
1 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Unity 
The Newsletter of Ealing Green Church 

Ealing Green Church, The Green, Ealing, London W5 5QT 

JJJuuu

The Newsletter of Ealing Green Church  

Ealing Green Church, The Green, Ealing, London W5 5QT 

uuunnneee   222000222222 

Ealing Green Church, The Green, Ealing, London W5 5QT  



2 

Ealing Green Church (Methodist & United Reformed) 

Minister:  the Rev Susan Male  

07939 150194 ~ susan.d.male@googlemail.com 

 Church Office: egcadministrator@btconnect.com /  

020 8810 0136 

Open Tuesday – Friday 10am ~ 5pm 

Website:  www.ealinggreenchurch.com 

Contributions to Unity:  unitymagazine@hotmail.com  

  
Superintendent Rev Rachel Bending 07986 461787 

Church Secretary Position Vacant 

Church Secretariat Position Vacant 

Choir Leader Fleur Hatherall 020 08248 6774 

Organist Fleur Hatherall 020 8248 6774 

Communion Steward Nora Masih 

Unity Magazine Lee Horwich 020 8567 2851 

Unity Distributor Helen Harper 

Ecumenical Officer Position Vacant 

Bible Reading Rota Church Office 020 8810 0136 

~ Groups ~ 

Afternoon Bible Study:  first Thursday monthly at 1.30pm 

Monday Fellowship:  2nd & 4th Mondays monthly at 1.45pm 

Choir Practice:  before and after the service each Sunday 

Luncheon Club:  Thursdays 12 noon—1.15pm  

Full details can be found in the weekly notice sheet 

~ You are welcome to come to any meeting ~ 
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June 2022 
  

Welcome to June’s Unity newsletter. 

 

This month’s contents are listed below.  Thank-you all for your 
contributions.   

 

Closing date for contributions for July’s issue is  
June 12th, Thanks! 

  

Contents:  Page 
From Sue 4 
News of the Church Family 6 
Letters and emails 7 
Christine Edwards  9 
The Clinic in Chinhoyi 10 
Celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in Ealing 12 
June 16 
Poems 18 
Immortal Lines 20 
Toppers 21 
Collection Point 22 
The Back Page/Rotas 24 
  

Front page – The official logo for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

If you have a picture (preferably in jpeg format) you would like to 
feature on the front of the newsletter, please let me know. 

Thanks,  
Lee 

Conscience:  the inner voice which warns us that someone may 
be looking. 

H.L.Menken (1880 - 1956 
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From Sue    
Dear Friends 

My letter will be short and sweet this month because whilst Summer 
brings holiday times – I have just enjoyed a lovely retreat and a visit to 
my parents - it also brings mountains of work when you return.  I am 
sure those of you who are still working know exactly what I mean, and 
that those of you who have retired have not forgotten! 

But Oh the difference! 

We have waited long for normal life to return, and – notwithstanding 
the fact that the virus IS still around – things seem much more usual 
now: 

 We have – largely – returned to church 

 We are moving much more towards worshipping in as full a way 
as we can 

 We can eat out 

 We can have visitors and visit 

 We can go on holiday 

That puts the return to the work mountain in perspective! 

And we have the gift of an extra bank holiday at the beginning of 
June with fantastic TV, street parties, church etc. etc. … and the 
amount of work that the Queen does is astonishing … and what an 
example of someone who takes what she believes God is calling her to 
do and to do it seriously … incredibly seriously.  Prayers for her at this 
time, and wishes of joy for you all. 

What is God calling us to now? 

We have spent some months re-grouping at church.  Now is the time to 
start thinking about mission again. 

 Kingsdown is reinstating the Tuesday club …. And now is the time 
for you to consider if you would like to attend – whether you did 
before or not, whether you attend Kingsdown or not.  Just turn up 
from 2pm – 4pm on alternate Tuesdays starting from 14th June. 

 Ealing Green is starting a free coffee morning for everyone on 
Tuesday mornings from 10am – also from June, also just turn up … 
and bring your friends. 



5 

But what are our next moves for God?  Over the summer we will be 
meeting to look at the way forward for us as God’s people working for 
Him in His world. 

Confirmation or Membership for you? 

