Editor
Now it’s not often that you get a letter from the editor in a
newsletter that he is responsible for, but this is written to all of you who
read this and I thought this would be the best place to put it.
I have been producing Unity for almost 20 years now. My records go
back to 2006, but I lost many before that so can’t be precise. A lot of
things have changed in that time, not least 5 Prime Ministers and
Brentford (the Bees) position in the Second Division (equivalent to the
old 4th division) to the Premier League.
Not a lot has changed with Unity except a change in format and
distribution.
I am concerned about its relevance and whether you still want to
keep receiving it or if it’s just something that arrives in your inbox and,
after a cursory glance gets shunted aside. There are a few blessed
contributors who regularly get in touch, but these are a very small
percentage of those who receive the newsletter. I would like to hear
from you if you are not one of those who regularly respond.
What are your views on the content of this newsletter, how relevant is it
to your contact with the church and how should it be
structured/changed to make it more reflective of the church family
and interesting for you?
I look forward to hearing from you.
Lee
Action for Children
Action for Children is a Methodist charity that makes sure
children get the best start in life, a loving place to call home,
food and warmth in a crisis and the right mental health
support. It believes there is a star in every child Ealing Green
has always supported this charity, but, unfortunately, we are
now very short of collectors. If you are interested in having a
home collection box, which is emptied at the end of the year,
please let me know.
Linda Quinn
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Unity
I often start off with a reference to the weather, but this time it’s hard
to avoid as it’s been the hottest summer, both here and on the
continent – ever. Normally it’s the hottest or wettest etc. for several
years, even a decade or two, but this time it’s simply been the hottest.
No near comparisons or anything like that, just straight out – the
hottest. And by a significant margin. So ‘Been a bit warm,’ doesn’t
come close.
This is also a warning to us all that we are in great danger of it being a
more likely or even a regular event. ‘Global Warming’ or if you prefer
the more emollient ‘Climate Change’ has often been looked upon by
many on this (beautiful) island as something that happens to others.
This last month has proved that while it is merely, in overall terms, an
inconvenience, however serious, to us here, it has and can have much
more serious effects on others whose normal climate is not as benign
as ours. Imagine how it feels in some parts of India when the
temperature climbs to ten degrees Celsius over the usual peak of 35 to
40. At that temperature we, as humans simply can’t survive for long.
The effect – increasing areas of the planet become uninhabitable,
mass movement of people takes place. And if you thought that
immigration was a problem now – look out. In the words of the song
‘You ain’t seen nothin’ yet!’
I understand that we are told in the Bible that we should protect the
earth and have often heard the saying that it doesn’t belong to us [the
earth] but that we are the just temporary custodians of it for our
children. So although we are a small island, we have an obligation to
do whatever we can to reduce the present overuse of earth’s
resources.
Over the coming months I will be seeking out and would appreciate
any ideas of how we can individually and collectively reduce our
environmental impact on this beautiful and complex planet that we all
depend on. As the saying goes ‘There is no Planet B’.
Apart from that I hope you had a pleasant break and that, as the
harvest is gathered in, the school year starts and the drift into autumn
gathers pace you are able to enjoy the cooler days and nights and
enjoy the changes that this time of year brings.
God bless you
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Harvest Festival
“Come ye thankful people, come”
This year, we will celebrate our Harvest Festival on
Sunday 25th September at 11.00am.
Rev Sue Male will be our preacher.
We shall be grateful if gifts could be for the Food Bank please. The
current list includes items listed on the next page
We will also be grateful for flowers for decorating the Church and to
take to our church Family who are unwell or housebound.
If possible, please bring your gifts in advance, on Sundays 11th or 18th
September, or on Saturday 24th September (as soon as possible after
9.30am and before 11.30am!) If not possible, you can bring your
Harvest gifts when you come to Church on the day.
Please note that it is Ealing half-Marathon on the same morning, so
please check that this will not affect your journey. We hope that we will
have a good number of people to think of the words as we join
together in singing “All good gifts around us are sent from Heaven above.
Then thank the Lord, O thank the lord, for all His love”

