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March 2022
Welcome to March’s Unity newsletter.
This month’s contents are listed below. Thank-you all for your
contributions.
Closing date for contributions for April’s issue is
March 13th, Thanks!
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Front page – Yarnbombing in Warwick Road February 2022
If you have a picture (preferably in jpeg format) you would like to
feature on the front of the newsletter, please let me know.
Thanks,
Lee
I don’t know how old I am because the goat ate the Bible that
had my birth certificate in it. The goat lived to be 27.
Satchel Paige
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From Sue
Hello Everyone!
We are nearly in Lent. It will start once more with Ash Wednesday on
March 2nd.
Since the beginning of last Lent I lost three stones in weight. This made
living much easier for me, gave me new energy, and made me
healthier in all kinds of ways. I was doing well. Then, yesterday after all
of the work that had gone into this, I decided that I ought to check my
weight on the scales. I knew that my clothes were not fitting quite so
well and was a bit worried that I might have put some of the weight
back on and that it might affect my energy levels and my health. I
knew, and I did not really want to weigh myself. I could only count on
two hands the cakes I had had in the last two weeks alone! I braved it,
knowing that the only way to put it right was to find out how bad it had
got! I stood on the scales and learned – I had put on half a stone!
Everyone knows what I must do In order to sort that out – diet and take
on a healthier life style again – restore my body to health. I can do it!
At the same time, life has been very busy. Over the last several years I
had got myself into a good routine of prayer, spending some time in
quiet with God each day – reflecting on my life, my work, my ministry
for Him, and learning from those reflections, drawing closer to Him,
living more closely the way He wanted me to. But in the last month or
so, life has become very busy. I have felt that I could be doing
something more productive when I would normally pray. I have
worked hard, had many meetings, met many people – even prayed
when I can fit it in – but inside things are less calm, I am less reflective,
less perceptive, something inside is lacking, the constancy of a
calming loving, growing daily relationship with God is less secure like an
old vinyl record that jumps a bit – it still resembles the correct tune, but
is not quite right, not quite smooth. I know I have let my relationship
with God go a bit. What do I need to do? Review the diet of my daily
activity, relax a little, slow down a little, and re-establish that daily time
with God. I remember that it will soon be Lent. I feel excitement. Lent
is special. I can try something new – this year an online daily prayer
retreat daily readings, daily prayer times, daily reflections time to
reconnect to God to restore me to full health, connected, at home,
feeling my heart beating alongside His, seeing his road for me with
more clarity, carrying out my service for Him more effectively.
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This is truly me and this is truly Lent. I am sure my Doctor would
encourage me to lose the weight I have put on, and – I am sure my
Spiritual Director (the equivalent of my Minister) would tell me to lose
some of the busyness and reconnect to God. Physical Health. Spiritual
Health.
This is your Lent too.
I have not put back on all the weight I lost, nor have I lost all of my
relationship with God far from it in both cases!
Lent is not a time for me – or you – to feel we must approach God as
some kind of failure. An unhealthy person or Christian. Someone who
is bad and needs to turn back to God or else.
No, that is not what Lent is.
Far more it is like that reflection. I have become healthier but now I am
beginning to slip. I must sort my diet, my exercise out.
I have become less close to God In prayer. I must try to give Him more
time.
Let’s face it, we are all like this. We have excellent intentions, but we
stop noticing and then things do begin to slip.
That is what Lent is for. A time to reflect – to improve your spiritual diet,
and that can be done no matter how “bad” or good it is at present.
After all, we do it because Jesus did it after his baptism and before he
started his ministry!
He went into the desert, faced his demons, and grew in strength with
His Father to equip Him for His mission.
So why don’t you try to find the time to join Him this Lent.
What can you do? Here are some ideas:
Come to church every Sunday in Lent
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Join us on Friday mornings at 11am each week for our Friday
Zoom prayer and worship. Ask me for the link, though I send it by
email every week.



Join us on our “Section” Lent Course “Unless God Builds the
House” (see pages 10-11) , with friends from Ealing Green,
Kingsdown and Pitshanger to look at one of the problems of our
day in a reflective way, prepared to see what God wants us to do
to make a difference. This year we are looking at the causes of

homelessness, and at what is happening in the community
around us to prevent, or to increase the risk of people finding
themselves without a home to live in. What can we do as
churches here in Central Ealing? The course is running in person
at Ealing Green on Mondays at 11.30am – 1pm and on Zoom on
Mondays at 8pm – 9.30pm. The Mondays for either option are
February 28, March 14, 21, 28 and April 4. It is not too late to join.
Contact me if you would like to explore this with us.