I would also like to hear from those who would like to be confirmed 
and become full members of the church.  There are many of our 
young people who have not yet been confirmed and I would love to 
run a class for them.  Be in touch if you are in secondary school or 
older. 

There are also adults who attend the churches but who have not 
formally become members or been confirmed (or transferred their 
membership).  Please be in touch if this is something you would like to 
do…. and if you are not sure … ask God if he would like you to make 
this further commitment to him.  If you are already confirmed and a 
member - could God be calling you to talk with others about this and 
to encourage them into a deeper relationship with him?  I would love 
to form an adult group working towards membership too. 

Could you lead worship or Preach? 

I also say with absolute confidence that there are some in our 
congregations who God is calling to lead worship and/or to preach.  
Please talk to God about this and be in touch with me.  I would love to 
make it happen for you. 

Above all take some time to talk with God.  The Queen is absolutely 
sure of her calling.  You are probably not called to be Kings or Queens 
but you do have a calling which is only for you.  Can you express what 
it is?  Are you answering that call?  Talk to God … and if it helps I am 
there to talk to about this too. 

Back to the work mountain 

With prayers and Blessings 

Sue 
 
 
 
 

  

Conventional people are roused to fury by departure from 
convention, largely because they regard such departure as a 
criticism of themselves. 

Bertrand Russell (1872 - 1970) 
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News of the Church Family 
In the last couple of weeks, two of our Church Family have been 
in-patients in hospital:- 

CHARLES KENNY fell flat on his back while at home, and at first was 
unable to move. He only spent a day or two in hospital and since then 
has been looked after by Eileen.  He is still very bruised and sore, but is 
starting to be able to walk very slowly.  Please pray that the pain and 
bruising will soon subside.  The following day BARBARA HAWKINS fell 
down the stairs!  She was admitted to hospital for 10 days.   Fortunately 
she did not break any bones.  Please pray for her as she is now resting 
at home and slowly recovering. 

Please pray for AILEEN CUNNIGHAM who has been unable to go out 
for the last couple of weeks, due to a swollen, inflamed, painful ankle.  
She is now hoping to be able to get her shoes on and be able to go 
outside very soon. 

HELEN HARPER has been unwell for over a week and we send our best 
wishes and prayers that, by the time this is printed, she will have 
completely recovered. 

A few weeks ago we were delighted to welcome back to Church 
several of our Church Family, who we had not seen for some time 
JANETTE PENDER, JEAN ROSE and JEM HORWICH.  They all said they 
were happy to be back!  We were happy to see you too.  We've 
missed you! 

Our love and sympathy to ELA TRAIL and family on the sudden death 
of her brother, MARKSMAN, in New York.  His body was repatriated to 
Jamaica for burial.  

Sadly we have news of two deaths of our Church family.  JOHN 
COLLINGBOURNE passed away in here hospital this week as did BONI 
MOYO’S MOTHER  in Zimbabwe!  We will miss John, who has been a 
stalwart of the church for many years.  We also wish Boni and the Moyo 
family strength at this time. 

As well as praying for those mentioned above, we also pray for anyone 
in our Church Family who may be struggling at the moment for any 
reason: that they will be aware of God's presence with them and 
receive His comfort and strength for the days ahead.        Gill Hatherall 
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Letters and emails 
 

From Fleur: 

The family of Christine Edwards invite you to a Service to Celebrate the 
life of Christine to be held at our church here at Ealing Green on 
Saturday July 2nd at 4.0pm.  That will be followed with “high tea” 
afterwards in the Church Hall 

Please RSVP by June 15th to help with catering arrangements and also 
we would like to keep a record of people attending. 

Please reply to Fiona on  01543 410152  
or email her at  delfilichfield@gmail.com 
or Kathy at   thatkathyedwards@gmail.com 

We look forward to seeing you there. 
Fleur 

 

From the Office: 

I’d like to highlight our proposed Tuesday coffee mornings – this is a 
notice that is appearing in this week’s order of service, might you be 
able to get involved?   Here it is:  

Coffee Mornings at Ealing Green Church: 

We are hoping to start having Coffee Mornings here in the Foyer on a 
Tuesday Morning, from 7th June.    These will be from 10am—12 noon 
and refreshments will be served free of charge to anyone who wishes 
to join us, all welcome!  To make this work we need your help!   

