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February 2022
Welcome to February’s Unity newsletter.
This month’s contents are listed below. Thank-you all for your
contributions.
Closing date for contributions for March’s issue is
February 13th, Thanks!
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If you have a picture (preferably in jpeg format) you would like to
feature on the front of the newsletter, please let me know.
Thanks,
Lee
That phrase they use, ‘in living memory’ – as in ‘the worst floods
in living memory’, or ‘the coldest winter in living memory’. Just
how far back does it stretch, because at my age, my ‘living
memory’ goes back to a week last Tuesday.
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Alan Coren

From Sue
Hello Everyone!
We are now in “Ordinary Time”! Exciting!
After Easter one year I commented to an Anglican Priest friend that it
was good to see the church decorated green. His response was “yes
… and then it will go on being green for ages and ages and ages and
then it will get really boring!” I must have got him on a bad day … but
green is the colour that is used to signify “ordinary time” in the Anglican
Church. It is the colour of hope and new life. “Ordinary time”,
compared to Lent, Advent, Easter and Christmas may seem less
exciting at first glance but it is actually far from that. Why should non
conformists even care when we do not tend to use liturgical colours I
hear you ask! The answer is – we do use the lectionary that goes with
them. Each week a preacher will look to see what the set readings
are. He or she does not HAVE to use them but many do – although
more particularly in those times that are not called “ordinary” than
those which are.
So we know what Christmas and Easter are, we even know what Lent
and Advent are, but what is “ordinary time”?
“Ordinary time” is the period in which we learn about Jesus – his life, his
healing, his ministry, his socialising, his disciples. We remind ourselves of
the way he lived his earthly life, of what he taught us about his Father,
and about ourselves, and we come anew to stories we have heard
many times, because we are never in the same place as we were last
time we heard them. It might be called “Ordinary Time” but what we
hear about is actually far from ordinary. We are encouraged to
interact with what we read and to ask ourselves what the passage we
read is saying to us about our life, and God’s impact upon it right now.
This is, in fact, partially what we do as a section on Zoom every Friday
morning at 11am. People are encouraged to look at the reading,
even to prepare with a commentary if they like and have time, and
then to share something of what it is saying to them … and possibly to
others as they read it this time. The other thing we do at those online
meetings is to pray … to bring daily life, and current concerns for those
in our churches, families and friendship groups to God for his loving
care and response.
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A passage that has had meaning for me recently is this one from
Mark 3:
The Man with a Withered Hand
Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a
withered hand. They watched him to see whether he would cure him
on the sabbath, so that they might accuse him. And he said to the
man who had the withered hand, “Come forward.” Then he said to
them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life
or to kill?” But they were silent. He looked around at them with anger;
he was grieved at their hardness of heart and said to the man, “Stretch
out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. The
Pharisees went out and immediately conspired with the Herodians
against him, how to destroy him.
All that Jesus wants to do is to restore wholeness and completeness.
This is as much for us today as it was for those who witnessed it. Life
can be difficult and distressing (as well as easy and joyful). It would be
surprising if any of us went through life, even over a very short period,
without being knocked by it … our health, or our self-worth is damaged
and a part of what we are withers. We lose confidence. Jesus stops
everything else that is expected of him and tells us to stretch out the
withered hand … and he heals it. Is there something you need to bring
to Jesus now – after the pandemic, after just life in general, which you
need to stretch out before Him, show Him, and ask him to mend, to
make whole? If there is … read this passage, reflect on it, and take to
heart the opportunity it offers you still – today.
Whether there is, or not, also ask yourself whose withered hand … or
hands … God is calling you to heal at this point in theirs and your life.
And think about the hardened heart …. How hard is your own? Is there
anything it needs softening towards?
That is the content of “Ordinary” time. A time to know that we are
loved, and to grow in love and action ourselves.
Make this season of “ordinary time” (which ends on March 2 with Ash
Wednesday) a time of extraordinary focus on the person of Jesus, and
on what he might want to say to you today.
With Blessings

