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May 2022
Welcome to May’s Unity newsletter.
This month’s contents are listed below. Thank-you all for your
contributions.
Closing date for contributions for June’s issue is
May 15th, Thanks!
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Front page – Just another of the wonderful floral displays organised by
Gill. We are fortunate to have people able to present such beauty in
our church. Thank you to all those who, each week, present us with
these wonderful testaments to the many aspects of life and God’s gifts.
If you have a picture (preferably in jpeg format) you would like to
feature on the front of the newsletter, please let me know.
Thanks,
Lee
I’ve not had any surgery. I am too curious to find out exactly
how I progress every day of my life naturally. As I’ve always
said, don’t mess around with God.
Elaine Stritch
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From Sue
Dear All
Here is hoping you all had a lovely Easter and that you have continued
to ponder on the mystery and implications of Christ’s resurrection in
your life. Slowly the Spring is agreeing to play ball, and the signs of new
life are coming into focus for us.
At church too we are reinstating refreshments after the service and
looking forward to some new adventures together.
New Coffee morning – volunteers needed
I mentioned our desire to hold a new coffee morning for free drinks
(with donations) on Tuesday mornings. We are hoping to start this in
June so there will be more information then. The intention is to run it
from 10am – 12 noon on Tuesday mornings, and to actively encourage
those who walk by to come in. We also intend to have a table which
people can add or take items for cooking, cleaning and personal
hygiene from as needed. We do not yet have sufficient volunteers for
this though so please let us know if you can serve refreshments,
encourage people to try us out, or be there for conversation for those
who come in and might want it. Please either tell me, or tell Helen
Harper.
Focus on Holy Communion
Many of you have had conversations with me about Holy Communion
– about how you understand it, about what you love about it, about
what you find difficult about it, about your desire for it to mean more to
you and to learn more about it – to grow more in your journey with
Jesus. In response to this, I am going to make Communion a focus for
the summer months. It IS about bread and wine, but it is also about
many other things. Here is a list of the ideas which Methodism likes to
explore in relation to Holy Communion – Life in Unity, confession,
Thanksgiving, our offering, remembering, sacrifice, response, personal
devotion “bread for pilgrimage”, presence, the work of the Spirit,
anticipation, transformation mission and justice . It is a very exciting list
which will take us deeper into the mystery of our relationship with God,
with one another and with the world. You might want to add words to
the list, and there will be plenty of opportunity to do this.
We will be focussing on this during our services of Holy Communion at
church, and also through discussion groups.
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The first meetings will take place on these Mondays – either at
11.30 am in person at Ealing Green or at 8pm on Zoom:
May 30
June 27
July 25
Please be in touch if you would like to participate in those initial
meetings since I am going to limit numbers to 12 for each group. I will
run them again if necessary.
I will also continue them beyond July if there is a desire to learn and to
share more together.
Focus on development in Prayer
I am willing to give four individual 45-60 minutes sessions to anyone who
would like to explore their prayer life, try new ways of praying, or talk
through an experience of God or life which they are currently
journeying through. This may work best on Zoom, but that is
negotiable. Please be in touch if this would help your relationship with
God to develop further.
Finally for now
I am also the local preacher and worship leader tutor for the circuit I
am learning as I go along and can now teach an initial module on
discernment, and a second model on “Preaching and worship leading
– an introduction to theology”. I currently lead two groups looking at
these modules – and there are lots and lots more that I haven’t looked
at yet! …but I will soon be thinking about setting up a third group … for
anyone interested – present local preachers and worship leaders,
anyone who is considering becoming one, and anyone who would be
attending sessions on some or all of the subjects. If you are interested
in exploring this please be in touch.
A few things to think about then …
With my love and Prayers

Sue
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I contemplated buying a new cream that claimed to stop the 7
signs of ageing and wondered what they might be.
Incontinence? Talking about the weather? Wearing slippers?
Memory loss? Compulsive need to queue up at the post office?
Memory loss? Inability to comprehend the lyrics of pop songs?
Maria McErlane

