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April 2022
Welcome to April’s Unity newsletter.
This month’s contents are listed below. Thank-you all for your
contributions.
Closing date for contributions for May’s issue is
April 17th, Thanks!
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Front page – Marigold in the day between blooming and being
dispersed by the wind! March 2022
If you have a picture (preferably in jpeg format) you would like to
feature on the front of the newsletter, please let me know.
Thanks,
Lee
People ask how long it takes to do my hair. I don’t know, I’m
never there.
Dolly Parton
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From Sue
Dear Friends
I am looking forward to sharing Easter Celebrations with you this year
after a very disrupted couple of years!
At the time of writing this, we are midway through Lent. Many of us
have been following the Circuit Lent Course, “Unless God Builds the
House” in which we have looked at issues around community, housing
and homelessness. This encourages us, as individuals, as churches and
as Circuits to act in order to improve the lives of people in the
community around us.
INDIVIDUAL / LOCAL CHURCH RESPONSES
At Kingsdown Church , donations for the “All we Can” emergency
appeal were collected in church and through a table top sale for the
community in order to help some of those affected by the war in
Ukraine. I am not sure of the total collected, but it was well over £500.
Many thanks to those who were involved in any way in raising this
money. Ealing Green plans a similar appeal [See page 11].
At both Ealing Green and Kingsdown, members and volunteers
supported the new “Covid- shaped” Night Shelter project by providing
meals for the clients who are temporarily housed in a hotel in individual
rooms. Members and volunteers from both churches have also done
similarly by volunteering in the Food Bank, which has also been reshaped to be safe in the midst of Corona Virus.
At Ealing Green people responded to the “Unless God Builds …”
course by moving forward with plans to start a weekly coffee morning.
This was inspired by several things:
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Reports of a very successful FREE coffee morning being held
weekly by Hanwell Methodist Church, which was seen to be
building community links and giving everyone a chance to chat
… about everyday things, and more difficult things. Here
members are standing in the street encouraging people to come
inside.



A report back from Phil Male who visited Leeds recently and was
handed a flier whilst walking in the street urging him too to come
inside to the local Methodist hub for a free coffee. Something he

took up, and found that the place had become a meeting place
for students.


A sense amongst church members that the best part FOR US of
our previous mission work through Food Bank and Night Shelter
was the opportunity to get to know people who came to them.
We missed this and hope that the Free Coffee Morning idea will
yield the same kind of fruitful opportunities.

This project needs volunteers. I have deliberately kept it in the
Kingsdown Version of this letter as well as the Ealing Green version
because it seems to me an ideal opportunity for the two (or three)
churches in our section to work together. So – the current aim is to
open up for free coffee at Ealing Green in the foyer on Tuesday
mornings between 10 am and 12 noon starting in May. If you would be
willing to volunteer to help serve refreshments and/or chat with visitors
please either tell Helen Harper or myself. Please tell us whether you
can commit to weekly, fortnightly, monthly – or whatever! – rota duties.
If you have friends who are not church members who would like to
volunteer too then please also give us their names! They are very
welcome – we would love to work alongside them!
CIRCUIT RESPONSE
The Ealing Methodist Circuit is holding a get together at Hanwell
Methodist Church on Saturday April 9th (10 am – 2pm) to look at what
our mission as a Circuit might be able to look like. There are some
projects which are really valuable, but too big to be carried out by the
local church! Come and dream dreams about what the Circuit could
do, and listen to suggestions from “Christians Against Poverty”,
“Foodbank”, “Night Shelter” and from people who have been on the
receiving end of these initiatives, and can therefore tell us more about
what is needed than we can ourselves know.
LENT AND HOLY WEEK WORSHIP
… and of course all of this is done in the context of our Christian living
and worship
Friday online worship for the section still continues with good
attendance, and has become a lovely supportive group.
Sunday services are all in person with Live stream available from Ealing
Green.
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IN HOLY WEEK:
Maundy Thursday
We have a section Holy Communion Service to remember the Last
Supper at Pitshanger Methodist Church at 8pm.
Good Friday
9.30 am

Good Friday Worship at Ealing Green

10 am or 10.15 am
(depending on
your start point)

Ecumenical Good Friday Walk of Witness.