Sue
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News of the Church Family
Please pray for John Collingbourne, who is in
good spirits ,but has been told that he should
remain in bed for another 2-3weeks. He tells
me that he has written to Unity [see letters].
We continue to pray for Jean who describes
herself as being 'up and down' at the
moment. Her doctor is helping her to sort out
a few problems. Jean is trying to remain cheerful, and is hoping to
come to Ealing Green one morning when it is Holy Communion.
Please pray for Fleur who is having her pacemaker changed this week
. . . after that she will be recharged and zipping around all over the
place!!
Please continue to pray for Janette in Scotland. She is looking forward
to being back with us in mid March. We miss you too, Janette.
We send our love and sympathy to Barbara on the death of her sister in
law, and also to Augusta on the death of her aunt in Sierra Leone.
May both Barbara and Augusta receive God's comfort and strength
for the days ahead.
Helen and Bob Wormald would like it mentioned in Unity, that they are
very grateful to those from Ealing Green Church who came to Carol
sing outside their front door one Sunday before Christmas. (Our group
of 9 Carol singers also enjoyed it, especially as they had invited their
daughter and neighbours to join in too!) They also send thanks for the
poinsettia plant that the Church gave them. We are pleased to hear
that they enjoy reading Unity and particularly the Pastoral prayer
leaflet each month!
News of previous members of our Church Family:
I received a text from Colin Paige in South Africa a few weeks ago,
telling us that his wife Merle, was in Cardiac Intensive Care and had
been there for the past 5days. For those who do not know, Colin and
Merle were part of our Ealing Green Church family for many years,
before returning to their home country, South Africa. On receiving this
news we did include them in our prayers during the Friday Worship
service and in intercessions the following Sunday.
We give thanks that after 12days, Merle was allowed home. Colin &
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Merle were planning to come to UK in the next few months but this has
been put back for a few months. Please pray for Merle as she
gradually recovers.
I heard from Ben& Melissa Mead this week. They were married during
lockdown, and had a wonderful Wedding Blessing at EGC last summer.
Then sadly for us they moved to Colchester shortly afterwards. They
are both well and have settled happily into their new home. They miss
us all, but received a good welcome at their local Methodist Church
last week, and plan to go again. We pray they will become part of
that Church family. They hope to come and visit us one Sunday,
possibly at Easter. We look forward to that!
Hazel and Chris Humphries moved to Christchurch, Dorset, last week.
We have not seen anything of them for the last 2 years, as they spent
most of lockdown in their 2nd home in Dorset. Unfortunately they both
had Covid quite badly. For those who do not know, Hazel designed
the patio garden and did a wonderful job in charge of the upkeep
and maintenance of that area and the front garden for many years,
until she handed over to Jean Newson. Chris Humphries was the
project manager for the last few years of our Church refurbishment,
which involved him in far more work than he or we expected, with the
discovery of asbestos under the floorboards! He was extremely
efficient and hard working and we have always been grateful to him
for that. Hazel and Chris were also willing helpers on the tea/coffee
rota. So, our grateful thanks to them both. We hope they settle in
quickly and wish them every happiness in their new home.
I have just heard from Caroline Ritchie (Ralph and Doreen Eveleigh's
daughter) that there will be a short Memorial service for her parents at
Toller URC Kettering, on Saturday 26th March at 2pm, followed by
refreshments in the Church hall. Sadly both Rev Ralph and Doreen
died during lockdown (Ralph was the Minister of EGC for about 10
years, approx 30yrs ago). If anyone would like to attend, please let me
know, as the family would like numbers for catering purposes.
However if you do become unwell, or if you hear of any of our Church
Family who is ill, please let me or someone from the Church know,
especially if there is something you need.
Gill Hatherall
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Unity
The picture on the front, hopefully, tells us all that even in the depths of
winter, life is stirring to get on with it.
I only recently decided to get away from the old, staid, picture of the
church on the front cover, but then I realised that to get any pictures
that would be relevant in February, I would have had to take them in
February. But as the newsletter has to be completed and out to you,
dear reader, before the end of January, that isn’t a possibility. So this
year I am filling in the gaps, thanks to the internet, and throughout the
year I will be taking pictures that will be useful next year!
By the way, or btw as is the common parlance nowadays, if you have
a picture that you think would be relevant or even just topical, for the
front page, please let me have it. At a push I can scan it in, but if you
have it electronically as a jpeg file that would be much appreciated.
Otherwise, as I write, we are coming to the end of January and getting
closer, but probably not quite there yet, to the last blast of winter.
Friends in Canada have told me that this winter, and especially the last
couple of weeks, has delivered more snow than they can remember.
Our friends can’t even get out of their house, which is close to Toronto
and where they know a thing or two about snow! Here it’s been
relatively benign, so, for those worried about heating bills, I hope it
stays that way.
For those out on the streets, ECWNS has been doing what it can in the
face of Covid, and the apparent withdrawal of government help.
ECWNS is providing somewhere warm and safe for clients to sleep.
Furthermore churches, Ealing Green amongst them, are providing food
and other vital resources. ECWNS has employed people to help
through the minefield that is modern bureaucracy and is helping
clients find work or to help them save enough for a deposit for
somewhere to rent and to take that next step on the ladder.
It’s all a bit different from how it all started, but a more detailed
description of what is happening is found on page 11 of this issue.
Apart from that, by the time you read this, the days will be that little bit
longer, the nights correspondingly shorter and spring will be in sight.
And then the whole miracle of the natural world starts over again.
God bless you
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Letters and emails

