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2

October 2021
Welcome to October’s Unity newsletter.
This month’s contents are listed below. Thank-you all for your
contributions.
Closing date for contributions for November’s issue is
Sunday 17th October, Thanks!
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Front Picture – Some of our stars outside the Church - courtesy of Jane
H. Many thanks.
If you have a picture (preferably in jpeg format) you would like to
feature on the front of the newsletter, please let me know.
Thanks, Lee
When you are about 35 years old, something
terrible always happens to music.
Steve Race
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Normally From Sue
Sue is away on holiday right now – and I didn’t ask her in time before
she went, so rather than hold the front (and all the other pages) until
she has come back and found the time,
Sue is leading us on a series of talks on the
environment I hope you enjoy this message
from The Rev’d Sonia Hicks on the same
theme:

Protecting our planet, there is no
plan B
It is the task of God's people to listen to the prophetic voices in our
midst and to change direction, to take action, to do something.
During lockdown, I became much more conscious of my surroundings.
On my daily walks, I took time to look at my environment and give God
thanks for the beauty of creation. But in July, the following information
was released by the Met Office:
"The latest analysis of the UK climate… has shown that climate change
is already being felt across the UK… 2020 was the first year that the
annual values for rainfall, temperature and sunshine were all in the top
ten in the same year. 2020 was third warmest, fifth wettest and eighth
sunniest on record for the UK."
The effects of climate change are no longer something to worry about
in the future. We are already seeing more droughts, more violent
storms, more forest fires, more 'natural disasters'. As I write this, forest
fires are raging across both Turkey and Greece. 3Generate have been
calling on us as Methodists to sit up and take notice. In their Manifesto
of 2019, they called on the British Methodist Church to look after the
environment. Have we answered that prophetic call or have we simply
put it on our 'to do' list?
The Psalmist declares: "The heavens are telling the glory of God; and
the firmament proclaims his handiwork." [Psalm 19: 1] As we observe
the effects of global warming on the planet, we are seeing the
gradual silencing of creation's own voice. The muting of rivers and
streams as we clog the waterways with plastic, choking the life from
the oceans and spoiling the planet for generations to come.
It is the task of God's people to listen to the prophetic voices in our
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midst and to change direction, to take action, to do something. When
Jonah spoke to the people of Nineveh warning them of the
consequences of their godlessness, the people listened and changed
their behaviour. "And the people of Nineveh believed God; they
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth."
[Jonah 3: 5]
So, what does repentance look like when we speak about climate
change?
Firstly, instead of thinking whether more churches should become
an Eco-Church (or Eco-Congregation in Scotland), we should instead
be asking: What is stopping us becoming an Eco-Church or EcoCongregation and how can we overcome those barriers?
Secondly, instead of debating how many more car parking spaces
does our church need, we should be considering whether buying a
bus is a more environmentally friendly way of getting people to church.
Thirdly, has your church or Circuit planning to have a Climate Sunday
service? The Climate Sunday initiative is calling on all local churches
across Great Britain & Ireland to hold a climate-focused service on any
Sunday before COP26 (November 2021). So far over 1,000 churches
have joined in, could your church add its voice this year?
What about supporting the Young Christian Climate Network Relay?
You and your church could:
Join those walking on the route
 Plan a tributary route
 Help with a residency
 Participate in another way