Can you give up a morning, say once a month, to help set up, serve 
refreshments, clear away and/or be available to talk to folk?  (9.15 or 
9.30am—12.30pm).  Or maybe you can make some home-made 
cakes or biscuits, or donate some purchased ones?  If you’d like to get 
involved, or find out more, please speak to Helen Harper, or talk to the 
Rev Sue or Sarah in the Church Office.  We can only make this 
outreach opportunity work if we have enough volunteers. 

THANK-YOU!!” 
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Unity 
It’s about this time of the month that I start to panic about what to 
write.  The weather is fine, The Bees, down in Brentford, are safe in the 
Premier league for another year and my bees seem to be happy, 
although they are still going through the syrup I have been feeding 
them at a prodigious rate.   

My artistic attempts at painting a shipping container (don’t ask) are 
progressing as planned and all seems to be well  - oh and there’s a 
celebration building up for the coming week(s). 

This issue of the newsletter is aimed to go out a little early to be in time 
for, or a few days ahead of, the big weekend in which we get to 
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 

I have collected a few of the events that might be of interest to you, 
including the Ealing Symphony Orchestra’s concert in Walpole Park (I 
assume, weather permitting) on the 5th June.  Tickets can be obtained, 
although it may be sold out by the time you read this.  But to my mind, 
taking a picnic along to Walpole Park and just listening to the orchestra 
from a distance may well be the perfect end to the day – weather 
permitting of course! 

Elsewhere the summer seems to be shaping out to be slightly better 
than last year’s – and here I am not talking about the weather!  The 
fact that we are now able to go out without having to social distance, 
come to church even, and associate indoors with friends and family is 
a freedom we didn’t have last year.  Last year, we tend to forget so 
easily, none of these things were allowed.  Lockdown, although easing, 
was still a fact of life for most of us. 

But this year, the Ealing Jazz, Comedy, Blues and Beer Festivals are 
once more taking place after the last two years of Covid induced 
cancellation – so there’s much to look forward to – which is always 
nice.  

 That said Covid hasn’t gone away, and the figures are still high 
enough to make one wary of the coming winter – but in the meantime, 
take care and I hope you enjoy the coming weeks. 

God bless you  
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Christine Edwards  
28th August 1933 - April 6th 2022  
Christine was a much loved friend 
and member of Ealing Green 
Church.  Arriving with her husband 
and children with a group of us 
from the Ealing Broadway 
Methodist church when our church 
closed.  We arrived in October 
1972 and the Edwards family soon 
became an important part of the 
life of our new church, Ealing Green Methodist and United Reform. 

Christine, with her musical talent, contributed so much thereafter!  
Helping Denis with the choir, singing in it, arranging music and helping 
with the logistics of many concerts.  She was a competent flute player 
and with Deb Lovell and myself we started the Ealing Green Music 
Group.  We had many players of all ages for many years and Christine 
always encouraged the young players.  We played in many concerts 
and church services.  She was also a great help to all interested in 
having help with music appreciation and other aspects of people’s 
musical journey. 

Christine was also a supporter and member of the Christians and Jews 
Group, through which we had a chance to visit the local synagogue 
and they came to us for joint concerts which she arranged.  She also 
supported Christian Aid by shaking a tin in the Centre or coming to a 
Christian Aid Hunger Lunch, or maybe a coffee morning or sale where 
she would bring her famous meringues and jars of Marmalade. 

These would also appear at other events like a summer fair Fete or sale 
of any kind where she would lend a hand or man as stall.  Sunday 
services were a very important part of Christine’s life and so were the 
Bible Study Groups she went to.   She was very dedicated and 
committed to both and that remained until she moved to Lichfield to 
be near her family there. 

Thank you Christine for a Christian Life so well lived with us and the 
Community.  Our lovely memories of you will always be with us. 

Fleur 
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The Clinic in Chinhoyi 
As most of you know, Ealing Green (EG) has been supporting the 
Church Clinic  in Chinhoyi, Zimbabwe for some years now.  The Clinic 
has been offering help to those in and around Chinhoyi, and some 
from further afield than that, who cannot afford the little that the 
virtually-no-longer-existing state healthcare can offer.  Private 
medicine in Zimbabwe is out of reach to most of the population.  The 
Clinic is very basic, but with the faith that those working there have, it is 
literally a lifesaver for many Zimbabweans.   