John Collingbourne writesThank you all very much for your prayers and good wishes during my
long stay in hospital and while recovering at home.
I feel very well in myself and my ankles appear to healing nicely. I stay
in bed most of the time with my 'moon boots' on but I get out of bed
from time to time.
I am being well looked after by my carer and friends.
Every Blessing and Love
John
From Sue Male
Dear All
The scammers are at it again. I received the email below this morning
purporting to be from Rachel.
Usually when this happens several people receive similar messages,
and they may SUPPOSEDLY come from any of the ministers, or other
trusted persons in the Circuit.
Note the below is NOT Rachel's email address.
This is always the case - the name of a person you know is used, but
the email address does not match the one you have stored for them.
I did not follow this through since I recognise the scam, but if you did
they would undoubtedly be asking you to buy something ....
If you receive a message like this simply delete it.
If in doubt phone the person it purports to come from, but make sure
you look up their contact details in your own address book. No matter
how urgent the matter purports to be do nothing until you have
spoken with the person it says it is from.
No minister will ask any of you to buy anything for them by email or
text. If you receive such a request it will always be a scam.
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Note I have forwarded this warning to the churches in my section, but
do not have email for people in the rest of the circuit.
Thanks
Sue
This is the message Sue’s email refers to:
-----Original Message----From: Rev Rachel Bending <officeonline1o345@gmail.com>
Sent: 24 January 2022 07:59
To: susan.d.male@googlemail.com
Subject: Rev Sue Male
Hello! Are you less busy at the moment? I have a request I need you to
handle discreetly. No calls so kindly respond back via email
Sent from myMail
[Editor’s note:
I have also had an email like the one Sue describes –only this time it is
purportedly, from Sue herself. The sender’s email address is similar to
the one Sue received. Happily mine went straight into my Junk folder
and I only found it when checking I hadn’t missed any contributions to
Unity (you would be surprised how often your emails end up in the Junk
folder!).
So please be careful if you receive any emails such as Sue’s or the one
that follows:
Rev Susan Male <officemailo2o61@gmail.com>
Fri 21/01/2022 12:56
To:You
Hello! Are you less busy at the moment? I have a request I need you to
handle discreetly. No calls so kindly respond back via email.
Sent from myMail]
The Mayoress was visiting an old folk’s home. As she went
around she saw an old lady sitting there, and said to her
brightly, ‘Good morning.’ The old lady looked a bit puzzled, so
the Mayoress said, ‘Do you know who I am?’ The old lady gave
her a sympathetic look and said, ‘No, dear, but if you ask the
Matron, she’ll tell you.’
Anon
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Ealing Churches Winter Night Shelter (ECWNS)
Many thanks for those who have been cooking meals for the guests
last week. Providing meals at the Hotel appears to be the best way to
support our guests this year. They are so happy to have warm
accommodation that they cannot be enticed out to have meals at
the contributing churches in the day or evenings. I have committed us
to providing a meal on Thursdays until the first Thursday in March.
So if anyone feels that they would like to join in, contributions of cakes
and biscuits, instant hot drinks, toiletries for men, new underwear and
small amounts of washing powder or liquid would all be useful to the
guests. The hotel provides and washes towels and bed linen.
Marie, the Social Worker, spoke of some of her reservations about the
current situation as the trustees consider how to go forward from this
year’s experience. She has concerns that the guests have little
opportunity to socialise with each other (they are not allowed in each
other’s rooms) or more widely with volunteers. It is hard to put a value
on the social benefits of a roving shelter against those of hotel
accommodation. However, I can see that the roving shelter might
offer more opportunity to develop social confidence. Neither are the
guests experiencing how much many other human beings care about
them and the situation they find themselves in. I definitely feel that
more contact with the guests motivates me more than delivering food
even though it involves much more work; and it does not bring
together as many of our church family and friends in a mission project,
which strengthens us as a family. But that is not the point - what
benefits our guests is most important. I would be interested to hear
your thoughts about this.
The guests continue to get free oyster passes for the period and are
encouraged to make good use of them. Several are working or
seeking work.
We have volunteers to cook for the weeks up to and including
17th February. If anyone feels they could volunteer to cook for
24th February or the 3rd March please let me know. If you could provide
one course, a soup, a main course or a pudding [for 10 people, one no
pork] I would be happy to coordinate and pick up for delivery.
Best wishes
Jane
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Reflecting on the journey
Vice-President of the Methodist Conference,
Barbara Easton reflects on her time as President as
she reaches the half way mark
A few years ago, "The Husband" and I found
ourselves in a boggy, open heath in the middle of
Estonia. We quite like birdwatching and nature, so
this was just our cup of tea! The vast flat, wet landscape is something of
a natural phenomenon as well as an important wildlife habitat, but it
doesn’t make easy walking. We had to strap things like small tennis
rackets onto our feet so that we could move at all but, even then, it
was hard-going and there was always the danger of falling over in the
mud.
Our young guide told us a story of her grandmother in the Communist
era. The local people had always used the heath as an important
source of berries in the autumn to make the jams that would see them
through the coming year. Readers who go out picking blackberries
from the hedgerows will know that you have to do it when the fruit is
just ready and that you have to get in early. However, the local Party
apparatchiks decided that this wasn’t fair, so they picked one
Saturday which they designated ‘fruit-picking day’ and made it illegal
on all the rest.
Our guide’s gran wasn’t having any of this so one foggy morning,
when the fruit was ready, she set out alone, very early to pick bilberries.
It was one of those days where you couldn’t see your hand in front of
your face so, in the silence and solitude, she thought she could get
away without anyone noticing. Into her basket went more and more
berries. Imagine her astonishment then, when the sun came out and
the mist lifted, to see that there were people all around her. In fact,
the heath was full of people – all quietly getting on with it, picking their
bilberries and thinking that no-one else would ever know. Each
believed that they were entirely alone, and each was astonished to
find out that they weren’t.
Almost half way into being Vice-President, people are asking questions
that invite me to reflect on my experience. What have you learned?
What are you noticing? Well, what I am noticing is that there is a lot
more of us out there than we maybe think. We are becoming
accustomed to stories of gloom and doom, of decline and closure
12