News of the Church Family
Soon after April's Unity was printed we received the sad news that
CHRISTINE EDWARDS died peacefully in hospital, on 6th April, with her
daughters Fiona and Kathy beside her. There will be a service of
Thanksgiving for Christine's life at Ealing Green Church on 2nd July. We
support Fiona and Kathy with our prayers.
Please pray for JEAN ROSE who had a setback last week, which left her
feeling weak and prevented her from joining us for the Easter Worship
and Holy Communion, that she had been looking forward to.
Fortunately Jean is now feeling better and we hope she will be able to
join us in Church once again sometime soon.
Sadly a number of our Church Family are mourning the loss of close
family and friends in recent weeks:
We send our love and sympathy to RON HONOR on the death of his
sister, EILEEN.
Also to FLEUR HATHERALL, BARBARA HAWKINS, JANETTE PENDER and
LINDA FIELD who have lost close friends. We pray that they will feel
God's presence with them, giving them comfort and peace at this sad
time.
SUE and PHIL MALE have some long awaited, and much needed
holiday coming up. We hope and pray that they will enjoy themselves,
have good weather and return refreshed.
We also pray for any in our Church Family who may be struggling at
the moment for any reason: that they will receive God's comfort and
strength for the days ahead.
Gill Hatherall

Letters and emails
None this month!

6

Unity
I hope you don’t mind, but I have reprinted an article I included n last
month’s Unity. It’s about the local elections which are to be held at
the beginning of May. It’s not just to fill space, but there are many
reasons why elections are so important, and not least because of the
present political situation in our country or events in central Europe.
Apart from that, as I write, we are experiencing one of the driest spells
in a very long time. I was going to write ‘enjoying’ but I am sure the
gardeners amongst you will challenge that and tell me that the
garden needs more water and it could do with a few solid days of rain.
Still, by the time you read this, all bets may be off and we may be
fondly remembering the dry spell that we once had!
This month, May, sees the time when spring should really be getting into
its stride with summer creeping up on us. It will, hopefully, be the first
real summer for many since 2019. Covid is still with us and apparently
over 70% of us have had it at least once over the last two years, but
with the multiple vaccinations we have been lucky to receive and the
less extreme symptoms shown by the more recent variations, life is
beginning to revert back to what some remember as ‘normal’.
Except it isn’t and, as always, there are problems. The rapidly rising
cost of living is hitting those who are most vulnerable hardest. We can
hope that the government acts more decisively (this isn’t meant to be
a party political point) than it has so far – or we, those who are able to
do so, need to consider what else/more we can do to alleviate the
problems rising prices are causing.
One way is to support the Food Bank whether by donating at any of
our local supermarkets or making a single/monthly donation/
contribution so that those on the breadline don’t have to choose
between paying bills or feeding themselves. In this day and in or
relatively prosperous country this situation is shaming. Your help is so
important.
Another way to help, those less well off than we are, is Christian Aid, for
which Deb is our ‘go-to’ person. Please read Collection Point or the
consider attending the concert in aid of Christian Aid on page 8.
The only other thing that I can think of right now about May is how
wonderful it is to have two bank holidays – and a big one at the end.
God bless you
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CONCERT from CORO for
nd

Sunday 22 May
3pm at St. Stephen’s Church
with tea afterwards.
A programme of unaccompanied part songs and
Tudor Anthems, from a selection of composers
from William Byrd to contemporary Daniel Elder
Help us to turn hunger into hope with
Christian Aid