3.00 pm

Good Friday Worship at Kingsdown

Easter Day
10.30 am

Easter Worship led by Phil Male at Kingsdown

11.00 am

Easter Holy Communion at Ealing Green

2.00 pm

Easter Holy Communion at Pits hanger

Looking forward to sharing these with you. For the remainder of Lent I
wish you many happy hours drawing close to God in life and prayer.
With Blessings

Sue

I was looking after my 6 year old grandson and I suggested that
we go into the garden to get some potatoes to cook for dinner.
He was digging away when he suddenly looked at me with a
very puzzled expression, and said ‘Nana, why do you bury your
potatoes?’
Pat Boucher
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News of the Church Family
Several of our Church Family have had Covid and some have just
contracted it! We pray that all will recover completely, very quickly.
Please pray for DAVID GROVES who has lost some of the strength in his
legs, which is affecting his mobility and causing him to lose some
confidence. It was good to have you back in Church this week, David.
We are delighted that JANETTE PENDER is back home after about
7 months in Scotland. We pray that you will settle back quickly,
Janette. Are you going to do the Highland fling wearing your
kilt, when we next see you? Can't miss that!!
We continue to pray for JEAN ROSE who has some good days and
some that are not so good! She is getting help from the Doctors and is
pleased with what they are doing.
Please support BARBARA HAWKINS with your prayers, as she has just
lost yet another family member and is struggling.
It was good to hear from PETER CHADBURN that he and ROSA had
arrived in Portugal, where they have bought a house 150metres from
the beach! It is 25minutes from Porto and 15minutes from the airport.
We hope you will both settle in quickly and happily, Peter, and will be
able to join us for a service, as you mentioned, on livestream. Peter
plans to send us an update very soon
We also heard from COLIN PAIGE in South Africa. Although MERLE was
discharged from hospital mid January, she still did not feel well and a
month or so later was admitted to another hospital, where there is a
resident 'chest doctor'. Another chest condition was found and is now
being treated. We hope and pray that this will bring complete healing
and restoration of health. As a result of Merle's poor health in the last
few months they have decided to move to a retirement village, where
there will be medical facilities close at hand. Obviously they are now
very busy, but they are still hoping they will be able to come over to UK
,including EGC, later this year. We hope so too!
As well as praying for those mentioned above, we also pray for any in
our Church Family who may be struggling at the moment for any
reason: that they will be aware of God's presence with them and
receive His comfort and strength for the days ahead.
Gill Hatherall
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Unity
I’ve been putting together this monthly newsletter for a few years now.
My oldest electronic Unity folder is from 2005, but I started a few years
earlier than that, on a now long defunct computer. In those heady
days I had to get hard copy to a printer/copyshop in Hanwell as the
church didn’t have a suitable printer. Times change! So I thought it
was time I asked, again, if people still wanted what I scramble together
at the end of each month? Does this newsletter contain sufficient of
interest to make you pick it up or is it something that appears in your
inbox and is quietly deleted or simply not read. Now, I realise the
likelihood of getting a reply to anyone for whom the last option applies
is unlikely, but if you have read so far I would be very interested to get
your response. Should I be including/deleting stuff?
I am at present sitting at home (I do all my best typing sitting down)
positive that I have one of the newer mutations of Covid. My partner
in crime has also got it, so my commiserations to everyone else out
there, and the numbers are increasing, who has it.
According to the government I am no longer legally required to self
isolate, but I will be staying in and working my way through the long list
of jobs I have compiled (and had compiled for me), including finishing
up this newsletter. I am also going to attempt to reduce the
outstanding number of books I promised myself I would read, in my
New Year’s Resolution. Without Covid, I am sure, the books would
have remained in the pile on the shelf where they have been since
receiving them as my Christmas present. This is making me feel
surprisingly virtuous, although I won’t be able to capitalise on such
feelings by turning up to church on Sunday!
I am a quarter of the way through Pickwick Papers, which I am finding
amusing, although Dickens’ length of sentences makes me re-read
many to make sure I have fully appreciated what has been said. The
next one, Ayn Rand, The Fountainhead, is going to be a daunting
read. Has anyone out there have views on Ayn Rand?
Lastly, apart from the Communion Collection, please consider the DEC
appeal for Ukrainian refugees - and read what the Methodist President
says about our duty as Christians.
God bless you