The following pictures were sent recently by our contact there, showing 
how strong the faith is of those 
determined to do what they 
can to help in their society.  
Knowing something of the 
conditions they face, I would 
like to put this forward as an 
outstanding example of what 
faith and determination to do 
God’s work can achieve. 

The reception and front area of 
the new clinic. 

 

A spacious, but still empty 
consutation room 

 

 

This is going to be the labour ward 
(delivery room).  Sparsely furnished. 
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Almost knocking off time today- part 
of the staff. 

 

 

 

 

We have started on the walls now.  The excavation has been done.  
Bricks are on site.  The cement footing has been done.  Very soon the 
brick walls will go up.   

The wall is coming up nicely. 

 

Men at work – the builders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The front view.  People stilll like the sunshine outside the building.  So 
now we are working on the security wall which shouldbe completed  in 
two to three weeks.   
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Celebrating the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee in Ealing 
Ealing Council has planned a series of free 
events during the extended bank holiday 
weekend (2 – 5 June)  

On Thursday 2 June, beacons will be lit in 
Walpole Park in Ealing and at Northala Fields in 
Northolt at 9.15pm. If you wish to attend, please arrive by 9pm. 

On Sunday 5 June, free activities in Walpole Park will include music and 
dance on stage as part of the Big Jubilee Lunch from 12noon until 
5pm, followed at 7.30pm by the Prom in the Park with Ealing Symphony 
Orchestra’s 60+ musicians and guest singer – all rounded off by 
fireworks for a platinum finale. 

There will also be roughly 150 street parties in the borough – so don’t 
plan much in the way of driving through the borough that weekend as 
many of the smaller streets will be closed. 

The Big Jubilee Lunch – Walpole Ppark 

The Big Jubilee Lunch is an accessible, family-friendly event that 
celebrates the diversity and talent of west London’s communities. Bring 
a picnic or pick up refreshments from local businesses and settle down 
with family and friends for some spectacular performances. There will 
also be a funfair, bouncy castle, and other fun activities, and the park 
will be decked with bunting. 

The afternoon kicks off with the UFO Steelband, followed by Jham!, a 
playful and energetic production from Srishti that fuses beatboxing, 
saxophone, and classical Indian dance.  There will be more dance 
from Cody Studios, whose members have performed with the likes of 
Eve and Mel C, and music from Blues Dharma (guitar meets south 
Indian lute) and PRSSV’s high-energy tabla players.  Young people 
from Ealing will also be joining in with performances from SA Dance, 
Luna Dance, Voices Singing School, and the talented young producers 
at Bollo Brook Youth Centre. 

Tickets are not required for the Big Jubilee Lunch. Simply turn up and 
find a spot to join in the activities. 
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Prom in the Park 

As the evening draws in,Ealing Symphony 
Orchestra, joined by a guest singer, will be 
performing a unique programme, combining 
of the Proms favourites alongside allusions t
culture, with an opportunity for everyone to join in as the Jubilee 
weekend is taken to a grand finale.

And Elsewhere . . . 
Trooping the Colour 

More than 1,400 parading 
soldiers, 200 horses and 400 
musicians will come together in 
the traditional Parade to mark 
The Queen’s official birthday, 
usually held on the second 
Saturday in June. 

Beginning at Buckingham Palace, the Parade will move down The Mall 
to Horse Guard’s Parade, joined by members of the Royal Family on 
horseback and in carriages.
past, watched by The Queen and members of the Royal Family from 
the Buckingham Palace balcony.

Events across the Platinum Jubilee weekend including
Colour will be broadcast live on BBC On

Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Pageant
Sunday 5th June 2022.  It tells 
the story of The Queen’s 70
year reign and our 
transforming society. 

It will combine street arts, 
theatre, music, circus, carnival 
and costume to celebrate Her 
Majesty’s unwavering duty, 
love of the natural world and 
dedication to the Commonwealth.

The Platinum Jubilee Pageant invit
play a part in the ‘River of Hope’ procession. 

