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Ealing Green Church (Methodist & United Reformed) 

Minister:  the Rev Susan Male  

07939 150194 ~ susan.d.male@googlemail.com 

 Church Office: egcadministrator@btconnect.com /  

020 8810 0136 

open weekdays 10am ~ 3pm, apart from on Wednesdays,  

when it is open 1pm ~ 6pm 

Website:  www.ealinggreenchurch.com 

Contributions to Unity:  unitymagazine@hotmail.com  

  
Superintendent Rev Rachel Bending 07986 461787 

Church Secretary Position Vacant 

Church Secretariat Position Vacant 

Choir Leader Fleur Hatherall 020 08248 6774 

Organist Fleur Hatherall 020 8248 6774 

Communion Steward Nora Masih 

Unity Magazine Lee Horwich 020 8567 2851 

Unity Distributor Helen Harper 

Ecumenical Officer Position Vacant 

Bible Reading Rota Church Office 020 8810 0136 

~ Groups ~ 

Afternoon Bible Study:  first Thursday monthly at 1.30pm 

Monday Fellowship:  2nd & 4th Mondays monthly at 1.45pm 

Choir Practice:  before and after the service each Sunday 

Luncheon Club:  Thursdays 12 noon—1.15pm  

Full details can be found in the weekly notice sheet 

~ You are welcome to come to any meeting ~ 
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November 2021 
  

Welcome to November’s Unity newsletter. 

 

This month’s contents are listed below.  Thank-you all for your 
contributions.   

 

Closing date for contributions for December’s issue is  
November 14th, Thanks! 

  

Contents:  Page 
From Sue 4 
Flowers Appeal 6 
News of the Church Family 7 
Letters and emails 9 
Banner Drop for COP26 10 
My GPS 12 
Night Shelter - update 13 
Early Memories of Bygone Ealing 14 
November - a few thoughts 18 
Scam emails 19 
Collection Point –Crisis 20 
The Back Pages 23 
  

 

Front Picture – Flowers in the church - courtesy of Jane H.  Many thanks. 

 

If you have a picture (preferably in jpeg format) you would like to 
feature on the front of the newsletter, please let me know. 

Thanks,  
Lee 

“The month of November makes me feel that life is passing 
more quickly. In an effort to slow it down, I try to fill the hours 
more meaningfully.”  

 Henry Rollins 
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From Sue    

Dear Friends 

Lee asked if any of us had a budgie. I am tempted to do what he  said 
not to do, and just write “No” and submit that as  my letter … but in the 
end, I don’t think that would suffice! 

There must be some amount of normality happening now in life since it 
seems to be very busy.  I guess I am beginning to realise the difference 
that having three churches makes when it comes to exciting 
committee meetings! 

I would even suggest that Christmas is on the horizon!  So far in the 
Ealing Green diary we have the annual ESO concert on December 11th 
(time to be confirmed), our Carol Service on December 19th at 6.30pm, 
a Christmas Eve service of Holy Communion at 12 noon, a Zoom 
midnight service on Christmas Eve (pyjamas acceptable), and a 
service at Ealing Green at 11 am on Christmas morning.  Please put 
those dates in your diary.  All of the live services should be live 
streamed on YouTube too. 

A few bits of preparation for Christmas which we need your help in: 

Carol Service 19th Dec 6.30pm 

You will remember that two years ago we had a really lovely Carol 
Service.  It was even more lovely than usual because you chose the 
carols!  We have had a tough 18 months and would like this year’s to 
be even better!  Therefore we are doing the same thing again.  There 
are many Christmas Carols which tell the story of Jesus.  Choose just 
one and let us know.  Ideally let Fleur know – you can leave her a 
message on email or phone, or give her a slip of paper at church.  I am 
happy to pass on to her as well of course.  Your choice will act as a 
vote – and Fleur will then include the most popular carols in the service!  
Happy choosing.  Please have your responses to her by 28th November 
so that she can put them in the service booklet. 

Carol Singing for others on 19th December at 11am 

Please put this date in your diary if you are able to participate.  There 
will not be a service at Ealing Green on the morning of December 19th.  
We hope that people will come to the Carol Service in the evening 
instead.  However we will be meeting at the church on that morning at 
11 am and going out to sing outside the homes of some lucky few of 
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those on our pastoral lists who have been unable to come to church 
for quite a while.  It would be lovely if there was a nice group of singers 
for this, including our young people.  It will be a lovely treat for some of 
our folk to see a group of us on their doorstep.  Hopefully the singing 
will please them too! 

That will do for Christmas for now. 