8

Letters and emails
John Collingbourne
wishes all at Ealing Green a very Blessed and Happy Easter. He also
thanks them for their continued support and prayers during his
extended stay in his flat.
Blessings
John
HOPE
A band of Yellow, and a band of Blue.
A neighbour invaded by neighbour.
Blend Yellow, blend Blue:
Green : the colour of hope.
John Collingbourne

Thanks to Marian
for this
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From the Methodist News:
Presidential Statement on Ukraine
The overwhelming response to the Government’s Homes for Ukraine
scheme shows clear support amongst the public for helping those
seeking sanctuary. Methodist churches and members around the UK
stand ready to open their homes and lives to Ukrainians who
desperately need our friendship and solidarity.
The scheme also demonstrates that when called for, the Government
can find resources and commit to helping people in need. We are
grateful that the Government has listened to the widespread calls for
them to act and to begin to open routes by which Ukrainians can
come to the UK for safety.
However, whilst communities are united in offering support and
protection to those fleeing an unimaginable situation, we remain
concerned that this welcoming approach appears to be at odds with
the Government’s response to refugees from other parts of the world.
Over the past few weeks, non-Ukrainian nationals fleeing the conflict
have been treated with hostility across Europe. Many foreign students,
refugees who have settled within Ukraine and others who have made
Ukraine their home have struggled to find routes out of the conflict,
and have instead faced discrimination and harsh treatment. All
people fleeing Ukraine need to be offered safety, not only those
holding a Ukrainian passport.
In the UK, this hostility is particularly demonstrated in the Nationality and
Borders Bill currently going through Parliament.
With this Bill, the Government is continuing to pursue a hostile and
unwelcoming approach towards some of the most vulnerable people
in the world. The Bill will have a detrimental impact on many people
seeking refuge, criminalising people with a legitimate claim to asylum,
keeping families apart and undermining people’s right to refugee
protection. The Bill currently presents no new safe routes by which
refugees can reach the UK, leaving people fleeing conflict and
persecution in places such as Yemen, Syria and Iran without options.
At the same time as the Government asks us to open our homes to
Ukrainian refugees, they are closing the door on refugees from around
the world.
The Refugee Convention was established over 70 years ago in 1951, in
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the wake of war. Signatories to the convention committed that the
way someone travelled to seek refugee protection should not matter,
acknowledging that escaping conflict, oppression and persecution
was the immediate priority. Despite the risk of war rising once again,
the Nationality and Borders Bill directly undermines this principle.
As Christians, we are called to welcome the stranger, and to recognise
God amongst them. We cannot abide any kind of discrimination
which seeks to ignore or mar the image of God that all people bear.
This Bill which judges a person’s legitimate claim to sanctuary based on
how they arrive in the UK should not be tolerated. Just as the
Government is right to make every effort to welcome people from
Ukraine, we must ensure that this effort is made whenever necessary.
Any response to people fleeing conflict in Ukraine must now be
applied across the board. We urge the Government to look carefully
at the Nationality and Borders Bill, recognise this inconsistency, and
take immediate action so that all who seek sanctuary are protected.
The President and Vice-President of the Conference
Revd Sonia Hicks and Barbara Easton

UKRAINE EMERGENCY APPEAL
At the recent AGM, it was decided that the Church would make
an immediate payment to the Appeal. If anybody would like to
add a personal contribution, please either:
Put the contribution in a marked envelope and place it in the
weekly collection plate, OR
Pay direct to the Church bank account (details may be obtained
from Colin or Sarah (in Church Office) with reference “Ukraine”.
Thank you for showing interest in this worthy cause.
Colin
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Council Elections 5th May 2022
We have heard a lot about repression
in Russia, Belarus and the war in
Ukraine. One thing that Putin and
other dictators don’t want their people
doing, is expressing their will through
democratic means. And if you think
that that’s a long way from going to
vote in a local election – think again. This is a right that many have
died and, sadly in the case of Ukraine and elsewhere, continue to die
for, so please don’t pass up the opportunity you have, on May 5th to
vote for whomever you want to represent you locally.
Why local council elections are so important
Local authorities do a lot more than just look after our bins . . .
Perhaps local council elections seem trivial as a result. But that is far
from the case. Just about everything we interact with within our
neighbourhood is connected to the work done in our local council
office.
What does the council actually do?
Just about everything. From street maintenance, rubbish collection,
community facilities and social care to housing, homeless services,
schools, transport, local parks and libraries. Our local councils have a
hand in many of the services we use on a daily basis.
“Almost everything you see, as you walk around the streets, as you
leave your home and walk around, is in the hands of the council,” said
Professor Tony Travers, an expert in local government from the London
School of Economics. “It’s hard to exaggerate.”
On May 5th, please exercise your democratic right and vote
Lee