I remember seeing a poster at a Climate Justice Rally. It said: PROTECT
OUR PLANET NOW. THERE IS NO PLANET B. It is time to take seriously that
we are stewards of creation and that there is no Planet B.
Sonia Hicks, President of the Conference, 2021-22
My parents have a very good marriage. They’ve
been together forever. They’ve passed their silver
and gold anniversaries. The next one is rust.
Rita Rudner
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News of the Church Family
Our love and sympathy to Janette Pender
and her family, on the death of Janette's
sister, Rosemary, who was en route to the UK.
Janette has gone to South Africa for 6 weeks
to attend to Rosemary's affairs and clear her
flat. Janette has asked for, and is grateful for
our prayers for her safety and protection and
comfort and strength for the days ahead.
Jean Rose has had the repair of her hip joint that has given her so
much pain for many years. Please continue to pray for Jean as she
recovers from her surgery. Nyarai had kindly been to visit Jean as she
works in the same hospital.
Please pray for Antonya's step father, Hari, who was taken to hospital in
Paris as an emergency a few weeks ago, and where he continues to
receive treatment. We also hold Antonya and her family in our
prayers.
Paul Martin, Marian's husband, is due to have the plaster removed
from his leg this week. He has had a plaster on his leg for about the last
18 months, so this is a big thing! We give thanks that Paul is gradually
becoming more mobile with Marian's support.
Our love and sympathy to Deb on the death of her brother in law,
Alan, in Cornwall. Rosie, Deb's granddaughter, has had the orange
casts removed from her legs and now has splints and new boots, which
are pretty rainbow colours. Rosie is pleased to be back at school.
Barbara had a nasty fall in a bus when it suddenly jolted, which has
obviously shaken her. Fortunately she was still able to go on holiday.
We pray that the fresh sea air and relaxation will help her recover.
We pray for Stalin who has gone to India for a month and for Linda and
Pete who have gone to their flat in Spain for 3 months.
There are a few people within our Church Family who are feeling
unwell and are undergoing investigations, but do not wish to be
named. We pray for all those people mentioned above, and for any
in our Church Family who may be struggling at the moment, for any
reason, that they will feel God's presence and be comforted.
Gill Hatherall
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Flowers appeal
Now we are back worshipping
in our Church and enjoying the
displayed fresh flowers. Thank
you to the faithful few who have
donated and arranged the
flowers in recent months.
I would be very grateful to
anyone who would agree to
donate and/or arrange flowers
for one Sunday in 2021.
You are invited to remember any special anniversary, birthday or
occasion for family or friends, by donating money for flowers on a
Sunday of your choice.
You do not need to arrange the flowers as well, if you do not wish to,
but if you could he persuaded to 'give it a go' that would be greatly
appreciated. it can be a simple arrangement - just a bunch of flowers
is fine!
Thank you in anticipation!
Gill Hatherall
Have you ever thought about . . .
Those few of us that once belonged to Ealing Green Players
(remember them?) are thinking of starting a Playreading Group to
meet perhaps every 4 or 5 weeks to read a play together, just for
the fun of it. We would probably meet after Church on a Sunday
morning as most of us would be there anyway, and it would save
coming out on a weekday. The meeting would probably last
about 2 hours, 1pm-3pm, enabling us to get home before dark in
the winter months.
If you think it's a good idea and want to be involved, please let me
know. I can't promise a full Sunday roast, but some sustenance will
be provided.
Helen (Ealing Green Play(read)ers!)
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Unity
Firstly an apology, I’ve not missed the first of the month (I don’t think)
for a very long time. I’m going to blame it partly on me, but mostly on
the fact that we are getting our house rewired. Who knew it would be
so disruptive? Disruptive yes, but I hadn’t reckoned on so many
floorboards in every room, not just a few, being lifted - and so many
holes in so many walls and ceilings. And there are wires everywhere!
We hadn’t anticipated moving out, but with all the beds either piled
high with ‘stuff’ and covered with dust sheets, or being dismantled to
allow access for the floorboards to be lifted there didn’t seem to be
much option. Thank goodness for friends with a spare room.
The net result is that I am now sitting down the bottom of the garden,
as far away from the drilling and the dust as I can get, trying to gather
my thoughts and write something with a point. But summer, what there
was of it, has now gone and I am sitting in my shorts, cold. I can’t get
back into the wardrobe or my chest of drawers as they are both
behind the rolled up carpet, so I am going to have to tough it out for a
couple of days yet. We are definitely into Autumn now.
This month, October, and continuing through November we have a
series of talks that will be in person/streamed/available on YouTube
that are more than worth hearing and could even be deemed
‘essential’. They will cover climate change and how we and the
church can do our bit for the world. True, whatever we do alone isn’t
going to save the world, but if we do whatever we can to make a
difference, however small, there will be an effect. More importantly
we will demonstrate to others the need for action and hopefully
influence them. The result can be like ripples in a pond, spreading the
message more widely.
Apart from that can we have some more volunteers to support Gill’s
appeal for donors and arrangers for the flowers in church. The flowers
at the front are always a splash, or more, of colour making the church
a more welcoming place. And afterwards the distribution of the
flowers, so well organised by Gill, brings joy to those who receive them.
For those unable to attend the service and meet friends, it’s like a
reminder that they are not forgotten.
God bless you
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Letters and emails
From: Ian Fairclough (out there down under)
We are in lockdown (again). Lockdown 6.0 so not exactly unchartered
territory. Unfortunately the end of this one is probably some way away.
The vaccination rates are low so we will have to wait until the rate
improves significantly.
Apart from that, we are all fine. Spending a lot of time together as a
family as Emma is not allowed to go to school.
Bye for now
Ian
From Sue Male:
Dear All
Please see the posters in this month’s issue about upcoming events on
creation and environment organised by me as chair of “Christians
Together in Central Ealing”. The talk by Rev’d Dave Bookless is taking
place at Ealing Green Church!
The course is a five week course on zoom. See the posters, reproduced
in this issue of Unity, or more information.
Sue
From Rachel Bending:
Could you be called Lead worship? -Hurry - only a few places left on
the training course!
This week Rev Jarel Robinson-Brown was preaching at the Festival of
Preaching. At the beginning of his sermon he told the story of how,
aged 13, he had been approached in church and prompted to think
about whether God was calling him to preach. The person who had
approached and encouraged him was Graham Preedy. Later in his
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sermon he went on to describe Graham’s example, skill and inspiration
as a preacher and a man of God in whom God’s light shone.
Graham is no longer with us but we continue to be blessed with great
preachers and worship leaders in this circuit who generously give time
and talents to lead our worship, inspire and challenge through God’s
grace and guidance. Could God be calling you to be part of that
team? Or could God be prompting you to challenge and encourage
someone else to explore the calling?
Rev Sue Male is about to begin a training course for preaching and
worship leading. You need to be quick if you’d like to be part of it - it
starts soon and there are only a few spaces left!
If you want to join in contact Rachel or Sue