January 

After Christmas we will hopefully be looking forward to welcoming 
people into the church for our drop in for people who are homeless.  
This will be for a small group of people referred in the same way that 
people were referred for the night shelter. I will leave Jane to keep you 
up to speed on that though, since its still in the planning stage, and I 
don’t want to give false information.  I do want to give the project my 
full support though.  Social outreach is at the heart of what Ealing 
Green stands for.  Please keep your eyes and ears open, and give 
what practical support you can to this project. 

November 

To take us back to the present. I am currently leading two groups for 
“Christians in Central Ealing” on Zoom exploring issues around “Caring 
for Creation”.  This is a very challenging course about the issues 
contributing to climate change.  It challenges us both to personal 
action and to action as a church.  Climate change is a present and 
very real issue which we cannot ignore.  We need to make what 
changes we can ourselves, and to put pressure on those in power to 
do the same.  As I said at the beginning of this journey, I am only just off 
of the starting blocks with it, but I am learning fast.  If anyone would like 
me to run the course again – either on Zoom or in person please let me 
know.  If anyone is willing to help to put our words and thinking into 
action, again please be in touch.  We need some people with the 
energy to take a lead in this important area of work.  Whilst the aim of 
Christians Together in putting the discussions at this time was to 
coincide with COP, clearly the issues affecting our planet, and what 
we – as Christians – can do is something that will continue to be of 
extreme importance forever. 

Remembrance 

Don’t forget that our Remembrance Sunday service will start at 10.45 
am on November 14th. 
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Last note 

It looks like our Christmas publicity will bear the slogan “Hope is born”.  
Spend some time reflecting in prayer on that phrase alone, and on 
what it means to you, the church and the world.  Happy to discuss with 
anyone their thoughts on this, especially as that would enhance my 
Christmas preparation!!!! 

Prayers for all of you 

Sue 
 
 
 

Flowers appeal 
Now we are back worshipping 
in our Church and enjoying the 
displayed fresh flowers.  Thank 
you to the faithful few who have 
donated and arranged the 
flowers in recent months. 

I would be very grateful to 
anyone who would agree to 
donate and/or arrange flowers 
for one Sunday in 2021.  

You are invited to remember any special anniversary, birthday or 
occasion for family or friends, by donating money for flowers on a 
Sunday of your choice.  

You do not need to arrange the flowers as well, if you do not wish to, 
but if you could he persuaded to 'give it a go' that would be greatly 
appreciated.  it can be a simple arrangement - just a bunch of flowers 
is fine! 

Thank you in anticipation!    
  
 Gill Hatherall  
 

  “The good thing about science is that it's true whether or not you 
believe in it.” 

Neil deGrasse Tyson 
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News of the Church Family 
Jean Rose is now in a rehabilitation unit in 
Uxbridge for several weeks, in order to get her 
mobile once again, following her hip surgery. 

John Collingbourne is now using a wheelchair 
to get around, but is generally well in himself.  
He joins Monday Fellowship by Zoom. 

Janette Pendeer is now back in the UK after 
spending 6weeks in South Africa, dealing with her sister, Rosemary's 
affairs and clearing her flat, following her unexpected death.  We were 
pleased to hear that while Janette was in SA. she was taken out for the 
day by our good friends Colin and Merle Paige (Ex EGC ) 

Helen Harper was unwell for several weeks but is now much better.  
She thanks people for their concern and prayers. 

Paul Martin, Marian's husband, has at long last had the plaster cast 
removed from his leg and given a removable one.  He is starting to 
walk weight bearing with his crutches, which is good news!  

All four of the Moyo family are going to Zimbabwe for two weeks in 
November.  They are nervous but excited and would value our prayers 
for their safety. 

Ela and Carl Trail have both been unwell but are now much better. 

We send our best wishes to Chrissy O'Connor who starts a new job at 
the beginning of November. 

We wish Sue and Phil Male an enjoyable, relaxing few days holiday in 
the Isle of Wight. 

Colin and I have just returned from a lovely long  weekend staying in a 
converted barn in Hampshire with the family....10 of us and a labrador 
dog!  This was to belatedly celebrate Colin's 80th Birthday!  Colin is now 
isolating, prior to plastic surgery to his forehead following removal of a 
growth, later this week. 

Please pray for all those mentioned above and for all who carry the 
burden of illness and for their families and friends. 

Gill Hatherall 
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Unity 
So here I am and it’s pretty dark out there and it’s not even my 
bedtime.  In fact the clocks haven’t gone back yet, so it’s going to be 
even darker, soon.  I am sitting in the only room in the house that hasn’t 
been hit by a whirlwind, or a combination of electricians and painters, 
so I am having to hear (I try not to listen to) TV programmes I can 
otherwise ignore as they are normally in a different room.   