Look out for more information (not yet available) of a circuit
learning and “understanding our mission” day to be held on
Saturday 9 April between 10a, and 2pm. Are there things we
could do as Methodists (and URC) in Ealing which are too big for
one church, or even a section, to do alone, but could be done by
the whole circuit? Join us to reflect, and move forward to some
“joined up thinking” of what we can all do together.



Reflect on your prayer life, your closeness to god, your perception
of how He wants you to live with and for Him. I say it every year
but I really am available – at any time – but especially Lent – to
meet you and listen to where you are in your prayer … and to
help you to move forward with God. Not many people respond
to this offer (I wonder why?) but some do and over a few
meetings together we discover all kinds of exciting things about
ourselves and God. Just contact me and we can go from there.



Read a book from the bible or several books, or a book each
week and simply reflect upon its meaning, and what God might
be saying to you through it each day.



Visit or phone someone from church or the community each
week – or even once – and share love and care with them in the
way God shares it with you.



Something else – I would love to know what you all get up to to
make Lent, Lent

Lent is a time to draw closer to God so that we have strength to
journey with Jesus through His passion, and through our own sufferings
and trials too, and so that we can greet him with new, healthier,
enlarged love and enthusiasm when we meet Him – the Risen Lord
Jesus Christ – once again this year on Easter Morning.
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Have a very happy, reflective Lent, and give yourselves time and
space to grow closer to God and to reflect upon the way that he
might want you to serve Him in His world now.
With my prayers

Sue

News of the Church Family
Please continue to pray for Jean Rose who is
still describing herself as being 'up and down. She is trying to manage
her pain as best as she can, and keep her mind occupied, by doing
puzzles and writing prayers. Jean thanks us for our prayers and as she
says, 'God is good'.
On Friday 25th February, John Collingbourne celebrated his
90th Birthday quietly at home. Congratulations John! We pray that you
had a happy day and enjoyed greetings from your friends.
Please also pray for Antonya Kloetgen and her family who are all
concerned about her Mother-in-law who is living with them at present.
As well as praying for those mentioned above, we also pray for any in
our Church Family who may be struggling at the moment for any
reason, that they will be aware of God's presence with them and
receive His comfort and strength for the days ahead.
Gill Hatherall
[I would just like to express my thanks to Gill for getting the news of
the church Family to me each month – and to her glamorous
assistant for all the secretarial help. Ed]
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Unity
Firstly, I would like to draw your attention to the fact that it will soon be
Carnival/Pancake Day – which means the beginning of Lent. The
40 days run up to Easter and the most important celebration in the
Christian calendar. Apart from pancakes, and we don’t do Carnival
here in the UK, there is the course that Sue is running to give more
meaning to Lent itself. She refers to it in her piece and I have
reproduced an email sent out by her for the course on page 10. Why
not consider taking part this year?
Yarn bombing – it’s a thing, now isn’t it? Actually until a few weeks ago
I hadn’t heard of it at all, but then I came across one example right
here in Ealing. Then another, as you can see on the front of the
newsletter, just along the road from our house. More about Yarn
Bombing’ –a much nicer type than any other bombing I can think of
right now on page 16.
This month, March, brings with it the clocks going forward (spring
forward, fall back!) and the onset of spring and some warmth – we
hope. I had taken pictures of daffodils in the street and on the
Common, but the ones, imaginatively planted by some people in our
street around the trees, are the first ones out. They, like most things
close to the ground, managed to survive the onslaught of Dudley,
Eunice and Franklin (pace Nyarai’s family) that swept through the
borough and the rest of the South of England last week, as I write this.
Several trees on the Common and around the borough were brought
down, bringing back memories of 1987 when all the trees on the
southern edge of The Common were uprooted. Mercifully, at least for
us in Ealing, the weather has become, again, much more benign and
we don’t risk the danger of being blown over on our way to Sainsbury’s
(other supermarkets are also available).
After last month’s description of Hanwell as it used to be from Helen,
she had some more thoughts, which I hope are of interest – and
something that you won’t get outside of a talk in an Historical Society.
But for now, thinking of others, please consider the Clinic in Chinhoyi
that Ealing Green Church has supported for many years now and
which continues to do all it can for the local populace in that
unfortunate country. You can read more about it in Collection Point
on page 18 of this newsletter.
God bless you
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Letters and emails
From Helen Brown
Dear Ealing Green,
Thank you for your generous
donation towards the cost of
shipping uniform to the
children in Moldova.
75kg of uniform were sent just
after Christmas and they
have arrived safely. I have
received a message sharing
gratitude and thanks. They
are the only school in region
blessed with so many things.
The children are happy to
wear the uniform and feel
equal. The teachers are so happy as the uniform is of such good
quality and provides warmth to them. I think, even some of the
teachers are wearing the larger sizes!!
Sincere thanks,
Helen Brown