As the evening draws in,Ealing Symphony 
Orchestra, joined by a guest singer, will be 
performing a unique programme, combining 
of the Proms favourites alongside allusions to Ealing’s history and 
culture, with an opportunity for everyone to join in as the Jubilee 
weekend is taken to a grand finale. 

 

More than 1,400 parading 
soldiers, 200 horses and 400 
musicians will come together in 
the traditional Parade to mark 
The Queen’s official birthday, 
usually held on the second 

Beginning at Buckingham Palace, the Parade will move down The Mall 
to Horse Guard’s Parade, joined by members of the Royal Family on 

carriages.  It will close with the traditional RAF fly
past, watched by The Queen and members of the Royal Family from 
the Buckingham Palace balcony. 

vents across the Platinum Jubilee weekend including 
Colour will be broadcast live on BBC One. 

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Pageant will take place on 
It tells 

the story of The Queen’s 70-

will combine street arts, 
theatre, music, circus, carnival 

celebrate Her 
Majesty’s unwavering duty, 
love of the natural world and 
dedication to the Commonwealth. 

The Platinum Jubilee Pageant invited children from across the UK to 
play a part in the ‘River of Hope’ procession.  Forming an important 

Last Night 
o Ealing’s history and 

culture, with an opportunity for everyone to join in as the Jubilee 

Beginning at Buckingham Palace, the Parade will move down The Mall 
to Horse Guard’s Parade, joined by members of the Royal Family on 

will close with the traditional RAF fly-
past, watched by The Queen and members of the Royal Family from 

 Trooping the 

will take place on 

children from across the UK to 
Forming an important 
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part of the Pageant, the procession will comprise of two hundred silk 
flags which will process down The Mall, emulating a moving river.  
Primary and secondary school children were invited to create a 
picture of their hopes and aspirations for the planet over the next 70 
years.  A selection of these creations will be transferred on to silk flags, 
which will carried by secondary school pupils.  The ‘River of Hope’ 
section is being choreographed by Kinetika Bloco with music by one 
hundred young players from London and Edinburgh.  

The artwork for the flags will be focused on climate change and 
incorporates the children’s messages for the future.  Teachers from 
applying schools have been provided with step-by-step guides to 
create a beautiful digital artwork with their students, of which 200 have 
been selected for the flags.  The selected artwork will then also be 
shown up and down the country on screens as part of the Jubilee 
celebrations. 

 

For the more cerebral 
amongst you: 

British Museum 
2nd June – 31st July 2022 

This exhibition presents the 
life and work of the sculptor Mary Gillick (1881-1965), an important but 
little known female artist who enjoyed a burst of fame when, in her 
seventies, she was invited to model the Queen’s head for the 1953 UK 
coinage. Mary Gillick’s portraits of HM The Queen continued to appear 
on the coinage until decimilisation. Gillick worked on the portrait 
between March and October 1952, with one sitting and close 
supervision by the Duke of Edinburgh.   

A highlight of the exhibition will be items presented to the British 
Museum by the artist’s family in 2005, which included medals created 
by Gillick from the 1910s to the 1950s, and a set of large-scale plaster 
models of her portrait of the Queen, and documents relating to the 
new coins. 

  
‘Tis an ill cook that cannot lick his own fingers 

Servant - Romeo and Juliet 
William Shakespeare 
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Another one with particular relevance to Ealing (Pitzhangar Manor 
being once his home) is the exhibition at: 

Sir John Soane’s Museum – Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 

13 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London WC2A 
3BP 

For centuries, Londoners have been 
fascinated by royal ceremony, not 
least Sir John Soane.  In September 
1831, when King William and Queen 
Adelaide were crowned, Soane acquired a pair of sketches showing 
the regal coronation ceremony in Westminster Abbey.  In 2022, Sir John 
Soane’s Museum will celebrate HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with 
a display of royal memorabilia commemorating coronations and 
jubilees, from cups and plates to hairpins and bunting.  These objects, 
lent by staff and the local community, show how the British public, from 
Soane’s time to our own, have participated in royal events through 
collecting souvenirs and memorabilia. 