We decided to bite the bullet and have the house rewired.  Literally 
getting a buzz when installing a new light connection was 
disconcerting the first time and not something I wanted to repeat – 10 
years ago.  But it has taken until now to summon up the courage, and 
the cash, to get the job done properly.  The debris is still with us and will 
be for a couple of weeks yet.  It’s like being away from my familiar and 
extremely cluttered ‘desk’ when on the other side of the world, 
although I had a lot more room on the floor there to ‘file’ things.  
Actually, I was unable to set up any shelving there, so the floor was the 
only place I had to ‘file’ things much to the annoyance of my 
language teacher who used to comment disparagingly about my 
‘organisation’. 

Back here things, churchwise, are veering towards the ‘normal’ 
although there are many things we used to do that are still not 
possible.  One of these is the Night Shelter.  I have included a note from 
Jane in this issue relating how things are progressing there.  We will aim 
to keep everyone osted on how or what we can do and what 
opportunities there are for us to serve. 

Not-so-coincidentaly this month the Communion Collection is for Crisis.  
Formerly Crisis at Christmas, this has come to be a year-round charity 
embracing homelessness as a national tragedy and something we, as 
a relatively wealthy country should be ashamed of.  Jesus said that the 
poor are always with us, but we saw what could be done at the 
beginning of the pandemic.  Now, unfortunately much of that is 
undone and we can’t solve the problem alone.  It rankles then when 
an ex-minister speaks about his wish to help the homeless, but we will 
do what we can and your help, if you are able to spare the time will 
be much appreciated.  Your donations to the Collection will also be 
much welcomed and put to good use, so please support Crisis. 

God bless you  
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Letters and emails 

 

The power of prayer 

A month or two ago, Antonya told me that her step father, Hari, had 
been taken to hospital in Paris, where he lives, as an emergency.  I told 
Antonya that I would pray and asked her if we may include him in 
intercessions.  Antonya said she would be grateful if we would.  We did 
pray for Hari in the Friday morning Worship services and also during 
Sunday morning services at Ealing Green for a few weeks, and were 
pleased to hear that after intensive treatment Hari was discharged 
home.  He is now gradually regaining his strength but has ongoing 
treatment, which takes up much of his time and energy. 

Then to my surprise and delight I unexpectedly received the email 
below.   

Dear Mrs Hatherall 

I am the step father of Antonya Kloetgen and I would like to thank you 
personally and through you all the congregation of your church for the 
prayers that you have done for me. I believe in the power of prayer 
and I believe that all of you were my healers with your prayer love and 
support.  My health is getting better and I hope I will be able to 
meeting you in the near future.  Thank you again and keep this 
constant contact with God through your prayers. This is the power we 
need to overcome the difficulties of life. 
Best regards 
Haris Kanatsoulis 

I asked him if I may print it, as I feel it may encourage others to ask for 
prayer. It is also an encouragement to those of us who are praying for 
folk, although of course we all know that, although God hears our 
prayers, they are not always answered immediately or in the way we 
expect or hope! 

Hari replied to my request saying:- 
'I am very glad that my letter can be used for promoting the power of 
prayer individual or in a group.  This type of contact with the Creator is 
at the heart of our religion.  Thanks again and I wish the best for you 
and your congregation. 
Friendly yours, 
Haris Kanatsoulis '     
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Banner drop for COP26 in London, Manchester and 
Glasgow 
From The Methodist News: 

 
Methodist churches in London, Manchester and Glasgow unfurled 
banners this weekend as part of global action from faith communities 
calling for climate justice and care for the vulnerable ahead of COP26, 
the UN Conference on climate change in Glasgow next month. 

Methodist Central Hall, Westminster 

Pictured above are members of the 
congregation and church leaders 
from Methodist Central Hall, 
Westminster.  Visitors to London will 
also see the church's call to pray for 
COP26 on the outside of the 
building, which was the venue for 
the inaugural meeting of the United 
Nations Assembly in 1946.   

The Revd Tony Miles, Superintendent 
Minister said, "We wanted to make a 
public declaration to assure people 
we are praying for COP26 and to 
inspire others to do same.  We are urging the world leaders gathering 
in Glasgow next month to ‘make COP count’ and, as a Church and 
Conference Centre, we are endeavouring to make a difference 
locally too."  

Eliana Achila a 13 year old member of Methodist Central Hall 
Westminster said, "Climate change is real and it is the poorest and most 
vulnerable on our planet that bear the greatest cost."   
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Woodlands Methodist Church, Glasgow 

 

 

 

 

The Methodist hub for COP26 in 
Glasgow will be Woodlands 
Methodist Church which also 
unveiled a banner this weekend 
on behalf of all Methodists in 
Scotland.  