and, don’t get me wrong, we are seeing that reflected in our travels.
But I am also strongly seeing that, as Elijah discovered, ‘there are still
600 who have not yet bowed the knee to Baal’. There are people of
faith all around us, getting on with the business of being a Christian. All
over the country we are meeting dedicated people: leaders and
members, creative-types and conventional-types in both pulpit and
pew – and quite a few outside familiar church settings. We live in a
world which likes to present itself as secular – when Sonia and I were
doing our media training we learned that people in the media are
twice as likely as the rest of the population to be non-religious. Maybe
that enhances our feeling, like Elijah, that "I alone am left". And that
can be quite dispiriting. But take courage – there’s more of us than we
think!
Sometimes our Christian journey requires alone-ness of us, and
sometimes together-ness. When we maybe feel a little forlorn, it’s
good to remember that we are one dot in a great company.
Although it sometimes feels as if we are plodding through the boggy
heath – like Bunyan’s pilgrim in the slough of despond – when the mists
lift it turns out that there are many, many others all around whose
presence we maybe hadn’t noticed. Sometimes, we really do need to
follow a more solitary path. Still, we are never alone. And the words of
Joshua resonate with me – whether I am swimming with the tide or
against the tide, "As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord".
Barbara Easton, Vice-President of the Methodist Conference, 2021-22.