 

There is a website which includes for all the events registered with the 
government.  You can find out about fre Zumba lessons apparently 
inspired by the Queen, lunches, Beacon lighting (such as the ones in 
Ealing, tree planting, all sorts of creative challenges,  

  

I have long harboured a suspicion that most country songwriters 
moonlight as speechwriters for President Reagan or scriptwriters 
for ‘Dallas’, since they share a desire to reduce all life to the 
dimensions of a B-movie 

Paul Lashmar 
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June  
is the sixth month of the year in the Julian and Gregorian calendars.  
June contains the summer solstice in the Northern Hemisphere, the day 
with the most daylight hours.  In the Northern Hemisphere the 
beginning of the traditional astronomical summer is 21st June.  
Meteorological summer begins on 1st 
June. 

Flaming June (1895) by Lord Leighton 

(Ed: can’t see it myself, but maybe you 
can.) 

 

Things to look out for in June: 

 LGBTQ+ Awareness and Pride 
month 

 National Smile Month. 
 The Summer solstice. 

Since prehistory, the summer solstice has been seen as a 
significant time of year in many cultures, and has been marked by 
festivals and rituals.  Traditionally, in many temperate regions 
(especially Europe), the summer solstice is seen as the middle of 
summer and referred to as "midsummer".  Today, however, in 
some countries and calendars it is seen as the beginning of 
summer. 

And on 11th June – a birthday! 

The Queen's Official Birthday is the day in the United Kingdom and 
most Commonwealth countries on which the birthday of the monarch 
is officially celebrated in those countries.  Note - It does not necessarily 
correspond to the date of her actual birth. 

The sovereign's birthday was first officially marked in 1748, for King 
George II.  Since then, the date of the king or queen's birthday has 
been determined throughout the Commonwealth royal proclamations 
issued by the sovereign, viceroy, or by laws passed locally. 

The date of the celebration today varies as adopted by each country 
and is generally set around the end of May or start of June, to coincide 
with a higher probability of fine weather in the Northern Hemisphere for 
outdoor ceremonies.  In most cases, it is an official public holiday, 
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sometimes aligning with the celebration of other events. Most 
Commonwealth realms release a Queen's Birthday Honours list at this 
time. 

The day is marked by Trooping the Colour, which is also known as the 
Queen's Birthday Parade.  Although it is not celebrated as a specific 
public holiday in the UK, some civil servants are given a "privilege day" 
at this time of year, which is normally merged with the Spring Bank 
Holiday (last Monday in May) to create a four-day weekend. The 
Queen's birthday is the last remaining privilege day, the others having 
been abolished in 2014 and replaced by a 1.5 day increase in civil 
servants' annual leave. 

 Bike Week - a yearly international event, taking place in different 
countries throughout the World.  It is typically a seven-day event 
that advocates bicycling for transportation.  The event has been 
steadily gaining popularity in Asian, American and European cities 
and countries over the past decade.  Bike Week has been 
running in the UK since 1923.  [I’ll bet most of you didn’t know 
that!]  

 Father’s day June 19th  
Father's Day is celebrated on the third Sunday of June.  The day 
does not have a long tradition.  Steve Roud, in ‘The English Year’ 
(2006), states that it entered British popular culture "sometime after 
the Second World War, not without opposition". 

 Take Your Dog to Work Day June 24th  
(TYDTWDay) was created by Pet Sitters International and first 
celebrated in 1999.  PSI created the day to encourage businesses 
to allow dogs in the workplace for one Friday each year to 
celebrate dogs as companions and promote their adoptions from 
local shelters, rescue groups, and humane societies.   

 Armed Forces Day June 25th  
commemorates the service of men and women in the British 
Armed Forces.  

There are also some forgettable days celebrated in other countries 
which would otherwise make up an extremely long list  including 
International Sushi day, National Vanilla Milkshake day (no guesses for 
where that one hails from), Go skateboarding Day, Ratcatchers day, 
and so on.  
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Poems   
 
Invictus 

Out of the night that covers me, 

Black as the pit from pole to pole, 

I thank whatever gods may be 

For my unconquerable soul. 
 

In the fell clutch of circumstance 

I have not winced not cried aloud. 

Under the budgeonings of chance 

My head is bloody, but unbowed. 
 

