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Superintendent Rev Rachel Bending 07986 461787 

Church Secretary Position Vacant 

Church Secretariat Position Vacant 

Choir Leader Fleur Hatherall 020 08248 6774 

Organist Fleur Hatherall 020 8248 6774 

Communion Steward Nora Masih 

Unity Magazine Lee Horwich 020 8567 2851 

Unity Distributor Helen Harper 

Ecumenical Officer Position Vacant 

Bible Reading Rota Church Office 020 8810 0136 

Ealing Green Church (Methodist & United Reformed) 

Minister:  the Rev Susan Male  

07939 150194 ~ susan.d.male@googlemail.com 

 Church Office: egcadministrator@btconnect.com /  

020 8810 0136 

open weekdays 10am ~ 3pm, apart from on Wednesdays,  

when it is open 1pm ~ 6pm 

Website:  www.ealinggreenchurch.com 

Contributions to Unity:  unitymagazine@hotmail.com  

~ Groups ~ 

Afternoon Bible Study:  first Thursday monthly at 1.30pm 

Monday Fellowship:  2nd & 4th Mondays monthly at 1.45pm 

Choir Practice:  before and after the service each Sunday 

Luncheon Club:  Thursdays 12 noon—1.15pm  

Full details can be found in the weekly notice sheet 

~ You are welcome to come to any meeting ~ 



3 

September 2021 
  

Welcome to September’s Unity newsletter. 

 

This month’s contents are listed below.  Thank-you all for your 
contributions.   

 

Closing date for contributions for October’s issue is  
Sunday 12th September, Thanks! 

  
Contents:  Page 
From Sue 4 
News of the Church Family Flowers Appeal 7 
Flowers Appeal 8 
Harvest Festival 19th September 11 
Letters and emails 14 
Ealing Churches 15 
Ben and Melissa’s day 16 
Brentford – The Bees 18 
Collection Point –Change for Good 22 
The Back Pages 25 
  

Lee Horwich 
 
Front Picture – Flowers outside the Church - courtesy of Jane H.  Many 
thanks. 
 
If you have a picture (preferably in jpeg format) you would like to 
feature on the front of the newsletter, please let me know. 

Thanks, Lee 

Thirty is a nice age for a woman.  Especially if she 
happens to be 40. 

Phyllis Diller 
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From Sue     
Dear Friends 

I hope you have all had a lovely summer, and that you managed to 
get some time away – even if only in the form of day trips! 

Lee always asks us to let him know what we have been doing ….over 
July and August I have been doing a climbing course at the Westway 
Climbing Centre once a week.  Climbing walls was never something I 
could even do, let alone be good at when I was at school.  In truth the 
reason I became interested is a bit dodgy!  About 5 years ago I went 
on a walking holiday on the Isle of Wight.  Part of what I did – or was 
supposed to do – was to clamber over boulders to get round the 
bottom edge of a cliff. In the event, I fell and broke my ribs.  Since 
then, climbing had felt too dangerous.  This summer I greatly wanted to 
do something that was not work – like everyone life had been pretty 
limited over the pandemic – lots and lots of work, but not much else.  I 
decided that I wanted to prove to climbing that I was not beaten 
(whatever that means!).  I googled climbing for the visually impaired, 
and through “Metro Blind Sports” found this course!  The course is 
finished now – thank goodness – but I genuinely enjoyed it when I was 
there, and managed to climb to the top.  I was hopeless at it but it’s an 
experience I will treasure.  An opportunity to try something new – and 
to exorcise past demons!  I am probably not the only member of our 
church who has been inspired to do something new at this time.  
Perhaps some of the rest of you would like to share your adventures 
with Lee, and with the rest of us in Unity. 

So we start a new Methodist year.  What is it going to be like?  What 
new things are we going to do this year?  Are there things, like the 
climbing, that we gave up at another time, but which might bring joy 
and fulfilment now?  What is God encouraging us as a church 
towards? 

During my time on the climbing course, I was urged by a Spiritual friend 
to “take Jesus climbing with me”.  In the event as I was climbing I 
forgot all about Jesus, but then I had to wait for a while for my 
instructor to teach the basics to a man who had turned up late.  The 
man had tunnel vision and the two of them were trying to tie climbing 
knots.  Because of the sight difficulty they were very close together, 
intently trying to sort the knot out.  In this I suddenly saw Jesus in the 
instructor – meeting the man where he was at, in the way he needed 



5 

him to – different to the average because of the sight impairment.  I 
was transfixed as I watched the instructor dealing with the individual 
needs, and imagined Jesus dealing with all of us in this same way – 
working on our individual needs.  What has God got in store for you 
now – at the beginning of this new Methodist year?  At the same time, 
who does he want you – or us – to reach out to with this individual care 
and attention? 