Bad officials are elected by good citizens who do not vote.
George Jean Nathan (1882 – 1958)
American critic.
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Why Easter is called
Easter, and other littleknown facts about the
holiday
The date of Easter, when the
resurrection of Jesus is said to have
taken place, changes from year to
year.
The reason for this variation is that
Easter always falls on the first Sunday after the first full moon following
the spring equinox.
This dating of Easter goes back to the complicated origins of this
holiday and how it has evolved over the centuries.
Easter is quite similar to other major holidays like Christmas and
Halloween, which have evolved over the last 200 years or so. In all of
these holidays, Christian and non-Christian (pagan) elements have
continued to blend together.
Easter as a rite of spring
Most major holidays have some connection to the changing of
seasons. This is especially obvious in the case of Christmas. The New
Testament gives no information about what time of year Jesus was
born. Many scholars believe, however, that the main reason Jesus’
birth came to be celebrated on December 25 is because that was the
date of the winter solstice according to the Roman calendar.
Since the days following the winter solstice gradually become longer
and less dark, it was ideal symbolism for the birth of “the light of the
world” as stated in the New Testament’s Gospel of John.
Similar was the case with Easter, which falls in close proximity to
another key point in the solar year: the vernal equinox (around March
20), when there are equal periods of light and darkness. For those in
northern latitudes, the coming of spring is often met with excitement,
as it means an end to the cold days of winter.
Spring also means the coming back to life of plants and trees that
have been dormant for winter, as well as the birth of new life in the
animal world. Given the symbolism of new life and rebirth, it was only
13

natural to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus at this time of the year.
The naming of the celebration as “Easter” seems to go back to the
name of a pre-Christian goddess in England, Eostre, who was
celebrated at beginning of spring. The only reference to this goddess
comes from the writings of the Venerable Bede, a British monk who
lived in the late seventh and early eighth century. As religious studies
scholar Bruce Forbes summarises:
“Bede wrote that the month in which English Christians were
celebrating the resurrection of Jesus had been called
Eosturmonath in Old English, referring to a goddess named Eostre.
And even though Christians had begun affirming the Christian
meaning of the celebration, they continued to use the name of
the goddess to designate the season.”
Bede was so influential for later Christians that the name stuck, and
hence Easter remains the name by which the English, Germans and
Americans refer to the festival of Jesus’ resurrection.
The connection with Jewish Passover
It is important to point out that while the name “Easter” is used in the
English-speaking world, many more cultures refer to it by terms best
translated as “Passover” (for instance, “Pascha” in Greek) – a
reference, indeed, to the Jewish festival of Passover.
In the Hebrew Bible, Passover is a festival that commemorates the
liberation of the Jewish people from slavery in Egypt, as narrated in the
Book of Exodus. It was and continues to be the most important Jewish
seasonal festival, celebrated on the first full moon after the vernal
equinox.
At the time of Jesus, Passover had special significance, as the Jewish
people were again under the dominance of foreign powers (namely,
the Romans). Jewish pilgrims streamed into Jerusalem every year in
the hope that God’s chosen people (as they believed themselves to
be) would soon be liberated once more.
On one Passover, Jesus travelled to Jerusalem with his disciples to
celebrate the festival. He entered Jerusalem in a triumphal procession
and created a disturbance in the Jerusalem Temple. It seems that
both of these actions attracted the attention of the Romans, and that
as a result Jesus was executed around the year A.D. 30.
Some of Jesus’ followers, however, believed that they saw him alive
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after his death, experiences that gave birth to the Christian religion. As
Jesus died during the Passover festival and his followers believed he
was resurrected from the dead three days later, it was logical to
commemorate these events in close proximity.
Resurrection.
Fr Lawrence Lew,
Some early Christians chose to
celebrate the resurrection of
Christ on the same date as the
Jewish Passover, which fell
around day 14 of the month of
Nisan, in March or April. These
Christians were known as
Quartodecimans (the name
means “Fourteeners”).
By choosing this date, they put
the focus on when Jesus died and also emphasized continuity with the
Judaism out of which Christianity emerged. Some others instead
preferred to hold the festival on a Sunday, since that was when Jesus’
tomb was believed to have been found.
In A.D. 325, the Emperor Constantine, who favoured Christianity,
convened a meeting of Christian leaders to resolve important disputes
at the Council of Nicaea. The most fateful of its decisions was about
the status of Christ, whom the council recognized as “fully human and
fully divine.” This council also resolved that Easter should be fixed on a
Sunday, not on day 14 of Nisan. As a result, Easter is now celebrated
on the first Sunday after the first full moon of the vernal equinox.
Easter customs
Easter, like Christmas, has accumulated a great many traditions, some
of which have little to do with the Christian celebration of the
Resurrection but derive from folk customs. The custom of the Easter
lamb appropriates both the appellation used for Jesus in Scripture
(“behold the lamb of God which takes away the sins of the world,”
John 1:29) and the lamb’s role as a sacrificial animal in ancient Israel.
In antiquity Christians placed lamb meat under the altar, had it
blessed, and then ate it on Easter. Since the 12th century the Lenten
fast has ended on Easter with meals including eggs, ham, cheeses,
bread, and sweets that have been blessed for the occasion.
15