No booking required. All donations to Christian Aid.
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Thursday 26 May 2022
Ascension Day
Ascension Day is officially
celebrated on a Thursday on
the 40th day of Easter (or 39
days after Easter Sunday). In
many European countries it is a
public holiday, Ascension Day
is a free day for many workers.
Many people take a long
weekend off because the day
falls on a Thursday. The Friday in between is usually quiet, particularly in
shops and offices.
Ascension Day is sometimes called Father’s Day in Germany because
many Protestant men have herrenpartien “outings” on this day. In
Sweden, many people go out to the woods at 3 or 4 am to hear the
birds at sunrise. It is good luck if a cuckoo is heard from the east or
west. These jaunts are called gökotta, or “early cuckoo morning”.
In England, Ascension Day is associated with various water festivals
ranging from Well Dressing in Derbyshire to the Planting of the “Penny
Hedge” at Whitby, a small town in Yorkshire. Other customs may
include “beating the bounds”. In the old days, it involved beating
boys with willow branches as they were driven along parish
boundaries, not only to purify them of evil but to teach them the limits
of their parish. In modern times, it involves people in the locality
walking around their farm, manorial, church or civil boundaries pausing
as they pass certain trees, walls and hedges that denote the extent of
the boundary to exclaim, pray and ritually 'beat' particular landmarks
with sticks.
Background
Ascension Day is one of the earliest Christian festivals, dating back to
the year 68. According to the New Testament, Jesus Christ met several
times with his disciples during the 40 days after his resurrection to
instruct them on how to carry out his teachings. It is believed that on
the 40th day he took them to the Mount of Olives, where they watched
as he ascended to heaven.
Ascension Day marks the end of the Easter season and occurs ten days
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before Pentecost. Depending upon the phases of the Moon in a
particular year, Ascension Day is celebrated on a Thursday. However,
some churches, particularly in the United States, celebrate it on the
following Sunday.
Many Eastern Orthodox churches calculate the date of Pascha
(Easter) according to the Julian calendar, rather than the Gregorian
calendar used by many western churches, so their Ascension Day
usually occurs after the western observance.
Symbols
Ascension Day celebrations include processions symbolizing Christ’s
entry into heaven and, in some countries, chasing a “devil” through
the streets and dunking it in a pond or burning it in effigy – symbolic of
the Messiah’s triumph over the devil when he opened the kingdom of
heaven to all believers.
In Portugal, Ascension Day is associated with wishes for peace and
prosperity. Traditionally, in rural communities, people make bouquets
from olive branches and sheaves of wheat with poppies and daisies.
The olive and wheat are symbolic of abundant harvest; the poppy
stands for peace and the daisy for money. Wheat is kept in the house
throughout the coming year as a symbol of prosperity.