On another note:
Colin has taken a couple of
photos of a trip out he made
with John to Osterley Park.
Apparently there were two
ladies actually in the lake
having a swim.

Colin taking John for a spin. He
thought I said ‘swim’!
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From Louise:
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Harvest Festival
Gill sent me some pictures you might like to recall the Harvest Festival:
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The Hedge (2)
You may remember a piece in Unity in March about the colony of
sparrows in the hedge dividing my garden from that of my neighbour
Joe.
Well, I was very upset when I had to take the feeders down due to
several visits from rats who had great pleasure in feasting on the seeds
that the birds had dropped. When they discovered their food-source
had gone, they moved on (hopefully) to pastures new.
During the time the feeders were taken down, I missed my feathered
visitors very much, and assumed that they too had moved on to new
pastures. Visitors to my house began to notice their absence too.
After about 6-8 weeks, I decided to have another go and put up new
feeders in a different place, out in the open where rats couldn't hide in
the undergrowth. Happily, the sparrows have returned in full force, so
the hedge is now bursting with birds again , much to my (and Joes')
delight. It really does give me such joy to watch them back in my
garden again.
Helen

Sparrow
He's no artist:
His taste in clothes is more
dowdy than gaudy.
And his nest--that blackbird, writing
pretty scrolls on the air with the gold nib of his beak,
would call it a slum.
To stalk solitary on lawns,
to sing solitary in midnight trees,
to glide solitary over grey Atlantics
not for him : he'd rather
a punch-up in a gutter.
He carries what learning he has
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lightly-- it is, in fact, based only
on the usefulness whose result
Is survival. A proletarian bird.
No scholar.
But when winter soft--shoes in
and these other birdsballet dancers, musicians, architectsdie in the snow
and freeze to branches,
watch him happily flying
on the O-levels and A-levels of the air.
(Norman MacCaig 1910-1996)

Filling a gap:
Can anyone tell me what these two images are trying to say?

(answers on the back page)
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Climate and the Churches
Cop 26 Speaker Rev’d Dave Bookless will be at Ealing Green church
on Monday October 4th at 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start. Dave is one of
the Directors of A Rocha International, and an Anglican Priest.
I have asked him to talk on these three topics:
 The issues of the climate conference
 What the Bible says about it
 What individuals and churches can do
I guess a title would be something like “Climate and the Churches”
What can we do? (An ecumenical learning event for Ealing Christians)
We are also offering two 5 week ecumenical study groups on Zoom on
Mondays 11th and 18th October and then 1st, 8th and 15th November.
The morning group will run each week from 11.00-12.15, and the
evening group, on the same days from 8.00pm – 9.15 pm. (Dave
Bookless is one of the contributors)
The title of the talk/course is “Caring for Creation. And it follows a
booklet written by Canon Brian Davis
The themes for the sessions are:






The environment
Global warming and climate change
The age of humans
Coming out of Denial and Facing crisis
Faith, Hope and Love

People can just turn up for the talk but need to contact me if they
want to take part in the zoom groups. They can use my email address
for that
susan.d.male@gmail.com
Sue
The talk can be accessed online on Oct 4 at 7.30pm on this link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCivxvKEQE3KgK9UlVdZfyPw
(ed. If anyone finds it easier, please email me and I will send the link
electronically so that you don’t have to try to type in the above).