Beyond this place of wrath and tears 

Looms but the Horror of the shade, 

And yet the menace of the years 

Finds and shall find me unafraid. 
 

It matters not how strait the gate, 

How charged with punishtments the scroll, 

I am the master of my fate,  

I am the captain of my soul.   

William Ernest Henley 
With thanks to Janette 

  

Man was created a little lower than the angels, and has been 
getting a little lower ever since 

Josh Billings (1818 – 1875) 
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June’s Picture 

Let me paint June's picture—first I take some gold, 
Fill the picture full of sun, all that it can hold; 
Save some for the butterflies, darting all around, 
And some more for buttercups here upon the ground; 
Take a lot of baby-blue—this—to make the sky, 
With a lot of downy white—soft clouds floating by; 
Cover all the ground with green, hang it from the trees, 
Sprinkle it with shiny white, neatly as you please; 
So—a million daisies spring up everywhere, 
Surely you can see now what is in the air! 
Here's a thread of silver—that's a little brook 
To hide in dainty places where only children look. 
Next, comes something—guess—it grows 
Among green hedges—it's the rose! 
Brown for a bird to sing a song, 
Brown for a road to walk along. 

Then add some happy children to the fields and flowers and skies, 
And so you have June's picture here before your eyes. 

AnnetteWynne 
Thanks to Marian. 

Two monks were walking on a pilgrimage when they came to a 
river where a woman begged them to help her cross over.  The 
older monk lifted the woman on to his shoulders and carried her 
across, putting her down on the other side.   

She thanked them and they went on their journey.  The younger 
monk bit his lip for the first hour and was about to say 
something, then decided not to, but after another couple of 
hours he could contain himself no longer: 

‘We are not supposed to talk to, or have any contact with 
women, yet you did both.  How can you claim to have kept to 
your vows? 

The elder replied, ‘You have been carrying this woman for three 
or more hours now.  I put her down when my help was no longer 
needed.  In life you have to know when to hold on to something 
and when to let it go.’ 

From Tik-Tok 
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Immortal Lines 
 “Life is what happens to you while you’re busy making other plans”, 
John Lennon 

Well he certainly said it, in a song called “Beautiful Boy” on the album 
“Double Fantasy” released in 1980.  But I first took notice of it (I have 
never been one to take much notice of the lyrics, I’m much more in 
tune with the music) when I heard John Cleese quote it in an interview 
he was taking part in.  It struck me as incredibly profound stating reality 
in so few words.  I can remember and picture me hearing it. I am in my 
old green Volkswagen beetle, hurtling down King Street, Hammersmith 
on my way to who knows where?  I’m probably in my mid thirties. 

I’ve just looked up the quote on my friend Google and am amazed to 
see the number of references these words are given by someone 
called ‘Quote Investigator’. To tell you of a few: 

The much read Reader’s Digest magazine quoted it in 1957 and 
attributed it to Allen Saunders. 

However, we can go much further back than that. “The Macmillan 
Book of Proverbs” quotes: “A Man’s heart deviseth his way: but the 
Lord directeth his steps” (Old Testament, Proverbs) and “Man intends 
one thing, Fate another”, Publilius Syrus, Sententiae, c. 43 B.C.! 

I find myself thinking of my friend Francis who died recently. He, and I, 
were busy making plans for his recuperation after his much-delayed 
operation to remove his troublesome gall bladder. I would go and stay 
with him and help him recover by feeding him good, nutritious food 
(my answer to most things really). However, when he eventually sat in 
front of the surgeon who would carry out the procedure the bombshell 
that was dropped was that he had a tumour. Within 8 days Francis had 
died. In this case, ‘life’ included ‘death’. ‘Life’ could also include the 
pandemic, which caused numerous delays in consultations, poor 
communications and general lack of care. Francis is an example of a 
person behind the statistics bandied about in the media. I still feel very 
angry. 

I tell myself to learn from the saying and live by it too. Francis is no 
longer able to live his life but I am able to. I must live in the present and 
appreciate it – as well as making a few plans! 

Thanks to Linda Field for letting us have this. 
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Toppers – as I now understand they are called. 