A puzzle for you
Three women go to an hotel for a weekend. They share a room,
which costs £300 for the duration. Each woman pays £100. The
owner of the hotel decides to give them a £50 reduction, to
£250, for the room. The receptionist takes the £50, keeps £20
and gives the women each £10.
The women have therefore each paid £90 each for the room,
totalling £270. The receptionist has £20. That totals £290.
Where has the other £10 gone?
Answers please to
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unitymagazine@hotmail.com

Hanwell Broadway
Having been given a print for
Christmas of Hanwell Broadway
from the 1960s, and now visiting
a friend there fairly regularly, I
am noticing the huge changes
taking place in that area.
I lived in Hanwell from about
1949 to 1958 and it definitely
had a "village" feel about it.
The iconic art-deco clock which dominates the scene has never, in my
recollection, shown the right time. Across the road was a small
Sainsburys' where you could buy loose butter which was moulded into
squares deftly wielded by staff using "butterpats"and there were lovely
cool marble counters. There was also quite a fashionable dress shop
called Taplins.
You could take the trolleybus (remember
them?). From Ealing Broadway, ask the
conductor (another memory !) for a
"tuppney ha'penny transfer" which took you
down to Hanwell bus garage(now Lidl)
where you got off, walked round the corner
and jumped on another bus going down
Boston Road using the same ticket.
These buses had long poles at the top
which connected to electric wires overhead and it was great fun
when a pole would lose the connection and fall off. The conductor
had to get off and use a long bamboo hook to
reconnect them to the wire so that we could
get going again.
I sometimes wish they would re-introduce
trolleybuses as they were definitely "ecofriendly". There was a cinema in Cherington
Road just off the main Broadway called the
Curzon and if an "A" film was on, we would ask
a grown-up to get us in with them, as
unaccompanied children were not allowed. It
was called "the fleapit" although I don't
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remember ever being bitten! [The picture shows the cinema when it
had been ‘repurposed’ as a warehouse].
My mother was born in Cherington
Road and there are family
connections to Hanwell from about
1850. There is also a beautiful building
there. Hanwell Library was built in
1905 from a £3000 donation from
Andrew Carnegie.
Behind my Grandmas' house in
Montague Road was a leathertanning factory and the smells
coming from it were awful, to say the least.
Lastly I must mention
the glorious
Wharnclffe Viaduct
designed by
Isambard Kingdom
Brunel in 1836,
where we used to
go and shout under the arches to make an echo.
So many of the shops have now closed down and the whole
Broadway looks very sad and neglected. It would be so nice to see the
area come to life again.
Helen