Pot Luck Lunch
This will be our first Pot Luck Lunch for 3 years, so we particularly look
forward to the occasion! If possible, please bring something savoury or
a dessert to share eg: Quiche, crisps, salad and curry – gateau, trifle,
fresh fruit.
Lunch will be served in the Hall after our Harvest Service and will start as
soon as the Harvest Display has been dismantled. Help with this will be
much appreciated.
Coffee will be served in the Foyer as usual.
Do bring a friend to join us for the Service and Lunch.
All are welcome!
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Reflecting Together on Holy Communion
However much you think you know and understand about Holy
Communion and why we celebrate it, there is always more to learn.
Below are nine opportunities to learn more, to study a relevant Bible
passage, to share in fellowship and to celebrate Holy Communion in a
small group. Each session will stand alone so that people can drop in
and out as they wish. Each session, including the celebration of Holy
Communion will last 1½ hours.
Importantly these are for people from any church not just the one with
a noted location. THEY ARE NOT COVERING THE SAME MATERIAL AS
THE TWO SESSIOONS FROM THE SUMMER, but are still framed from
“Share this Feast”.
Session 1 Holy Communion as remembering
Sunday 25th September 6pm at Kingsdown, or
Monday 26th September at 11.15 am at Ealing Green
Session 2 Holy Communion and sacrifice
Sunday 23rd October 6pm at Kingsdown, or
Monday 24th October at 11.15 am at Ealing Green
Session 3 Holy Communion and Personal Devotion
Sunday 27th November 6pm at Kingsdown, or
Monday 28th November at 11.15 am at Ealing Green
Session 4 Holy Communion and the presence of Jesus
Sunday 29th January 6pm at Kingsdown, or
Monday 30th January at 11.15 am at Ealing Green
Session 5 Holy Communion and the work of the Holy Spirit
Sunday 26th February 6pm at Kingsdown, or
Monday 27th February at 11.15 am at Ealing Green
Session 6 Holy Communion and anticipation
Sunday 23rd April 6pm at Kingsdown, or
Monday 24th April at 11.15 am at Ealing Green
Session 7 Holy Communion, mission and justice
Sunday 21st May 6pm at Kingsdown, or
Monday 22nd May at 11.15 am at Ealing Green
Session 8 Holy Communion and invitation to the feast
Sunday 25th June 6pm at Kingsdown, or
Monday 26th June at 11.15 am at Ealing Green
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Session 9 Holy Communion across the Christian denominations
Sunday 2nd July 6pm at Kingsdown, or
Monday 3rd July at 11.15 am at Ealing Green
It would help me to know if you intend participating in these - either
regularly or sometimes.
If you need a zoom version in order to participate please be in touch

Could you help with encouraging the Children and
Young people at Ealing Green?
There have been no formal Junior Church classes at Ealing Green since
the start of the Covid pandemic but we hope that as we return to
normal worship that we will be able to offer enjoyable and meaningful
Junior Church sessions to our children & young people and visiting
families.
When classes recommence later this year, sessions will again be held in
the foyer on Sunday mornings, and we hope to make this space feel a
bit more personal and comfortable for our children and young
people.
For safeguarding and best practice purposes, each session requires a
leader and one helper and so Joan, Claire and Louise are looking for
three volunteers who could join a session once every 3 weeks on a
rota.
No special qualifications or skills are needed except a desire to see the
children and young people flourish and grow in the church. There will
however be an informal recruitment process to ensure this is a good fit
for you and for the children and you will of course be required to have
the appropriate DBS check and to go forward for a half day
Safeguarding training session as part of EGCs commitment to the
safeguarding of its children and young people..
If this is something you would be interested in exploring this, please just
speak to Joan, Claire or Louise; we would love to talk with you about
how you might get involved and to share the volunteer job description
with you.
Claire
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Cost of Living
You have probably heard the phrase on the radio or seen it in a
newspaper – and even if you don’t listen/read either of those, the
phrase is hard to miss these days as so many people are using it.
Inflation is another of those words more in use today than in the last 40
or so years and the effect on many people is profound.
Please think of this when you are next shopping and see the baskets in
the supermarkets just after the checkout. The list below is what our
local Foodbank is looking for if you can spare a product or two.
Alternatively you can donate to the Foodbank directly so that they
can pool contributions and get better deals from local suppliers who
are willing to help.
Whichever way, all contributions are most welcome and will go a long
way to those in our community who really do need the help in these
troubled times.
Thanks
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Chinhoyi – story continues
Ealing Green’s association with the
clinic at Chinhoyi continues. Nyarai
and Franklin visited it a couple of
years ago before the pandemic hit
us all, and Zimbabweans particularly
badly. In 2020/21 inflation in
Zimbabwe hit 837%, (which, bearing
in mind how badly 10% is affecting
people here is breathtaking – and
not in a good way.
Having subsided in the meantime
inflation is now over 250% and
rising, so everything that those in
Chinhoyi are doing has to be seen
against that daunting backdrop.
What they have done is pretty
impressive even without these
problems. The demands arising
from the impoverished national
health system have led those at
the clinic to look at what they
can best do with the limited
resources they have. The
decision to build a maternity unit
seemed the most effective
alternative.
It’s not the height of maternity
care facilities, but with the efforts