The Easter bunny and Easter
eggs
The custom of associating a
rabbit or bunny with Easter
arose in Protestant areas in
Europe in the 17th century but
did not become common until
the 19th century. The Easter
rabbit is said to lay the eggs as
well as decorate and hide them. In the United States the Easter rabbit
also leaves children baskets with toys and candies on Easter morning.
In a way, this was a manifestation of the Protestant rejection of
Catholic Easter customs. In some European countries, however, other
animals—in Switzerland the cuckoo, in Westphalia the fox—brought the
Easter eggs.
In early America, the Easter festival was far more popular among
Catholics than Protestants. For instance, the New England Puritans
regarded both Easter and Christmas as too tainted by non-Christian
influences to be appropriate to celebrate. Such festivals also tended
to be opportunities for heavy drinking and merrymaking.
The fortunes of both holidays changed in the 19th century, when they
became occasions to be spent with one’s family. This was done partly
out of a desire to make the
celebration of these
holidays less rowdy.
Children on an egg hunt.
But Easter and Christmas
also became reshaped as
domestic holidays because
understandings of children
were changing. Prior to the
17th century, children were
rarely the centre of attention. As historian Stephen Nissenbaum writes,
“…children were lumped together with other members of the lower
orders in general, especially servants and apprentices – who, not
coincidentally, were generally young people themselves.”
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From the 17th century onward, there was an increasing recognition of
childhood as a time of life that should be joyous, not simply as
preparatory for adulthood. This “discovery of childhood” and the
doting upon children had profound effects on how Easter was
celebrated.
It is at this point in the holiday’s development that Easter eggs and the
Easter bunny become especially important. Decorated eggs had
been part of the Easter festival at least since medieval times, given the
obvious symbolism of new life. A vast amount of folklore surrounds
Easter eggs, and in a number of Eastern European countries, the
process of decorating them is extremely elaborate. Several Eastern
European legends describe eggs turning red (a favourite colour for
Easter eggs) in connection with the events surrounding Jesus’ death
and resurrection.
Yet it was only in the 17th century that a German tradition of an “Easter
hare” bringing eggs to good children came to be known. Hares and
rabbits had a long association with spring seasonal rituals because of
their amazing powers of fertility.
When German immigrants settled in Pennsylvania in the 18th and 19th
centuries, they took this tradition with them. The wild hare also
became supplanted by the more docile and domestic rabbit, in
another indication of how the focus moved toward children.
As Christians celebrate the festival this spring in commemoration of
Jesus’ resurrection, the familiar sights of the Easter bunny and Easter
eggs serve as a reminder of the holiday’s very ancient origins outside
of the Christian tradition.
Sources:
Brent Landau - Lecturer in Religious Studies, The University of
Texas at Austin College of Liberal Arts
And Encyclopaedia Brittanica: Hans J. Hillerbrand •
The secret of my youthful appearance is simply – mashed
swede. As a face mask, as a night cap, and in an emergency,
as a draught excluder.
Kitty, Victoria Wood
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Francis Drake prayer and some reflections.
Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with ourselves,
When our dreams have come true
Because we have dreamed too little,
When we arrived safely
Because we sailed too close to the shore.
Disturb us, Lord, when
With the abundance of things we possess
We have lost our thirst
For the waters of life:
Having fallen in love with life,
We have ceased to dream of eternity
And in our efforts to build a new earth,
We have allowed our vision
Of the new Heaven to dim.
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly,
To venture on wider seas
Where storms will show Your mastery:
Where losing sight of land,
We shall find the stars.
We ask You to push back
The horizons of our hopes;
And to push into the future
In strength, courage, hope , and love.
Attributed to Sir Francis Drake – 1577
Do not disturb! This sign is a familiar one, in libraries, on locked doors in
offices and homes. It is obvious in the avoidance of eye contact, in
the muffled ‘sorry’ as we shuffle past those with palms outstretched.
The prayer attributed to Sir Francis Drake invites us to take a different
approach – to actively encourage our being disturbed/distracted.
The way of Christ is not to wait until the ape cart has ben overturned
but to instigate the moving of the apples in order that there would be
some movement. Disturb us! The requires fluidity, flexibility, movement.
There is nothing staid about a disturbance. A disturbance usually
involves a flurry of activity. It is a signal that something out of the
ordinary has happened, and unexpectedly. It can sometimes involve
wonder and amazement.
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Poetry Corner
Easter
When the year is beginning again,
The sleet coming in wet cotton on the wind
To build against the dykes;
And sometimes the sun like a single eye
Blind behind the clouds;
And daffodils, the frail green of them,
Hidden away and hurting in the wind
I am no longer full of my own emptiness
But just light and sky, listening,
And able to hear at last .