Flower Rota 2022
Thank you to all those who kindly responded
to my email appeal and offered to donate
and/or arrange flowers for one Sunday next
year. I have not completed the rota yet and
there are still plenty of spaces!
You do not need to arrange the flowers as
well if you do not wish to. It can be a simple
arrangement....just a bunch of flowers is fine.
Please contact me if this is something you would be willing to do. You
might like to remember a birthday or an anniversary or another special
occasion.
Gill Hatherall
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Five historical quotes that we probably misquote
I am grateful for the link I was sent which lists five quotes that are often
trotted out, which are actually misquotes. I will include one of them in
this newsletter each month for the next, let me see, five months. The
first one is attributed to Mahatma Gandhi:
“Be the change you wish to see in the world.” – Mahatma Gandhi
Mahatma Gandhi, was the leader of the independence movement
against British rule in India. He had studied in the UK and is the source
of many quotations. The one above, often repeated, is one that
emphasises that global change begins with personal responsibility.
The problem is that there’s no record of him ever actually saying or
writing it. The nearest thing he did say was published in 1913 in the
newspaper Indian Opinion (which he had founded)is:
“We but mirror the world. All the tendencies present in the outer world
are to be found in the world of our body. If we could change
ourselves, the tendencies in the world would also change.”
I think we can agree this is a little less likely to trip off the tongue of
anyone wanting a quick incisive quote. Still he did make a few
comments worth repeating, including:
Freedom is not worth having if it does not connote freedom to err.
and
There is enough for the needy, but not for the greedy.
and,
Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to live forever.

Mahatma Gandhi arriving in the UK for
government talks on India's future in 1931
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Poetry Corner
(Note: This year we are focusing on Climate Change, which has led
Helen to suggest we think of the message of this poem.)
Endpiece
Last year in Greenland I bought it
Under great whales of mountains by a sea of ice,
From a table of things all carved from shining:
Little men ,threading water, their softstone canoes,
Walrus rearing at harpoons in mid-roar.
Now, all this time later, that place
Remains like some story from a book.
I turn it in the light, my polar bear on a bed of ice,
And think of the world wilting in the sun's wrath,
And nowhere left for the polar bear to go,
(Kenneth Steven 1968- )

A woman takes a duck into a vet’s and says to the vet, “Please can
you tell me how Donald (the duck in question) is?”
The vet looks at the duck and says, “I’m sorry madam, but your
duck is dead.”
The woman replies, “Are you sure?”
So the vet goes out of the room and shortly comes back with a
black Labrador, which puts its paws up on the table where the
duck is lying. It sniffs the duck, looks at the vet and shakes its head.
So the vet takes it out of the room and returns with a cat, which he
puts on the table by the duck. The cat smells the duck, looks at the
vet and mews quietly. The vet takes the cat out of the room and
comes back in.
“I’m afraid your duck is dead” he says, “and that will be £200.”
“What!” the woman says, “Why so expensive?”
“Well,” said the vet, “if it was just me, it would only be £20, but it’s
£200 because you’ve had a lab report and a cat scan as well.”
Thanks to Tik Tok
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From Hugh:
Some of you may remember Hugh our former minister. He still thinks of
us and recently sent this to Colin:
A prayer of William Sangster:
Slow me down, Lord
Give me, amidst the confusion of my day,
the calmness of the everlasting hills.
Break the tension of my nerves and muscles
with the soothing of the singing streams
that live in my memory.
Help me to know
The magical restorative power of sleep.
Teach me the art of taking minute vacations . . .
of slowing down to look at a flower,
to chat to a friend,
to pat a dog,
to read a few lines from a good book.
Slow me down, Lord,
and inspire me to sent my roots deep
into the soil of life’s enduring values,
that I may grow
toward the stars of my greater destiny.
Amen