of those involved it is a great
improvement on what
prospective mothers could expect
before it was/is finalised.
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The church’s contributions to these
facilities pales beside the efforts of
those who have contributed
equipment and the sheer hard
graft required for this undertaking.
Please keep them in mind when
you consider all the things you
would like to
support in
the future.
They are
doing God’s work and it is good that we do
what we can to help.
Oh, and a word for the man behind the
fundraising – Stanley, someone it is an honour to
know, despite his unfortunate taste in football
clubs (Man U since you ask).
Lee

Macmillan Coffee Morning
I thought it was about time we held another coffee morning to support
this Charity, so please put Saturday 8th October in your diaries. Many of
us have had cause to thank Macmillan for their wonderful work. Can
you help ? This is what we need:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Home-made cakes, puddings, jam etc *
Books in good condition please
Plants, indoor or outdoor
Bric a brac, china, glass, kitchen stuff (you know what I
mean!) the odd Picasso lurking in the loft, etc.
Helpers on the day! I hope to get most of the things ready
the day before ,(Friday between 9am and 12 pm), again
helpers would be very welcome and copious cups of tea will
be on hand.

Please also start to collect carrier bags -always useful !
I have quite a few individual microwaveable dishes, ideal for things like
apple crumble, etc.
If you can help in any way, please see me. Let's make our contribution
to the
WORLDS' BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING
Many thanks, Helen
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A Prayer for Ukraine
A prayer for Ukraine in the
week of the anniversary of its
independence and six
months since the invasion.
Colossians 3 15 ‘And let the
peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you
were called in the one body.
And be thankful.’
Oh Great God, you call us to
Peace. As we mark six
months of war in Ukraine,
call us back to be
peacemakers. Strengthen
all those working in the
region for justice and for peace.
We cry to you to restore the people of Ukraine to a life of freedom and
wholeness. And we thank you for the resilience of our Ukrainian sisters
and brothers, for all who have opened their homes and churches, and
most of all for your deep love and grace in which we trust even in the
midst of earthly conflict. Amen
From the Methodist News
No woman can call herself free who does not own and can
control her body. No woman can call herself free until she can
choose consciously whether she will or will not be a mother
Margaret Sanger (1883 – 1966)
Pioneer of American birth control movement
Contraceptives should be used on all conceivable occasions.
Spike Milligan
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Poems

From my balcony

I stand in isolation on my balcony
beneath a pale blue sky, bathed
in sunlight and I see –
a weeping willow cascading down,
a silver birch shimmering in the breeze,
a flash of purple heather,
and lantern-like fuchsia contrasting against
dark green leaves.
Yet, only a few short weeks ago this scene
was dark and dreary and now its beauty is
revealing God’s handiwork, to give a sign
of hope and all will be well.
Later, I stand on my balcony beneath lead grey sky and I see a
change of scenery.
Gone are the green leaves of the weeping willow and the silver
birch, the purple heather and the fuchsia.
God’s handiwork is sleeping and dreaming of the hope that is to
come.
John Collingbourne