The Carpenter
for three years he did nothing but work with wood;
had served his apprenticeship, root and branch,
could smooth the roughness from damaged goods
and cut to the living heart
the sap that ran him was pure
flowed through hands and words
a whole song, so they marvelled
at something they'd never heard
except he was just too good:
in the end they took his own tools,
killed him on a hill
with wood and nails
three days he lay
a seed in the sleeping earth, until
he burst open, back and beautiful
here, and here, and here, and here.
(both poems by Kenneth Steven 1968- )
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Five historical quotes that we probably misquote
“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do
nothing.” - Edmund Burke
Edmund Burke was an 18th -Century philosopher, statesman and writer
who was an MP for the Whig Party for over 20 years. Among his most
regularly referenced quotations is this one.
It sounds impressive, but some have argued that it's a bit dubious in its
meaning. As David Bromwich - author of The Intellectual Life of
Edmund Burke - said to Reuters: “The thing that strikes you about this
saying... is how little sense it
makes: the silence of good
men isn’t the only thing
necessary for the triumph of
evil. The persons advancing
the evil... must be strong and
determined; and the lukewarm
must be either cowed into
submission or willing to go
along.”
What Burke did say, in 1770,
was, “When bad men
combine, the good must
associate; else they will fall,
one by one, an unpitied
sacrifice in a contemptible
struggle.”
The quote seems to have been
warped soon after, and was
even referenced by President
John F. Kennedy in a famous
speech in 1961.
Burke’s Law. Edmund Burke supporting a motion for the abolition of
slavery in the House of Commons in 1788
I knew I was going bald when it was taking longer and longer to
wash my face.
Harry Hill
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Collection Point
April, and Easter’s Communion
Collection goes to:
Methodist Women in Britain
Methodist Women in Britain
(MWiB) is a self-financing volunteer-run charity within the Methodist
Church in Britain.
Our aims are three-fold:
 to bring women together, encouraging one another to know
Christ and to make him known, as Methodist women and as part
of the wider Church in the world;
 to encourage, resource and train women members of the
Methodist Church, equipping them to participate more fully in the
wider church and in society;
 to connect women in Britain with women overseas, working in
partnership with others to raise awareness of and act upon issues
of social justice around the world.
We do this by:
 providing fellowship and training events, including the annual
residential conference, pilgrimage opportunities, and one-day
events;
 producing print and online resources and publications, for worship
and spiritual growth, and for advocating and providing
information on issues of social concern;
 highlighting areas of need and raising funds or providing other
goods or services to support partners and agencies working to
alleviate poverty and injustice.
The MWiB Forum acts as the Trustees and the main decision-making
body of the charity, and outside of Forum meetings the work of MWiB is
taken forward by an Executive team of five women. How it Works: find
out more about our structure and constitution, and the ethos behind
our name, below.
MWiB works closely with the wider Methodist Church, particularly the
Global Relationships Team, and is a full member of the World
Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women. The United
21