 

 

 

 

Methodist Central Hall, Manchester 

Methodist Central Hall, Manchester 
also unveiled a banner on 
Sunday.  The Revd Ian Rutherford 
said, "We were proud to unfurl our 
banner at Methodist Central Hall, 
Manchester along with many other 
faith buildings across the UK as part 
of the #FaithfortheClimate initiative 
on Green Faith Day. 

"Our banner design brings the bold 
message that we wanted to convey 
to Greater Manchester and to world 
leaders gathering for COP26 that we 
must all work together, like bees in a 
hive, to care for our common home 
and that we need to make COP 26 
count."  
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My GPS 
I have a little GPS 
I’ve had it all my life 
It’s better than the normal ones 
My GPS’s my wife  

It gives me full instructions 
Especially how to drive 
‘It’s 30 miles an hour’ it says 
‘You’re doing 35’ 

It tells me when to stop and start 
And when to brake 
And tells me that it’s never 
Safe to overtake. 

It fills me with counselling 
Each journey’s pretty fraught 
So why don’t I exchange it 
And get a quieter sort? 

Ah well, you see, it cleans the house 
And makes sure I’m properly fed 
It washes all my shirts and things 
And keeps me warm in bed! 

Despite all these advantages 
And my tendency to scoff 
I wish that once in a while 
I could turn it off! 

Norma McHattie 

  

“I've always been a hugger. If we all hugged more, the world would 
be a better place :)” 

Taylor Swift 
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Ealing Churches Winter Night Shelter for the coming 
year. 
Running a night shelter, as we have done in the past, is fraught with 
difficulties although the Government has given permission for night 
shelters to open.  The measures necessary to ensure the health and 
safety of guests and volunteers, (many of whom are from vulnerable 
groups) and other users of the building make it a complicated option. 

However, the night shelter trustees are keen to not lose the willingness 
and skills of all the volunteers who have supported ECWNS in the past.  
They have therefore come up with some suggestions and would 
welcome ideas from all of us about alternative support that could be 
given to homeless people. 

There are currently around 100-130 people sleeping rough in Ealing. 
The numbers are expected to increase as we go into winter. About 40-
50% of people on the streets (nationally) are British. Many of the others 
have problems with immigration/asylum and lack of status that would 
allow them to work or receive benefits. ECWNS has been working with 
guests throughout the Covid epidemic. 

Would our church be able and willing to have a Lunch club?  With 
careful planning bearing in mind health and safety and Covid 
guidelines, I believe we can open our church for 10-12 people who are 
who are homeless this Winter.  We would have the support of the 
ECWNS and our guests would be referred to us by them. 

At our church meeting on 17th October it was agreed that we would 
offer ECWNS a lunch club, 10.30 to 3.00pm, on 6 Thursdays starting at 
the beginning of January 2022. 

The trustees have to consider the offers from all the churches that 
would normally participate, so it will be a short while until we are told if 
and how we can make a contribution this winter season. 

In the meantime, if you feel that you would like to help in any way, 
please contact: 

Lee at unitymagazine@hotmail.com 

or me at jane_horwich@hotmail.com 
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Early Memories of Bygone Ealing  
by John Deighton (Ealing U3A Chairman 2012-2014; 2016-2017) 

My earliest memory of Ealing is Christmas Day 1944.  I was 6 years old 
and in a foster home at Tooting, London.  My mother used to visit me 
every Wednesday and Sunday afternoon. She lived with her father and 
mother at 10 Bilton Road, Perivale, Ealing.  Grandad had moved into 
number 10 in 1938; a new build shop where he set himself up as a shoe 
and boot maker and repairer.  My mother acted as house-keeper for 
them as my grandmother was not well.  Indeed, this was the only time I 
met my grandmother. 

My mother came over to collect me early in the morning on that 
Christmas Day.  In those days the buses and underground worked until 
one pm.  That year the underground was on strike so we made the 
journey by bus, starting with number 49 from Tooting and ending up on 
the number 65 to Ealing to the end of the line – then at the top of 
Argyle Road in Cleveland Road. 

That day was clear with a blue sky and a hoar frost on the ground.  We 
walked through Scotch Common, the golf course, past St Mary’s 
Church, Perivale, (the church still had its old vicarage covered in 
creeper), crossing Western Avenue and onto 10 Bilton Road.  Crossing 
the parklands, we left our footprints in the frost.  We walked about two 
to three miles. 

Grandad’s shop had a flat behind and over it.  A bomb had blown out 
the plate glass windows and there were small replacement windows.  
In the room behind the shop there was a Morrison table air raid shelter 
made from heavy steel and there was an air raid shelter across the 
road.  I cannot remember how long I stayed there but do remember 
being given moulding clay for a present and a book from grandad.  
The shops had wide pavements in front of them and all the 
shopkeepers worked together keeping the place clean. 