You may have seen the examples in a previous Unity, but, as a result of 
the Platinum Jubilee several around us, and presumably around you 
too, have been replaced – as you 
can see: 

Firstly the simple commemoration: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then the more personal touch – 

note the corgi in the enlargement 

  



22 

Collection Point  
This month’s 
Communion 
Collection goes 
to the DEC – 
Disasters 
Emergency 
Committee 
Afghanistan 
Appeal  

The people of Afghanistan are facing catastrophic hunger. We must 
act now to help them.  Families in Afghanistan cannot afford to buy 
food and children are dying.  Health services are struggling to treat 
malnourished mothers and children as they lack medicines and 
supplies. The head of the World Food Programme describes the 
situation as “the worst humanitarian crisis on earth”.  Over three million 
children under five are suffering from acute malnutrition, with at least a 
million of them at risk of dying.  Even before the recent conflict, 
change of government and collapse of the economy, people were 
struggling to survive the worst drought in 27 years, the effects of years 
of conflict and the disruption caused by the pandemic.  In the present 
situation, poverty and hunger have deepened. 

1 MILLION  children are at risk of dying from malnutrition 

95% of people in Afghanistan do not have enough to eat 

The head of the World Food Programme describes the situation as “the 
worst humanitarian crisis on earth”.   

From the BBC (April 21): 

Struggling to survive in cash-starved 
Afghanistan 

Five-year-old Fazlur Rahman has a stage 
four tumour in his neck and Afghan 
doctors are battling to prolong his young 
life with chemotherapy. 

At the hospital you can see the impact aid is having, but also why 
more is needed.  The treatment is free, as the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) has stepped in to fund essential hospital 
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services, but patients now have to buy at least some of the medicines 
themselves. 

The Afghan economy has been left shattered by the aftershocks of the 
Taliban takeover, and even raising around $100 is a major challenge 
for the child's father, Abdul Bari, a farmer from the remote west of the 
country. 

"I've been borrowing money from everyone I know just to try and get 
enough to pay for my travel here, a place to stay and for the 
medicine," he tells us. 

Previously in Afghanistan, around 75% of public spending was derived 
from foreign grants.  Those grants have stopped since the Taliban 
came to power, though humanitarian aid has continued, and around 
$9bn (£7bn) of Afghanistan's foreign reserves have been frozen, 
leading to a shortage of both funds and physical cash in the country. 

A report from the World Bank last week warned that more than a third 
of the population was now no longer able to meet basic food needs. 

Dr Manucher is in charge of 
the cancer ward.  At times, 
he says, hospital staff club 
together to pay for the 
medicines on behalf of the 
poorest patients. 

"Unfortunately we don't 
have a sufficient budget," 
he tells us. 

In fact, his budget is zero.  The department is only still running because 
the ICRC is paying salaries and for some medicines.  By contrast, last 
year, he received a budget of $1m from the Ministry of Public Health. 

The UN is calling for more than $4bn to address the humanitarian crisis 
in Afghanistan. 

There is a desperate need to help save lives, with a rise in severely 
malnourished children and struggling families resorting to marrying off 
daughters at even younger ages than usual. 

Please give generously – they certainly need our help at the moment. 

Thank you and God bless you 
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The Back page: June:  

Church Rotas Could we have some volunteers for readers and the prayer rota – Please see 
Sarah or myself if you are interested/willing to help.  Thanks, Lee 

 

 

Note:  * Holy Communion on 5th June 
 ** Church Meeting following the service on 26th June 

 

 

Date Time Preacher Bible 
Steward 

Prayers Reader Set-up Welcome AV 

5th  11:00 Sue Male * Chrissy Helen 
Chrissy and 

Ela 
Joan and 

Gill 
Joan and 

Helen 
Hector 

12th   Sue Male @ Kingsdown at 10.30am (Holy Communion) - no service at EGC 

19th 11:00 
Kathleen 
Loveridge  

Louise Jane Louise  Louise Gill Hector 

26th  11:00 Sue Male ** Ela Fiona Ela Helen 
Gill and 
Linda 

Hector 

I believe in one God, and no more, and I hope for happiness beyond this life.  I believe in 
the equality of man; and I believe that religious duties consist of doing justice, loving 
mercy, and endeavouring to make our fellow creatures happy, 

Thomas Paine 
(1737 – 1809) 