UKRAINE EMERGENCY APPEAL
At the recent AGM, it was decided that the Church would make
an immediate payment to the Appeal. If anybody would like to
add a personal contribution, please either:
Put the contribution in a marked envelope and place it in the
weekly collection plate, OR
Pay direct to the Church bank account (details may be obtained
from Colin or Sarah (in Church Office) with reference “Ukraine”.
Thank you for showing interest in this worthy cause.
Colin
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History of Early May Bank Holiday
Bank holidays have been bringing us long
weekends for nearly 150 years, thanks to a
man who tried to teach his poodle to read!
In 2020, there are eight bank holidays in
England and Wales, nine in Scotland, and
10 in Northern Ireland, bringing joy to millions
of people. Ever wondered why we have bank holidays?
The statutory bank holidays we know today were introduced in 1871 by
banker and politician John Lubbock, the first Baron of Avebury, who it’s
fair to say was a bit of a character. Alongside his banking and political
activities he was a scientific writer, which included an effort to teach
his poodle to read.
Before Lubbock came on the scene and made bank holidays all
proper, the Bank of England and the Exchequer — as well as numerous
other public offices — took a large number of holidays (about 40) to
celebrate royal events, Christian festivals and saints’ days. This was
trimmed down to 18 days in 1830, then slashed down to just four in
1834.
Meanwhile, after the Industrial Revolution, ‘local holidays’ became a
strong tradition, with factories shutting down on certain days and
giving everyone a day off at the same time. You still see factory
shutdowns in some industries and areas of the country, but overall the
tradition faded with the advent of paid leave for employees,
standardised school holidays and a downturn in manufacturing.
The term ‘bank holiday’ can be interpreted very literally, with banks
closing on these days, postponing any financial dealings until the next
day. The Bank Holiday Act ensured no penalties were incurred for
these delays. Before the introduction of the Act, banks feared they’d
go bankrupt if they closed on a weekday, but Lubbock’s work took
away such concerns.
The Bank Holidays Bill, 1871
Lubbock drafted the Bank Holidays Bill in 1871, and when that became
law the first official bank holidays in England, Wales and Ireland were
Easter Monday, Whit Monday, the first Monday in August and Boxing
Day. Meanwhile, Scotland had New Year’s Day, Good Friday, the first
Monday in May, the first Monday in August, and Christmas Day.
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Alongside the standard set, any additional date could be officially
proclaimed a bank holiday, just to keep us on our toes.
Around the 1960s, workers didn’t have as much leave as they enjoy
today, so on bank holidays things got a bit crazy. The seaside was the
holiday destination of choice (£20 Ryanair flights to Europe hadn’t
been invented yet) and people flocked there in huge numbers.
Some of the newly liberated younger generation (you may have heard
the term ‘Mods’ or ‘Rockers’’, had so much pent-up holiday
enthusiasm they couldn’t keep themselves under control, burning deck
chairs and smashing up public conveniences in a freedom-fuelled
rampage that put popular resorts such
as Brighton and Margate
“permanently on guard”, according to
a 1960 edition of The Times.
Another product of giving millions of
people time off at the same time is the
‘bank holiday getaway’, in which
roads are overwhelmed by a
stampede of extra vehicles packed
with desperate holidaymakers. In 2019’s August bank holiday the
problem was made even worse by a heatwave and the closure of
major rail routes. One thing the pandemic did was to dampen down
the bank holiday rush for the last two years – watch out for it this year.
In the workplace these days, bank holidays cause very little disruption
(at least for those not in the retail or leisure industries). They are a much
enjoyed long weekend. People seem more concerned with
strategically booking their annual leave around bank holidays to get
as much time off as they can using as little of their leave allowance as
possible.

"Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance, you must
keep moving." –
Albert Einstein
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Council Elections 5th May 2022
We have heard a lot about repression
in Russia, Belarus and the war in
Ukraine. One thing that Putin and
other dictators don’t want their people
doing, is expressing their will through
democratic means. And if you think
that that’s a long way from going to
vote in a local election – think again. This is a right that many have
died and, sadly in the case of Ukraine and elsewhere, continue to die
for, so please don’t pass up the opportunity you have, on May 5th to
vote for whomever you want to represent you locally.
Why local council elections are so important
Local authorities do a lot more than just look after our bins . . .
Perhaps local council elections seem trivial as a result. But that is far
from the case. Just about everything we interact with within our
neighbourhood is connected to the work done in our local council
office.
What does the council actually do?
Just about everything. From street maintenance, rubbish collection,
community facilities and social care to housing, homeless services,
schools, transport, local parks and libraries. Our local councils have a
hand in many of the services we use on a daily basis.
“Almost everything you see, as you walk around the streets, as you
leave your home and walk around, is in the hands of the council,” said
Professor Tony Travers, an expert in local government from the London
School of Economics. “It’s hard to exaggerate.”
On May 5th, please exercise your democratic right and vote
Lee

Bad officials are elected by good citizens who do not vote.
George Jean Nathan (1882 – 1958)
American critic.
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Poems about Trees
Childs' Song in Spring
The silver birch is a dainty lady,
She wears a satin gown,
The elm tree makes the churchyard shady
She will not live in town.
The English oak is a sturdy fellow;
He gets his green coat late;
The willow is smart in a suit of yellow
While brown the beech trees wait.
Such a gay green gown God gives the larches-As green as He is good!
The hazels hold up their arms for arches
When Spring rides through the wood.
The chestnut's proud, and lilac's pretty,
The poplar gentle and tall,
But the plane tree's kind to the poor dull city-I love him best of all.