Immortal Lines
Life is what happens when you're busy making other plans. John
Lennon
John Lennon didn’t actually originate these
words and there is a lot of debate about
who actually did, but they speak to many of
us who are trying to plan what their next
moves are all the time.
And then something comes along, as it
always does, and knocks you off the course
that you had mapped out.
It’s easy to scoff and sit back and planning is
something that we all do, and to a great
extent have to. After all if you didn’t plan out meals for the coming
week how would you know what to buy at the shop when you go?
That said there must be a balance between planning and just living
your life as if every day was to be your last. Besides, if you do, you will
run out of milk.
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Collection Point
Christians Against Poverty
Even before the present Cost of
Living Crisis, Christians Against
Poverty has been working with those caught in the poverty trap. Their
work is now even more important, so please consider donating to CAP
this month – and possibly thereafter as the problem isn’t going to go
away anytime soon.
Ending UK poverty
Debt and poverty drain hope from people’s lives. We want to put an
end to UK poverty in partnership wi
with local churches.
Our impact
Churches across the UK are committed to tackling the causes of
poverty in their local area by partnering with CAP and providing free
debt help and community groups.
We’ve helped more than 20,000 peo
people
ple become debt free since 2010.
Pete, outdoor enthusiast, now
debt free
The budget CAP set for me gave me
a plan of attack for managing my
money in the future. Now instead of
spiralling down, I’m spiralling up!
14 million people in
the UK are living
in poverty
This is even before the present situation which is
becoming considerably worse. Poverty is so much more
than going without. Poverty destroys lives. It robs people
of joy, hope, and opportunities. It tears families apart, isolates those
most in need of support, and leads many to believe there is no
way out.
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Joanne’s story
Finances can affect every area of
life, including parenting.
Hardworking single mum Joanne
struggled to make ends meet, and
was forced to borrow money before
the next payday arrived.
When Joanne and her son, Ire, had
to downsize and lost the garden he
loved to play in, Joanne felt she was
disappointing him as a mother. Then
the letters and phone calls started, and she became afraid to sleep or
go outside.
Thanks to her CAP Debt Coach, and a CAP Befriender, from her local
church supporting her all the way, Joanne is now debt free. She is
finally able to smile again, and is even teaching her son how to
manage his money.
13,452 people were supported through the journey out of debt in 2021,
including adult clients and their children
Stuart’s Story
Stuart originally planned to get involved
with his local CAP Job Club by helping out.
However, when he was made redundant,
he decided to attend the sessions himself.
Through the Job Club, Stuart rebuilt his
confidence through the great friendships
he made. Over the weeks they practised
interview skills, worked on CV writing and
identified their personal strengths together. The day after the interview
session, Stuart had a real job interview which he says was an absolute
breeze – and he was offered the job!
With the job he has now, Stuart is able to pay the bills and still has a bit
left over, giving him the freedom to be able to do the things he enjoys.
Please give generously - Thank you and God bless you
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The Back page:
Church Rotas

September:

Could we have some volunteers for readers and the prayer rota – Please see
Sarah or myself if you are interested/willing to help. Thanks, Lee

Date

Time

Preacher

Bible
Steward

Prayers

Reader

Set-up

Welcome

AV

4th

11:00

Alex Anteyi

Louise

Colin

Louise and
Gordon

Louise

Gill and
Helen

Hector/
Winnie

11th

11:00

Sue Male
Holy Communion

Ela

Ela and
Fleur

Jean

Gill and
Colin

Hector/
Winnie

18th

11:00

Glynis Forbes

Chrissy

Helen

Chrissy and
Antonya

Chrissy

Linda

Hector/
Winnie

25th

11:00

Sue Male
Harvest Festival

Alex

Jane

Helen and
Alex

Joan and
Alex

Joan and
Gill

Hector/
Winnie

Notes: Holy Communion on 11th September
Harvest Festival – and Ealing Half Marathon on 25th September
The working of great institutions is mainly the result of a vast mass of routine, petty malice,
self-interest, carelessness and sheer mistake. Only a residual fraction is thought.
George Santayana (1863 – 1952)
American philosopher, poet.
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