I said to my husband, my boobs have gone, my stomach’s
gone, say something nice about my legs.
He said ‘Blue goes with everything.’
Joan Rivers
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February
The Roman month Februarius was named after the Latin term februum,
which means "purification", via the purification ritual Februa held on
February 15 (full moon) in the old lunar Roman calendar. January and
February were the last two months to be added to the Roman
calendar, since the Romans originally considered winter a monthless
period. They were added by Numa Pompilius about 713 BC. February
remained the last month of the calendar year until the time of
the decemvirs (c. 450 BC), when it became the second month. At
certain times February was truncated to 23 or 24 days, and a 27-day
intercalary month, Intercalaris, was occasionally inserted immediately
after February to realign the year with the seasons.
Under the reforms that instituted the Julian calendar, leap years
occurred regularly every fourth year, and in leap years February
gained a 29th day. Thereafter, it remained the second month of the
calendar year, meaning the order that months are displayed (January,
February, March, ..., December) within a year-at-a-glance calendar.
Even during the Middle Ages, when the numbered Anno Domini year
began on March 25 or December 25, the second month was February
whenever all twelve months were displayed in order. The Gregorian
calendar reforms made slight changes to the system for determining
which years were leap years, but also contained a 29-day February.
Historical names for February include the Old English terms Solmonath
(mud month) and Kale-monath (named for cabbage) as well
as Charlemagne's designation Hornung. In Finnish, the month is
called helmikuu, meaning "month of the pearl"; when snow melts on
tree branches, it forms droplets, and as these freeze again, they are
like pearls of ice. In Polish and Ukrainian, respectively, the month is
called luty or лютий (lyutiy), meaning the month of ice or hard frost.
In Macedonian the month is sechko (сечко), meaning month of
cutting (wood). In Czech, it is called únor, meaning month of
submerging (of river ice).
In 1848, a proposal was put forward in Kmetijske in rokodelske
novice by the Slovene Society of Ljubljana to call this
month talnik (related to ice melting), but it did not stick. The idea was
proposed by a priest, Blaž Potočnik.[5] Another name of February in
Slovene was vesnar, after the mythological character Vesna.[6]
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The Legend of St. Valentine
The history of Valentine’s Day—and
the story of its patron saint—is
shrouded in mystery. We do know
that February has long been
celebrated as a month of romance,
and that St. Valentine’s Day, as we
know it today, contains vestiges of
both Christian and ancient Roman tradition. But who was Saint
Valentine, and how did he become associated with this ancient rite?
The Catholic Church recognizes at least three different saints named
Valentine or Valentinus, all of whom were martyred. One legend
contends that Valentine was a priest who served during the third
century in Rome. When Emperor Claudius II decided that single men
made better soldiers than those with wives and families, he outlawed
marriage for young men. Valentine, realizing the injustice of the
decree, defied Claudius and continued to perform marriages for
young lovers in secret. When Valentine’s actions were discovered,
Claudius ordered that he be put to death.
Still others insist that it was Saint Valentine of Terni, a bishop, who was
the true namesake of the holiday. He, too, was beheaded by Claudius
II outside Rome.
Other stories suggest that Valentine may have been killed for
attempting to help Christians escape harsh Roman prisons, where they
were often beaten and tortured. According to one legend, an
imprisoned Valentine actually sent the first “valentine” greeting himself
after he fell in love with a young girl—possibly his jailor’s daughter—
who visited him during his confinement. Before his death, it is alleged
that he wrote her a letter signed “From your Valentine,” an expression
that is still in use today. Although the truth behind the Valentine
legends is murky, the stories all emphasize his appeal as a sympathetic,
heroic and—most importantly—romantic figure. By the Middle Ages,
perhaps thanks to this reputation, Valentine would become one of the
most popular saints in England and France.
While some believe that Valentine’s Day is celebrated in the middle of
February to commemorate the anniversary of Valentine’s death or
burial—which probably occurred around A.D. 270—others claim that
the Christian church may have decided to place St. Valentine’s feast
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day in the middle of February in an effort to “Christianize” the pagan
celebration of Lupercalia. Celebrated at the ides of February, or
February 15, Lupercalia was a fertility festival dedicated to Faunus, the
Roman god of agriculture, as well as to the Roman founders Romulus
and Remus.
Valentine’s Day: A Day of Romance
It was not until much later, however,
that the day became definitively
associated with love. The English poet
Geoffrey Chaucer was the first to
record St. Valentine’s Day as a day of
romantic celebration in his 1375 poem
“Parliament of Foules,” writing, ““For
this was sent on Seynt Valentyne’s day / Whan every foul cometh ther
to choose his mate.”
Valentine greetings were popular as far back as the Middle Ages,
though written Valentine’s didn’t begin to appear until after 1400. The
oldest known valentine still in existence today was a poem written in
1415 by Charles, Duke of Orleans, to his wife while he was imprisoned in
the Tower of London following his capture at the Battle of Agincourt.
(The greeting is now part of the manuscript collection of the British
Library in London, England.)