Flower Rota 2022
Thank you to all those who kindly responded
to my email appeal and offered to donate
and/or arrange flowers for one Sunday next
year. I have not completed the rota yet and
there are still plenty of spaces!
You do not need to arrange the flowers as
well if you do not wish to. It can be a simple
arrangement....just a bunch of flowers is fine.
Please contact me if this is something you would be willing to do. You
might like to remember a birthday or an anniversary or another special
occasion.
Gill Hatherall
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Lent Course
Dear All
I sent a flyer round a couple of weeks ago, and know that Gerald has
also sent the same information round, about the Circuit Lent Course
theme for this year. The Course Booklet we will be following is called
“Unless God builds the house”. I have attached it again for you to look
at. I have also attached he flyer again which has dates and times for
the sessions in our sections on it.
The course is designed to help us look at the reasons why people
become homeless. It fits in well with the wor
work
k our Circuit does with the
Ealing Churches Winter Night Shelter.
Although we are encouraging people to join in with groups in their own
section, if you cannot make Monday mornings in person at EG at
11.30-1pm
1pm or on zoom at 8pm, then look on the circuit we
website to see
when other groups are happening.
The reason I write now though is that although people let me know
that they would like to attend on zoom on the Monday evenings, as
yet I have not heard that anyone is attending on the mornings. You do
not need to respond to this if you are not planning to come to the Lent
group … although have a think about it … or if you have already
emailed me to say you are coming to the online evening sessions.
Please let me know if you haven’t already. I will not keep you to it as a
firm commitment but would just like to check that the morning group is
viable.
Thanks
Sue

UNLESS THE LORD BUILDS THE HOUSE
A five-week
week course of prayer, reflection and action,
on Christian faith and housing
See next page
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In his poem The Rock, T.S. Eliot asks
What is the meaning of this city?
Do you huddle together because you
love each other?
What will you answer?
“We all dwell together to make money
from each other”? or “This is a community”
Our Lent Course this year considers homes, housing and the local
community. It asks us to look around practically as well as reflecting
spiritually, to consider and listen to our local community.
We are called to See and hear, Judge, Act:
we observe and listen, we seek to judge in accordance with God’s
revelation in Christ, and we then take action in the light of that
judgment.
Having completed that cycle, we then observe and listen to discern
the impact of our action (another “see”), evaluate it and discern what
needs to be
done to build on it, or perhaps to remedy unintended damage
(“judge”), and then move into further action.
At the heart of this course is the question of who is building and acting.
In Scripture, we see that God’s action usually emerges from amongst
those the wider society underestimates or simply ignores. If we are to
be God’s co-workers, we will need to listen to his Word, and also to the
poorest in our communities – so that we can see, judge and act with
them – and not just on their behalf.
Come along to:
Ealing Green Church.
Mondays
28 Feb, 14, 21, 28 March, 4th April (No meeting on 7 March)
1130am
Online
Mondays 8pm
28 Feb, 14, 21, 28 March, 4th April (No meeting on 7 March)
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Ealing Churches Winter Night Shelter (ECWNS)
Many many thanks for those who have been cooking meals for the
guests over the last few weeks. Providing meals at the Hotel in Southall
has turned out to be, in these Covid ridden times, the best way to
support our guests this year. They are really happy to have warm
accommodation and it has been too much to ask them to come out
in the evenings for meals at the churches that have offered.
Ealing Green’s schedule for the provision of meals runs until the 3rd of
March. We had offered to continue to provide meals after that, but
Greenford Baptist Church, who we normally hand over to after our
commitment, have said that they are ready and wish to take on the
responsibility from then on. Spreading the work out between the
churches is one of the basic tenets of this outreach, so from 10th March
they will be taking over, and we wish them success with that.
It has been an interesting year and has taken a while for a routine to
be established, but within the limits of the pandemic I think we have
done as much as we could.
We are extremely grateful for the cakes and food that have been
prepared. The meals for the guests have been delicious, and the
toiletries and other contributions that have so generously been
donated have been much appreciated.
Marie, the Social Worker, has had concerns that the guests have little
opportunity to socialise with each other (they are not allowed in each
other’s rooms) or more widely with volunteers, but should a similar
arrangement end up being followed next year, the hotel has offered
to make one room a ‘common’ area so guests can meet and she can
help to organise their paperwork so they can leave at the end of the
period and start a new life. It will also offer the potential for socialising
and contact with volunteers, something that has simply not been
possible with the present conditions.
All in all I think we have done our best for the guests and I can assure
everyone that your help has been much appreciated by all
concerned, both the guests and the ECWNS.
Thank you
Best wishes
Jane
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Favourite Prayers:
From Jean Rose:
Dear Lord, give the brave their just reward,
Help the sick, the lame and the blind,
Let them see that you are kind.
Guide the lonely and the poor
To an ever open door.
Let them know the love that’s there
So they know that someone will care.
Help the disbelievers too
Or they too need help from You.
Help the tired to get some rest,
Help the homeless find a nest.
Forgive us for the wrongs we do;
Teach us to take a lead from you.
Thank you Lord for all you’ve done
For me, for mone, for everyone.