Grandmother passed away in January 1945 and my grandfather said 
“it’s time John came home”.  So I moved to 10 Bilton Road in July and 
helped in the shop.  Grandad used to take me out for a walk every 
Sunday morning and we would stop at a pub.  We walked over to the 
Rising Sun at Sudbury and if we crossed the top of Horsenden Hill, he 
would tell me that the Ballot Box at the bottom, used to be at the top 
of the hill, so named as it was where the barge people would vote.  He 
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was a jolly man and he 
told me that both he 
and Grandmother used 
to come over to One 
Tree Hill Wembley with 
their Sunday School but 
did not know each 
other then. 

 

The Ballot Box pre 1940 - 
Photo of painting: 
Ealing Local History 
Centre 

There were no buses down Bilton Road in those days.  We had to walk 
to Alperton for buses and the Underground.  If you stood on the 
London-bound platform at the station, you could still see the farm with 
its cows behind the station.  Walking from the station to Bilton Road you 
would cross the canal and on the left before the bridge there was a 
blacksmith still working and shoeing horses.  

Over Christmas 1945 I was in King Edward Hospital, Mattock Lane, 
having my tonsils out at a cost of £1 10 shillings.  Shortly after coming 
out of hospital Grandad looked at me and told Mum that I had the 
mumps.  This was followed by chicken pox and measles.  If the shop 
customers caught me playing hooky from school they would tell on me 
in the shop and when I got home I would be asked how school was 
that day. 

My mother used to take shoes that needed stitching from my 
grandfather’s shop to Broomfield Road, Ealing.  There was another 
shoe repair shop there called Brown’s with a dairy on the left hand side 
going into the road.  Next to the shop was a picture shop.  

Grandad had made me a big scooter that my mother could also get 
on and we had many hours of fun.  One day when I was 8 years old, 
Mum went to Ealing on her bike to take shoes to Brown’s.  I thought I 
knew the way and set off after her on my scooter. I got as far as Argyle 
Road, when Mum met me on her way home.  I had travelled about 3 
miles. 
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Grandad died in 1947 and Mum had to find work.  She was a fully 
trained florist and went to work at F Meyer’s, greengrocer’s and florist, 
at 70 The Mall, Ealing.  If you look down to the Mall from Ealing 
Broadway station, you can see two shop fronts next to the North Star 
Pub.  The florist part was on the left and mum was the manageress 
there.  I spent many hours playing in the upper part of the shop.  My 
mother then worked in the Flower Garden by Northfields Station  

One evening in the winter of 1947, Mum and I went into Wembley to 
see a film.  Mum could not settle so we left early to go home.  That 
night the flat over the shop caught fire and burnt out our sitting/dining 
room upstairs as well as the back end of the shop.  I lost all my books 
and toys. 

I went to Selborne School, Perivale, where Mr Mitchell was the Head 
Master.  We had a 7 day time table, which meant that you had 
different subjects each day.  When the seventh day fell on a Tuesday, 
the Wednesday would be a free day.  You had to attend school, but 
you signed up to the subjects you wanted to cover.  This could be 
sport, academic subjects, art and modelling, and gardening.  We also 
covered Dickens and Shakespeare, both classes being taken by the 
head master.  In our Shakespeare class we would read a play, then go 
to the Old Vic to see it and then we acted the play at school.  I also 
learnt about farming and I later ran the four school allotments.  I also 
enjoyed maths.  I left school at 15 to go to work. 

I was back in Ealing for my apprenticeship to Dominion Engineering 
Co., North Wharf, Gordon Road, West Ealing for 5 years.  I started work 
at 7.30 am and finished at 5.30 pm and was paid 5¾d an hour.  (Joan 
Houghton, an old member of Ealing U3A and Family History Group also 
worked at Dominion during the war.)  My apprenticeship was in 
Machine Shop Engineering.  My 15th birthday present was a bike so 
that I could cycle to and from work.  I left there when I was 21 and 
went to work at EMI in Hayes where I doubled my wage to £250 a year. 

One problem I encountered when going to work was that when it 
rained the River Brent flooded at Perivale.  In those days Perivale Lane 
passed over the Brent with the road being lower than the pavement, 
so the road would flood first and then the pavement. I would have to 
take my socks and shoes off, roll up my trousers and cycle on the 
raised pavement against the fence, so as not to fall in the deep water.  
I would cross to dry land to dry off and carry on to work even if I was 
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late, I never had my wages 
stopped on those days.  

 

 

River Brent flooding in 1903  
-  Photo: Ealing Local 

History Centre 

 

 

 

We had dense dreadful London fogs.  Car drivers would stop me on 
my bike on the way home and ask if I would guide them from the top 
of Argyle Road hill Ealing, down to the traffic lights on Western Avenue 
and they would give me some money for guiding them.  