Nations Sustainable Development Goals form the basis of our work,
activities, events and projects, and everything we do is encompassed
within four areas:
~ Creative Spirituality ~
~ World Church Focus ~
~ Global Social Justice ~
~ Resourcing and Enabling ~
Whenever possible MWiB seeks to work in partnership with other
organisations whose work is in line with our own aims and purposes,
and we are currently working particularly closely with All We Can
(Methodist Relief and Development), Touchstone, Methodist Heritage,
and twelvebaskets.
The aims and activities of Methodist Women in Britain are summed up
in our mission statement:
For women, for justice, for Christ
WORLD CHURCH FOCUS
The principal aim of the women’s
movement in the Methodist Church,
established in the 1850s, was to train,
equip, and finance the sending of
women missionaries overseas, and this
remains one of the principle aims of Methodist Women in Britain. MWiB
continues to support today’s Mission Partners with pastoral, practical
and prayer support.
Working closely with the World Federation of Methodist and Uniting
Church Women, the British Methodist Church’s Global Relationships
team, and other partner organisations, MWiB maintains links with
women in our 65 Partner Churches around the world, joining with them
in prayer and worship in shared events and resources, meeting with
them for fellowship and encounter in overseas and exchange visits,
and working with them to raise awareness and campaign on a variety
of social justice issues.
As part of the World Federation’s Europe: Britain and Ireland Area, we
relate particularly closely with Methodist Women in Ireland, and with
the Europe: Continental Area, jointly organising Area events and
enjoying exchange visits between our annual residential conferences.
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About Easter Offering
Each year, the Methodist Church holds an Easter Offering dedication
service. This tradition dates back to 1883, when women in Manchester
collected £32 for missionary work overseas from 'Christmas pennies' at
family gatherings on Christmas Day. In March 1884, the London Districts
distributed Easter envelopes and collecting bags asking for a penny a
head, and collected around £100. In 1900, Women’s Work raised
£1,655 for the work of overseas missions.
Since then, each successive Methodist women’s movement has
encouraged donations in support of God’s mission. Recently,
Methodist Women in Britain (supported by the Global Relationships
team) have produced an annual service of dedication, often used
widely around the Connexion as a circuit service.
All the money raised through the Easter Offering goes to the World
Mission Fund of the Methodist Church in Britain for work in our Partner
Churches around the world.
In 2019, collections from Easter Offering services raised over £370,000,
thanks to the generosity of Methodist men, women and children.
We thank Methodist Women in Britain for running this appeal, and you
for making a difference by contributing to God’s mission in this way.
Please give generously – they certainly need our help at the moment.
Thank you and God bless you

I suppose you think that persons who are as old as me are
always thinking about very grave things, but I know that I am
meditating on the same old themes that we did when we were
10 years old, only we go more gravely about it.
Henry David Thoreau
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Church Rotas

Date

April:

Could we have some volunteers for readers and the prayer rota – Please see
Sarah or myself if you are interested/willing to help. Thanks, Lee

Time

Preacher

Bible
Steward

Prayers

Reader

Set-up

Welcome

AV

3rd

11:00

Holy Communion
Sue Male

Chrissy

Sue

Chrissy &
Ela

Chrissy

Helen

Hector

10th

11:00

Palm Sunday
Keith Stephenson

Helen

Colin

Helen &
Gordon

Jean

Jean

Hector

15th

09:30

Good Friday
Sue Male

17th

11:00

Easter Sunday
Holy Communion

Jane

Sue

Jane & Ela

Jane

Joan

Hector

24th

11:00

April

No service at Ealing Green - Circuit Service at Greenford Methodist Church

I came across this the other day and wondered if any of you would subscribe to it:
Editor: a person employed on a newspaper, whose business it is to separate the wheat
from the chaff, and to see that the chaff gets printed.
Edward Hubbard (1856 – 1915)
American Author
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