(E. Nesbit 1858-1924)

I think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree;
A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
Against the earths' sweet flowering breast.
A tree that looks at God all day
And lifts her leafy arms to pray.
A tree that may in summer wear
A nest of robins in her hair.
Upon whose bosom snow has lain,
Who intimately lives with rain.
Poems are made by fools like me
But only God can make a tree.

(Joyce Kilmer 1886-1918)
With thanks to Helen for these.
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Immortal Lines
As I was painting the other day
(Jane does art – I do painting), a
line from a movie came into my
head. It’s one of those lines that
stays with you if you have ever
seen the movie. In this case it was
from a Mel Brooks film called The
Producers:
“Churchill! With his cigars. With his brandy. And his rotten painting,
rotten! Hitler, now there was a painter. He could paint an entire
apartment in one afternoon! Two coats!”
The 1967 film starred Zero Mostel as Max Bialystock an unsuccessful
producer and Gene Wilder his accountant Leo Bloom, who realises
that Bialystock could make more money if he were to get a lot of
backing for a production that fails
Leo Bloom: Let's assume, just for the moment, that you are a
dishonest man.
Max Bialystock: Assume away.
Leo Bloom: It's very easy. You raise more money than you need.
Max Bialystock: What do you mean?
Leo Bloom: Well, you did it yourself, only you did it on a very small
scale.
Max Bialystock: What did I do?
Leo Bloom: You raised $2,000 more than you needed to produce
your last play.
Max Bialystock: So? What did it get me? *I'm wearing a CARDBOARD
BELT*!
Leo Bloom: Well, that's where you made your mistake: you didn't go
all the way. You see, if you were a truly bold criminal, you could've
raised a million.
Max Bialystock: But the play cost me only $60,000 to produce!
Leo Bloom: And how long did it run?
Max Bialystock: One night.
Leo Bloom: You see? You see what I'm trying to tell you? You
could've raised a million dollars, put on your $60,000 flop, and kept
the rest.
Max Bialystock: But what if the play was a hit?
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Leo Bloom: Well, then you'd go to jail. See, once the play's a hit, you
have to pay off all the backers, and with so many backers, there
could never be enough profits to go around.
So the pair set out to find the worst production they can and come
across a musical called 'Springtime For Hitler: A Gay Romp With Adolf
and Eva at Berchtesgarden.' In this they believe they have found
something that will fail immediately. Meanwhile Bialystock schmoozes
potential backers promising them huge returns for their investment.
Max Bialystock: Leo, how much percentage of a play can there be
all together?
Leo Bloom: Max, you can only sell a hundred percent of anything.
Max Bialystock: And how much of 'Springtime for Hitler' have we
sold?
Leo Bloom: Twenty-five thousand percent.
At the same time they engage some of life’s misfits to put together this
production, including a mad, but harmless, ex-Nazi sympathiser, whose
line I have quoted above.
Bialystock and Bloom attend the first half of the show, which is
spectacularly awful and has the audience booing and shouting at the
stage. At the interval they retire to celebrate the fact that none of the
backers will expect any money back. Unfortunately those of the
audience that return for the second half eventually come to see it as a
satire and it becomes a hit. At that stage the backers come looking
for their money!
The last scene is shot in jail where the two fraudsters are hatching
another plan.
The film was initially conceived in the late 1950s as a satire on Hitler and
the origins of the second world war. The story of how it was actually
made is one that has more twists and turns than the film itself and is an
entertaining succession of coincidences and mishaps. The story is
related in that invaluable source of information – Wikipedia.
More Immortal Lines in the future.
If you have any, please let me know for a future issue.
Lee
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Five historical quotes that we probably misquote
“I cannot tell a lie. I cut down the cherry
tree.” - George Washington’s famous
hatchet job. In fact George Washington
never chopped down the famous cherry
tree
Among his supporters George
Washington, who was the first president
of the United States, was famed for his
honesty. This was often illustrated by a
story in which the 6-year-old Washington
chopped down his dad’s prized cherry
tree but, when his vandalism was
discovered, he immediately admitted to
the crime.
It’s a beloved and oft-told tale, which
became a symbol of Washington's
virtues. It first appeared in biographer
Mason Locke Weems’s account of
Washington’s life. The first edition was published a year after
Washington’s death in 1799. But the story wasn't even included in
Weems’s book until the fifth edition in 1806.
With no other evidence prior to that, some argue the story could have
been completely made up.
May
“Now the bright morning Star, Dayes harbinger,
Comes dancing from the East, and leads with her
The Flowry May, who from her green lap throws
The yellow Cowslip, and the pale Primrose.
Hail bounteous May that dost inspire
Mirth and youth, and warm desire,
Woods and Groves, are of thy dressing,
Hill and Dale, doth boast thy blessing.
Thus we salute thee with our early Song,
And welcom thee, and wish thee long.”
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— John Milton