While working at Dominion you were expected to do some form of 
social work and so I became a Social Uncle to a Children’s Home in 
Sunnyside Road, Ealing.  The seven boys there were aged 5 to 16 and 
had been placed in the home by the courts.  When we went out, the 
younger ones often called me dad and I got funny looks from other 
people. (I still drive past the house and think of it.) 

My regular haunts were in Ealing.  At 16 I registered with Mr Roberts, 
opposite Ealing Broadway Station, who was to be my dentist for the 
next 20 years.  I had my hair cut in a Gents’ barbers opposite W.H. 
Smiths [now a sports shop] near Barclays Bank.  (In those days, they 
would finish off the trimming by using a lighted taper and burning off 
the loose ends of hair.)  And I went to Hector Powe in Bentalls for my 
suits and if your waist line did not expand, the suits would last for years. 

Looking back over the years, it seems strange to me that we spent so 
much time in Ealing as it was quicker to shop in Wembley.  I don’t recall 
travelling to Ealing by public transport, (83 bus or train), but we must 
have done as in the early years, we had no car.  Now, towards the 
end of my life, I am back in Ealing, never really having left it.  Wembley 
has changed and is not the place I remember, but to me Ealing Town 
is still the same; the shops may have changed but it is still my home 
town where my early life was formed. 

John Deighton  



18 

November: 
A few quotes/passages on this subject, you might like. 

“November--with uncanny witchery in its changed trees. With murky 
red sunsets flaming in smoky crimson behind the westering hills. With 
dear days when the austere woods were beautiful and gracious in a 
dignified serenity of folded hands and closed eyes--days full of a fine, 
pale sunshine that sifted through the late, leafless gold of the juniper-
trees and glimmered among the grey beeches, lighting up evergreen 
banks of moss and washing the colonnades of the pines. Days with a 
high-sprung sky of flawless turquoise. Days when an exquisite 
melancholy seemed to hang over the landscape and dream about 
the lake. But days, too, of the wild blackness of great autumn storms, 
followed by dank, wet, streaming nights when there was witch-
laughter in the pines and fitful moans among the mainland trees. What 
cared they? Old Tom had built his roof well, and his chimney drew.” 

― L.M. Montgomery 

 

Eating a meal in Japan is said to be a communion with nature. This 
particularly holds true for both tea and restaurant kaiseki, where foods 
at their peak of freshness reflect the seasonal spirit of that month. The 
seasonal spirit for November, for example, is "Beginning Anew," 
because according to the old Japanese lunar calendar, November 
marks the start of the new tea year. The spring tea leaves that had 
been placed in sealed jars to mature are ready to grind into tea. The 
foods used for a tea kaiseki should carry out this seasonal theme and 
be available locally, not flown in from some exotic locale. 

― Victoria Abbott Riccardi, Untangling My Chopsticks: A Culinary 
Sojourn in Kyoto 

 

“In November, the trees are standing all sticks and bones. Without their 
leaves, how lovely they are, spreading their arms like dancers. They 
know it is time to be still.” 

― Cynthia Rylant, 
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Scam emails 
 
Most of us receive scam emails – indeed everyone who uses the 
internet for email gets scam emails.  And the Unity email postbox is no 
exception, but last week I got one that was entirely new and 
unexpected.  I wasn’t sure exactly what it was asking for as I didn’t see 
any numbers explaining that I could be the recipient of millions of 
dollars if I only sent some money to unlock a fictitious account 
somewhere, usually Nigeria.  This is the message I received: 
 
验证你的帐户 

你好  unitymagazine , 
您的  帐户已超过收件箱限制, 如果没有更新, 您可能不会收到新邮件 
对于新的  unitymagazine@hotmail.com  如果您不能在 24小时内确认, 
我们将暂停您的帐户, 请点击下面 
 
链接以验证您的帐户。 
 
验证我的帐户 
 
Not having much of a handle on Mandarin, I ran the message through 
Google translate.  The message became quite clear. 
 
Verify your account 
Hello unitymagazine, 
Your account has exceeded the inbox limit, if it is not updated, you 
may not receive new mail 
For the new unitymagazine@hotmail.com If you cannot confirm within 
24 hours, we will suspend your account, please click below 
 
Link to verify your account. 
 
Verify my account 
 
You will not be surprised that I didn’t click on the link。 
 

Lee 
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Collection Point  
This month’s Communion Collection is for 
Crisis. 

Crisis is the national charity for homeless 
people. It helps people directly out of 
homelessness and campaign for the 
altogether. 

What are the kind of challenges we're facing this year that we didn't 
face last year? 

“I think we learned so much last year that I feel confident about this 
year.” 