17

The Night Shelter
From Jane Horwich:
Dear All,
Essentially, running a night shelter, as we have done in the past, is not a
practical proposition although the Government has given permission
for night shelters to open. The measures necessary to ensure the health
and safety of clients and volunteers, especially as many of the
volunteers are retirees and/or from vulnerable groups, make it pretty
much impossible.
However, the night shelter trustees are keen to not lose the willingness
and skills of all the volunteers who have supported ECWNS in the past.
They have therefore come up with some suggestions and would
welcome ideas from all of us about alternative support that could be
given to homeless people.
There are currently around 100-130 people sleeping rough in Ealing.
The numbers are expected to increase as we go into Winter. About
40-50% of people on the streets (nationally) are British. Many of the
others have problems with immigration/asylum and lack the status that
would allow them to work or receive benefits.
One suggestion is to increase our congregations' and volunteers’
knowledge and understanding of the difficulties facing homeless
people. Churches or groups of churches could get together to
organise courses. See, for example http://www.theology-centre.org.uk/unless-the-lord-builds-the-house/
https://handsofhopefoundation.org.uk/hope4all
Running courses is intended to increase the knowledge and
confidence of churches in their future efforts to offer help. ECWNS
would of course offer full support.
A group that separated from ECWNS has been supporting homeless
people in Southall for the last few years. They’re now known as Hope
for Southall Street Homeless. http://www.hssh.org.uk/
They told us about some of their work. They have continued to support
their clients even though they had been placed in hotels all over
London.
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Their work falls into 4 main categories:






Providing food and clothes (actually taking these to some clients
all through the Covid period) and keeping in regular touch by
phone.
Immigration support, leading to being able to work and then rent
Supporting clients with alcohol dependency
Helping clients to go back to their home countries

Another speaker used to help run a night shelter scheme, but is now
running an organisation called
Street Storage.

https://www.streetstorage.org/

This wonderful scheme provides free long-term storage of belongings
for those experiencing homelessness, allowing them to keep the things
that remind them of who they are. Street Storage has two warehouses
in north London and is currently looking for premises in Ealing. They
would also welcome volunteers.
People were asked if they could think about offering to host an asylum
seeker.
See https://housingjustice.org.uk/donate-now-or-get-involved/hosting
Would our church be able to have a drop-in centre (once a week)?
Lunch club? Art class? Tea Dance? Book/clothes exchange? Coffee
morning? Entrance to events like these can be by referral only. We
were told that people who have been out all night often just want a
meal and a warm comfortable corner to doze in.
I have tried to give you all a synopsis of what was said at the meeting.
I’m not sure how you would want to proceed.
There is certainly much to think about. The trustees are keen to hear of
any other ideas that we have or may have heard about elsewhere.
ECWNS would like us to report back our ideas and responses by the
end of October.
Hopeful that we can offer something. We would love to hear from you
if you have any ideas or suggestions.
Jane

19

The Mountain
If the mountain seems too big today
then climb a hill instead.
If the morning brings you sadness
it’s OK to stay in bed.
If the day ahead weighs heavy
and your plans feel like a curse,
there’s no shame in rearranging,
don’t make yourself feel worse.
If a shower stings like needles
and a bath feels like you’ll drown,
if you haven’t washed your hair for days,
don’t throw away your crown.
A day is not a lifetime
a rest is not defeat,
don’t think of it as failure,
just a quiet, kind retreat.
It’s OK to take a moment
from an anxious, fractured mind,
the world will not stop turning
while you get realigned.
The mountain will still be there
when you want to try again,
you can climb it in your own time
Just love yourself till then.
Laura Dean Edwards
With thanks to Janette Pender for sending this in
and our prayers for her at this sad time.
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Collection Point
The October communion collection is for
Smile Train.
Every three minutes...a baby is born with a
cleft. Save a life today by supporting our
local medical partners around the world.
Smile Train was started in 1999 and
provides FREE cleft surgery to children
around the world. There is a waiting list of
children who are hoping and praying for
their turn to have their lives transformed.
However, thanks to the effects of COVID-19, there is now an additional
backlog of over 39,000 patients waiting to schedule their surgeries.
Smile Train
always
of Smile Train
outreach
areas.
able to
children,
and health

partner hospitals are
working to raise awareness
programmes through
efforts in their service
Partner staff members are
medically examine
carefully assess their clefts
status and attempt to
schedule immediate
surgery for each qualified child. Their goal
is to schedule surgery within 24 hours after
evaluation, since many families travel
great distances to reach the nearest Smile
Train partner hospital. They also provide
the necessary training for surgeons and
other medical professionals in the
techniques that ensure successful
outcomes.