Amen

This was the prayer of the Pilots to which we young Congregationalists
belonged in the 1940s and 50s. We met in the Small Hall (n longer
existing) and we earned various badges. The stage in the Small Hall as
made to resemble the deck of a ship, with a lifebelt and seagulls
painted on the back wall. We were all given a book called ‘Voyagers
All’ , but I’ve lost mine, I fear. There may be other old
Congregationalists who remember more, but I have remembered the
prayer to this day:
Teach us, goo Lord,
To serve Thee as Thou deservest;
To give and not to count the cost;
To fight and not to heed the wounds;
To toil and not to seek for rest;
To labour and not to ask for any reward;
Save that of knowing we do Thy will.
St. Ignatius of Loyola, 1491 – 1556
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Five historical quotes that we probably misquote
“I disapprove of what you
say, but I will defend to the
death your right to say it.” Voltaire
This quotation, supposedly by
French writer and
philosopher Voltaire, is often
cited by free speech
advocates. In a nutshell, it's
saying that if you believe
strongly in people’s right to
express what they believe in,
you will defend it even when
they’re saying something
you really don’t want to hear, or find offensive.
Voltaire, who lived between 1694 and 1778, certainly believed in free
speech. Much of his writing attacked the Catholic Church’s attempts
to restrict people’s liberty at the time. But he almost certainly never
expressed his views in his most often ‘quoted’ line.
The quote has its roots in a biography by Evelyn Beatrice Hall published
in 1906, more than a century after Voltaire’s death. In it, she tries to
sum up Voltaire’s thoughts on freedom of speech and wrote the line to
help do that.
As a postscript he did say ‘Common sense is not so common.
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Hanwell (cont’d)
A couple more facts about Hanwell: Auntie Win, my Mum’s sister, told
me once that the horses that pulled the local rubbish cart were also
used by the Fire Station in Cherington Road. When there was a fire, a
maroon would be sent up,
the dust men would
unharness the horses, the
driver would then gallop
them back to the fire station
to hitch them to the fire
engine. After dealing with
the fire, the horses would be
returned to the abandoned
dustcart to resume their
duties.
Auntie Win said that crowds would gather to watch the horses
galloping along at breakneck speed. What a sight that must have
been! [I couldn’t find a picture of the actual fire station, but have one
from 1896 showing the horse
drawn fire wagon with
Cherington Road in the
background.]
Many of you have seen and
heard of Hanwell Community
Centre but did you know it was
once called Cuckoo Schools
and that Charlie Chaplin was
once pupil there? It was a
school for destitute children and he was sent there in 1896 (that’s him
circled in the picture) with his brother
Sydney while their mother Hannah
was in the Workhouse on the other
side of London. According to his
memoirs .it was a hard life. I think he
left there in 1898 - and the rest, as
they say, is history.
Helen
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Yarn Bombing
Have any of you walked down South
Ealing Road, near St. Mary’s, recently, or
up Windsor Road near The Grove, or
along Warwick Road (see the front
page). If you have you may have
noticed the effects of a local Yarn
Bomber, or Yarn Bombers.
These ‘bonnets’ on top of post-boxes are
not something unique to, or even special
to Ealing. Called ‘Yarn Bombing’,
examples of this ‘art’ can be found from
Ealing, to Twickenham, to Warrington and
Lymm in Lanacashire, to Bungay in Suffolk
and Rhyl in NorthWales.
The one in Windsor Road is pictured here.
I’ve not been able to find out if this is an country-wide organisation or
just local guerrilla knitters (croché-ers?), but it seems fairly widespread
and brings a smile to my face – and apparently to many others who
have seen them. I am indebted to the Warrington Guardian, and the
local papers in Rhyl, amongst others.
This ‘movement’ appears to have started, not
just a couple of years ago, but, it is claimed, in
2005 in Houston in Texas, and its first aim was to
put something warm and cosy on cold urban
material that people see every day – or some
days as you will see in this illustration.
Well, it caused a public reaction: people not
only
stopped
by to look
at it but
also started to take pictures of this
unique view that they saw. Was
this a joke? Who would put yarn
on some of the things that were
targeted.
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As you know, things that start in
the US very often get taken up
around the world, although
possibly not with the enthusiasm,
if that is the right word, of our
American cousins. That said, our
European counterparts have not
been slow in coming forward
and have applied the same
process to, amongst other
things, tanks – as you can see in this picture taken in Dresden. As you
would expect, anti-war statements of this
kind have taken place all over the world
But back to the UK and the more modest
yarn
bombing
that we
have
around
us. I leave you with some examples
from Twickenham, Rhyl and
Warrington. Please let me know if you