We are prepared for a busy Christmas!
we’ll have a fourth lockdown then unfortunately we’ll have to reduce 
volunteer numbers.  But we would still be able to have the hotel 
accommodation and we’ll still be able to do a really warm service for 
our guests.  Hopefully nex
case, my team need to work hard to get the cost of accommodation 
down. 

How are we working with the local authorities and other partners?

Nearer to Christmas, we’ll be seeking advice from Pathway on how 
they think we should operate regarding contact between volunteers 
and guests, particularly in our day centres, because that's a new 
concept for us regarding government Covid restrictions. 
good contact with the Greater London Authority and we're k
one another in the loop. 

Coronavirus and homelessness

People facing homelessness are hit especially hard by this outbreak. 
Many people who were already living
serious risk of being pushed 
of the outbreak if we don’t provide the right support.

During the coronavirus pandemic, we’ve seen how much we can 
achieve when we all work together. Ending homelessness is within our 
reach – if we act now. 

On average, homeless peo

This month’s Communion Collection is for 

Crisis is the national charity for homeless 
people. It helps people directly out of 
homelessness and campaign for the changes needed to solve it 

What are the kind of challenges we're facing this year that we didn't 

“I think we learned so much last year that I feel confident about this 

We are prepared for a busy Christmas!  If the government decides 
we’ll have a fourth lockdown then unfortunately we’ll have to reduce 

But we would still be able to have the hotel 
accommodation and we’ll still be able to do a really warm service for 

Hopefully next year we will be back to normal. 
case, my team need to work hard to get the cost of accommodation 

How are we working with the local authorities and other partners?

Nearer to Christmas, we’ll be seeking advice from Pathway on how 
think we should operate regarding contact between volunteers 

and guests, particularly in our day centres, because that's a new 
concept for us regarding government Covid restrictions. 
good contact with the Greater London Authority and we're k

 

Coronavirus and homelessness 

People facing homelessness are hit especially hard by this outbreak. 
were already living with financial pressures are

of being pushed over the brink into homelessness
the outbreak if we don’t provide the right support. 

During the coronavirus pandemic, we’ve seen how much we can 
achieve when we all work together. Ending homelessness is within our 

On average, homeless people die at just 44 years old

changes needed to solve it 

What are the kind of challenges we're facing this year that we didn't 

“I think we learned so much last year that I feel confident about this 

If the government decides 
we’ll have a fourth lockdown then unfortunately we’ll have to reduce 

But we would still be able to have the hotel 
accommodation and we’ll still be able to do a really warm service for 

t year we will be back to normal.  If that is the 
case, my team need to work hard to get the cost of accommodation 

How are we working with the local authorities and other partners? 

Nearer to Christmas, we’ll be seeking advice from Pathway on how 
think we should operate regarding contact between volunteers 

and guests, particularly in our day centres, because that's a new 
concept for us regarding government Covid restrictions.  We also have 
good contact with the Greater London Authority and we're keeping 

People facing homelessness are hit especially hard by this outbreak.  
with financial pressures are at 

homelessness as a result 

During the coronavirus pandemic, we’ve seen how much we can 
achieve when we all work together. Ending homelessness is within our 

ple die at just 44 years old 
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Homelessness is devastating, dangerous and isolating. 

People sleeping on the street are almost 17 times more likely to have 
been victims of violence.  More than one in three people sleeping 
rough have been deliberately hit or kicked or experienced some other 
form of violence whilst homeless. 

Homeless people are over nine times more likely to take their own life 
than the general population.  

What causes homelessness? 

People become homeless for lots of different reasons.  There are social 
causes of homelessness, such as a lack of affordable housing, poverty 
and unemployment; and life events which cause individuals to 
become homeless. 

People can become homeless when they leave prison, care or the 
army with no home to go to.  Many homeless women have escaped a 
violent relationship. 

Many people become homeless because they can no longer afford 
the rent. 

And for many, life events like a relationship breaking down, losing a 
job, mental or physical health problems, or substance misuse can be 
the trigger.  Being homeless can, in turn, make many of these problems 
even harder to resolve. 

Types of homelessness 

Rough sleeping 

Rough sleeping is the most visible form of homelessness, and when 
most people think of a homeless person they tend to think of someone 
sleeping rough on the streets.  Many people who sleep rough will suffer 
from multiple health conditions, such as mental health problems and 
drug misuse they are also in greater danger of violence than the 
general population. 

Statutory homelessness 

Local authorities have a duty to secure a home for some groups of 
people.  This is often referred to as the main homelessness duty.  Every 
year, tens of thousands of people apply to their local authority for 
homelessness assistance. 