Changing the World One Smile at a Time

Over the past 20 years, we have transformed the lives of more than
1.5 million children. With your help, we aim to double our reach in the
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next five years, putting more children than ever before on track to a
better future.
Training Programmes
Smile Train offers our partners a
range of clinical training
opportunities and resources in
surgery, anaesthesia, nursing, and
comprehensive cleft care.

Safe Nursing Care Training
Recognizing the key role nurses play in
patient care and safety, Smile Train has
developed the Safe Nursing Care Saves
Lives Workshop, a training that provides
nurses at Smile Train partners with
essential skills to administer high-quality
nursing care for children undergoing
cleft surgery.
All of our partners are united by a common goal: helping children who
have no place else to turn. If this is your goal, we’d appreciate all the
help you can give us.
By donating to this worthy cause, you can provide a child with a
lifetime of opportunities that may otherwise be lost! Your gift can also
help us train more surgeons and medical professionals and equip more
partner hospitals so a child with a cleft will never have wait for “their
turn”. Please help these children enjoy the opportunity to go to school,
make friends and, most importantly, lead healthier lives.
Please give generously - Thank you and God bless you
I was once engaged when I was 40, and I found it
gave me very serious constipation. So I broke the
engagement off and the lady quite understood.
Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge 1997
22

The Back pages:

October:

With the nights drawing in – these are some of the things to look
forward to in October.
1st October
1st to 31st

1st to 31st

3rd

4th

4th to 10th

5th

5th

19th
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Coffee Day
Drink a coffee to give you a good start to the month!
The Big Draw Festival
The Big Draw is a month-long festival of drawing
activities for young and old alike.
Black History Month
Black History Month is a month-long observance
throughout October, devoted to education about
the history of Black people and the celebration of
their contributions to history.
Grandparents Day UK
The UK's celebration of grandmothers, grandfathers
and all grandparents. A special day for all (at least
some) of us!
World Dyslexia Awareness Day
A day for awareness of the issues faced by those with
dyslexia.
World Space Week
A UN organised week to celebrate each year at the
international level the contributions of space science
and technology to the betterment of the human
condition.
World Teachers Day
UNESCO day which provides the occasion to
celebrate the teaching profession worldwide, to take
stock of achievements, and to address some of the
issues central for attracting and keeping the brightest
minds and young talents in the profession.
World Smile Day
A day started by Harvey Ball, creator of the smiley, as
a day which is dedicated to smiles and kind acts
throughout the world.
World Ballet Day
A day to celebrate ballet around the world.

Trafalgar Day
21st
A celebration of Lord Horatio Nelson's victory at the
Battle of Trafalgar.
Apple Day
21st
An annual celebration of apples and orchards which
was started in 1990 by Common Ground.
Singing Day
World Singing Day is a global sing-along held
annually on the 3rd Saturday in October. As a
21st
catalyst for positive human connection, this one day
each year serves as an opportunity to celebrate our
global family through the international language of
music.
October Half Term
25th to 1st Nov Yippee (for those involved). Check with your school
for individual date variations.
World Opera Day
25th
A day for celebrating opera and for encouraging
people of all ages to develop a passion for opera.
National Cat Day
Cat day is the most popular holiday for cats that
29th
encourages adoption and breaks the internet with
cuteness!
Halloween
st
31
The world wide celebration of all things spooky and
scary. Beware small children demanding sweets.
National Bug Busting Day
Event held three times a year to encourage co31st
ordinated bug busting to try to stamp out head lice.
Even scarier then Halloween.
The Day of the Dead
The Mexican holiday of Dia de Muertos actually takes
place over 3 days. The festival is a happy celebration
31st
with gatherings of family and friends to pray for and
remember friends and family members who have
died.
Have a good one. See you next month.
Answers to page 14
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Reading between the lines and West Indies