The French Marshal Lyautney once asked his gardener to plant
a tree. The gardener objected that the tree was slow growing
and would not reach maturity for 100 years. The Marshal
replied, ‘In that case there is no time to lose. Plant it this
afternoon.’
Roland Black
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Collection Point
Our collection in February is for the
Healing Touch Primary School, India
Healing Touch Primary School offers
quality education to the under privileged
children from a few remote villages of
Chittoor District, Andhrapradesh State,
South India. The school provides health
care, education, spiritual and emotional
well-being nurturing, and a hot meal a
daily to the children, clothing, monthly ration of personal hygiene kits,
and transport for the children and support to the parents when
required.
Most of the families are immigrants in search of job
The wife would chisel out neat holes in the rocks while the husband
breaks them into rectangular shaped stones.
They take cash advances from the owners and have to sell the stones
at a lesser rate in-lieu of interest.
The principal will never get paid, and whenever they need additional
cash for hospitalization or family functions, it keeps increasing.
As most of you are aware, our
Church has been associated
with the children in the school
over a decade now. Initially
we supported the school with
a school bus and then some
of the members and friends of
the church started sponsoring
individual children and some
of you supported with your
individual one off donations.
At present 30 Children are sponsored by
the members and friends of Ealing Green
Church. 30 more primary school age
children are not sponsored directly.
However, some of their education and
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food needs are met through the
sponsorship money of the 30
children. The communion
collection money will be helpful to
cover some of the un-met needs of
the non sponsored children towards
their education and development.
The programme that exists in the
Healing Touch identifies the most vulnerable and girl children who
otherwise will not have gone to school.
They are:
 picked up from their homes with the school
bus (provided by Ealing Green Church) and
after school dropped at their home.
 provided one hot meal during lunch
 provided with 5 years of schooling, where
school fee, books, note books and one set
of uniform is provided completely free.
The communion collection will support those
children to get some of the above provisions
including hot meals.
Please give generously.
John Collinbourne

Please give generously
– they certainly need
our help at the
moment.
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The Back page:
Church Rotas

Date

Time

February:

Could we have some volunteers for readers and the prayer rota – Please see
Sarah or myself if you are interested/willing to help. Thanks, Lee
Preacher

Bible
Steward

Prayers

Reader

Set-up

Welcome

AV

Louise &
Helen

Louise &
Fleur

Gill

Hector

February
6th

11:00

David Street

Louise

13th

11:00

Sue Male
(Communion)

Antonya

Helen

Antonya &
Ela

Antonya &
Gill

Helen

Hector

20th

11:00

Phil Male

Helen

Jane

Helen &
Gordon

Fleur &
Jane

Gill

Hector

27th

11:00

Glynis Forbes

Antonya

Fiona

Antonya &
Ela

Antonya,
Chrissy &
Helen

Gill

Hector

If one day you are going to be able to look back on something and laugh about it, you
might as well laugh about it now.
Marie Osmond
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