see any other examples that might be
of interest in future issues of Unity. I still
think they are mostly a welcome
addition to street furniture and make
you smile to see the work that
someone has undertaken to cheer up
the world around us.
Lee
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Collection Point
Our collection in March is for the clinic we help support in Zimbabwe,
The Chinhoyi Clinic
Last year we reported that vaccine doses was the problem, and it
continues to be a fact that although we in the ‘west’ have more
vaccines than people who want to take them, this is not the situation in
Zimbabwe.
Many pharmacies are short of drugs, even if you have the money to
buy them. More recently the teachers strike has led to many pupils
and students being left for long periods without school. The rise in
crime and, let’s face it, teenage pregnancies, has presented many
more problems in a country riven by inflation, at present down from a
stratospheric high in 2020 of 557% to a ‘mere’ 30% this year.
All of these problems have effects on the already impoverished health
services, which for a long time have not been able to cope with the
situation meaning that the Chinhoyi Clinic that we support is the only
alternative for many of those living locally.
Over the last year international travel has been disrupted so several
government ministers have died as, having been starved of funds, the
health system has deteriorated such that hospitals are no more than
isolation centres where those who are admitted lie without much hope
of any treatment. The sanctions imposed by the West have limited
Zimbabwe’s ability to buy any vaccines (although they will receive
excess vaccines donated by the West through the African Union).
The overwhelming majority of
the nation are vulnerable for a
host of reasons we don’t need
to go into here.
There are fears that the more
infectious variants of the virus
that came to the country
when scores of thousands of
Zimbabweans, desperate to earn a living for living in South Africa,
returned home.
The Clinic in Chinhoyi Is doing what it can to help people shelter from
the disease and to offer some palliative care although the shortages of
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all medicines makes this an increasingly difficult.
Stanley, our contact and the administrator for the clinic writes:
“Now we have patients mostly coming to the clinic for consultation
then we refer them to the private pharmacies (we know they just go
back home without passing through the
pharmacy) to get medicines from there. By
medicine I mean the basic over the
counter stuff. Very depressing . . .”
“We are practically the only serving health
institution in town. Medicines have suffered
big time. Shortages galore. But am glad
with what we have been able to achieve
with the little that we have. We are down
now on our knees. Now the challenge is
bigger than before.
The prayer as always is that our friends at
Ealing Green will always remember us in all
the struggles. We are now at that stage
where it is just embarrassing to be asking for
help (you have done so much already and without your assistance we
could have suffocated and collapsed a long time ago). I wish we had
the courage Oliver Twist had! I know you are always busy and will
always wait patiently for your responses. We always pray for your
health and wellness during our church service every Sunday. Keep
well. God bless.
Today was National Youth Day this side. Nothing much really besides
our erstwhile President delivering a very chilling warning to striking
teachers to go back to work. The teachers are vowing never to go
back to work unless and until their concern has been addressed. We
are only spectators seated in the terraces. Hope you had a good day.
God bless
Please give generously. If you have any questions how, please let me
know at
unitymagazine@hotmail.com
Please give generously – they certainly need our help at the moment.
Thank you and God bless you
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March:

Could we have some volunteers for readers and the prayer rota – Please see
Sarah or myself if you are interested/willing to help. Thanks, Lee
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Steward

Prayers

Reader
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AV

Sue Male *

Louise

Sue

Louise,
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Louise

Helen
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Local
Arrangement
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Colin
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Helen

Chrissy

Gill
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Sue Male **

Helen
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Helen,
Gordon

Jean
Helen

Jean
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Theresa Simons
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Alex

Jane

Alex,
Colin

Joan
Alex

Joan

Hector

March
6th

11:00

13th

11:00

20th

11:00

27th

11:00

Notes:

* Holy Communion
**Church Meeting and AGM
My mother used to say that the seven ages were: Childhood, adolescence, adulthood,
middle age, elderly, old and wonderful.
Mary Wilson
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