To be legally defined as homeless you must either lack a secure place 
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in which you are entitled to live or not reasonably 
be able to stay.  However, in order to receive 
assistance under the main homelessness duty, 
there are further strict criteria that you have to 
meet. Local authorities may initially provide 
temporary accommodation to households who 
might meet these criteria, mainly families with 
children. 

Hidden homelessness 

Many people who are not entitled to help with housing, or who don’t 
even approach their councils for help, aren’t counted in the official 
statistics. 

Many stay in hostels, squats or B&Bs, in overcrowded accommodation 
or ‘concealed' housing, such as the floors or sofas of friends and family. 

How Crisis can help  

Every year we work with thousands of people to 
help them rebuild their lives and leave 
homelessness behind for good. How we can help 
depends on someone's needs and situation. 

One of our friendly experts will spend time with 
those seeking help to work out what is needed. 
We can help: 

 Finding a home and settling in well 

 Getting new skills and finding a job 

 Improving health and wellbeing 

What would you say to our supporters ahead of this Christmas? 

"I'd just like to thank all our supporters for all they did for us last year 
under what were really weird and challenging circumstances." 

We wouldn't have been able to do the things we did without them.  I 
think a lot of people thought Christmas won't happen this year 
because it was just so uncertain and challenging out there, but 
knowing that we had that support from donors and everyone else, it 
made it a lot easier for us to think yeah we can do it. 

Please give generously - Thank you and God bless you 
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The Back pages: November:  

The nights are really drawing in now – but it’s not too long until things 
start going the other way – and we’ve got Christmas to look forward to 
as well.  But that’s next month, let’s think about what what November 
has to offer. 

31st October – 
2nd November 

The Day of the Dead 
I’m cheating here a bit as this was also in October’s – 
but it does run over 3 days, so it’s fair to start 
November off 

4th November Diwali – watch out for fireworks 
5th  Guy Fawkes Night – watch out for fireworks! 

6th  
National Saxophone Day - Celebrated annually on 
the birthday of Belgian instrument maker, Adolphe 
Sax who was the inventor of the saxophone. 

11th (and the 
14th ) 

Remembrance Day 
The day when we remember those members of the 
armed forces who gave their lives in conflict. The 
date was chosen to commemorate the end of 
hostilities of the First World War on 11th Nov 1918. 

13th  
World Kindness Day - A day to celebrate and 
promote kindness in all its forms. 

15th – 21st  

Road Safety Week - The campaign aims to inspire 
thousands of schools, organisations and communities 
to take action on road safety and to promote life-
saving messages. 

17th  
World Prematurity Day - World Prematurity Day is raise 
awareness of preterm birth and the concerns of 
preterm babies and their families worldwide. 

20th  

Universal Children's Day - United Nations Universal 
Children's Day was established to promote 
international togetherness, awareness among 
children worldwide, and improving children's welfare. 

21st  

World Television Day - A UN organised day, which 
recognises the impact of television on decision-
making by bringing world attention to conflicts and 
threats to peace and security and its potential role in 
sharpening the focus on other major issues. 

21st  World Hello Day - Anyone can participate in World 
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Hello Day simply by greeting ten people.  This 
demonstrates the importance of personal 
communication for preserving peace. 

23rd  

Doctor Who Day - Also know as TARDIS day, this is the 
anniversary of the first ever transmission of Doctor 
Who. Wear a bow-tie, a long knitted scarf or put 
celery on your lapel. Or just eat some jelly babies. 

26th  

Buy Nothing Day - Held to coincide with Black Friday, 
this is an international day of protest against 
consumerism.  Strike your blow now for anti-
consumerism. 

28th –               
6th December 

Hanukkah - The Jewish holiday commemorating the 
rededication of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem at the 
time of the Maccabean Revolt against the Seleucid 
Empire. 

30th  
St. Andrew's Day - Celebration of the patron saint of 
Scotland, St. Andrew. 

 

Have a good one.  See you next month. 

 

 

 
A final thought 

“People who have a religion should be glad, for not everyone has 
the gift of believing in heavenly things.  You don't necessarily even 
have to be afraid of punishment after death; purgatory, hell, and 
heaven are things that a lot of people can't accept, but still a 
religion, it doesn't matter which, keeps a person on the right path.  
It isn't the fear of God but the upholding of one's own honor and 
conscience.  How noble and good everyone could be if, every 
evening before falling asleep, they were to recall to their minds the 
events of the whole day and consider exactly what has been good 
and bad.  Then, without realizing it you try to improve yourself at the 
start of each new day; of course, you achieve quite a lot in the 
course of time.  Anyone can do this, it costs nothing and is certainly 
very helpful.  Whoever doesn't know it must learn and find by 
experience that: "A quiet conscience mades one strong!” 

― Anne Frank, The Diary of a Young Girl 

 