Collection Point
This month’s communion collection
goes to Christian Aid.
Christian Aid exists to create a world
where everyone can live a full life,
free from poverty.
Our new campaign United By Hope highlights the joyful, relatable
moments that make up our day-to-day lives, and cuts to the core of
what connects us all. It explains how hope drives us, with local
communities, to tackle the
root causes of extreme
poverty so everyone can
have a chance to thrive.
Jessica Mwedzi
In Zimbabwe, the climate
crisis is causing aching
hunger for families like
Jessica’s.
The combined effects of
the Covid-19 pandemic, conflict, and drought have robbed her of the
power to provide for her children.
She smiles with love for her children as she stirs a single bowl of porridge
for them...
...But she knows they’re hungry for more. This one bowl of porridge is all
she and her family can eat today: ‘My children crave a decent meal,
but I can’t provide. We often go to bed on an empty stomach. It pains
me to send them to bed
hungry.’
Like many women in rural
Zimbabwe - 7 out of 10 rely
on farming for income and
food - she toils on her farm,
but nothing can grow on her
ashen, dry land.
Jessica recalls that ‘One year, we had no rain. The scorching sun burnt
my crops just as they were about to bloom. It was so painful and
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disheartening.’
Her husband is unwell, so she's the only breadwinner. Her children look
up to her, but she has nothing left to give.
Once before, when things were desperate, Jessica asked her
neighbours for food but she
came home with nothing.
Jessica is anything but
helpless. In the face of
drought, her love for her
family gives her courage to
stand strong - and we stand
with Jessica.
A ray of hope
As the golden sun fades across the sky, Jessica watches her muchloved sons and daughters sing, dance and play outside. She finds a
ray of hope that she will overcome this tough time - and be able to
provide her children with good food, and a full life, free from hunger.
Could you give today, and help this loving mum provide food and
hope for her family?
How your gift could help
Jessica could grow drought-resistant crops, set up water taps on her
farm, learn how to grow food in the harsh climate. Her dry, dusty land
could transform into a garden of hope, abundant with fresh food like
tomatoes, beans and cucumbers. She'll be proud of the fruits of her
work, and she'll see her children enjoy their first full meal in months.
With your gift this Christian Aid Week, families like Jessica's won't go to
bed hungry tonight. Hope does not disappoint. Hope lives in you.
And 7,000 miles away, the war in Ukraine will drive up food prices in
Zimbabwe, and around the globe.
Without the fertiliser and food - like wheat and cooking oil - that
Ukraine and Russia produce, vulnerable families will be pushed even
deeper into hunger.
Please give generously – they certainly need our help at the moment.
Thank you and God bless you
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A society in which women are taught anything but the management of a family, the care
of men, and the creation of the future generation is a society which is on the way out.
L. Ron Hubbard (1911 – 1986)
sounder of Scientology