One of the things that I will be starting afresh is that I will become the 
Circuit Tutor for trainee local preachers and worship leaders.  I am 
really excited about this.  I love the idea of having the opportunity to 
help people to learn, and I love accompanying people on their 
journeys as they learn.  At the same time, it is really exciting that God is 
calling people to explore a call to worship lead or to become a 
preacher.  So – is He calling you?  Many of you would make great 
worship leaders, some of you would make great preachers too. 
Perhaps God IS calling you?  Pray about it and be in touch.  The group 
I will be leading will be a group of 4 (sometimes 5) students.  If you are 
interested in finding out more … or even in just doing the study – or part 
of it – with us, be in touch soon, and you may be able to join that 
group. 

One of the other things I enjoy doing – which is linked to the above – 
but different – is accompanying people on their spiritual journey.  For 
me that is what a Minister is for.  I have often asked you if you would 
like to talk with me about your journeys with God … your prayer life … 
your calling?  One or two of you have taken me up on this and I have 
also been accompanying students on the District Encounter Course, as 
they explore God’s interactions with them.  If you would like to focus on 
your prayer and your journey with God then simply be in touch and we 
can arrange some time to do this each couple of months, or as a one 
off … whatever you need, and fits into our diaries!  Could this be your 
new thing for the new Methodist year? 

Another newish thing for me, as you know, is that I am chairing 
Christians Together in Central Ealing.  The aim to provide opportunities 
for people from the churches to meet, worship, pray and learn 
together, and from one another.  One of the things we will be looking 
at this autumn is work around the environment, link to the Cops 26 
conference in climate change.  What can you do to make a 
difference?  If you are like me you may have limited knowledge, and 
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therefore limited ability to answer that. If that is the case then this is for 
you :  

Monday Oct 4; 7pm for 7.30pm at Ealing Green Church 

Rev’d David Bookless – Director of “A Rocha International”, and a local 
Anglican Priest will be coming to talk to us about the issues of the 
conference, what the Bible says about the environment, and what we 
can do as individuals and as church. 

And then we will follow up together (ecumenically).  Currently there 
are two groups planned - BOTH on ZOOM: 

Mondays 11th Oct, 18th Oct, 1st Nov, 8th Nov, 15th Nov  

Times 11am – 12.15pm and/or 8pm – 9.15 pm 

To look at issues involved in “Caring for creation”. 

More information will follow but put the dates in your diaries or let me 
know you are interested. 

If anyone would like to attend an in person course let me know also 
and I will try to arrange one. 

There will be much more to say as time goes on, but that will do for 
now.  If God inspires you to do something new for him or to encourage 
the church to do so, please be in touch and tell me all about it. 

Prayers for a good year for us all! 

Sue 
 
  

At 76, there is nothing nicer than nodding off while 
reading.  Going fast asleep then being woken up 
by the crash of the book on the floor, then saying 
to myself, well it doesn’t matter much.  An 
admirable feeling. 

AJP Taylor 
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News of the Church Family 
After many tests and investigations, Jean 
Rose was all set to have surgery to repair her 
hip, that has caused her pain for so many 
years.  Unfortunately four days before her 
operation it was postponed.  Please pray for 
Joan as she is very disappointed and that she 
will be given another date before too long. 

Paul Martin, Marian's husband, is doing well following long awaited 
surgery to his foot at the beginning of August.  He is able to walk, non 
weight bearing, on crutches.  With Marian's help he manages to get 
out into the garden when the weather is fine.  Marian sends thanks for 
the prayers and messages they have received. 

Last month, Janette Pender was taken to hospital after feeling unwell.  
She is home again after having had a pacemaker fitted and is doing 
well.  She was not allowed to drive her motorised scooter for six weeks 
post op, but now that time has elapsed it is all systems go!  We look 
forward to seeing her in Church once again very soon! 

Please pray for Christine Edwards who is going for a trial period into a 
Residential Care Home in Lichfield, to see how she likes it.  This is quite 
close to Fiona, one of her daughters. 

Rosie, Deb's granddaughter, has had surgery to her ankles and has 
bright orange plaster casts on her legs.  She chose the colour!  She is 
still able to bottom shuffle around!  I love the image!  These casts will be 
removed at the beginning of September, and she will then have splints 
on for 24 hours a day. 

I rang one of Peggy Allaway’s nieces a few weeks ago to find out how 
Peggy is.  I was pleased to hear that she is well and happy in her Care 
Home in Grimsby.  I sent greetings to Peggy from us all at EGC. 

Congratulations to a number of our Ealing Green Church Family: 

Alicia Moyo has done very well in her school exams and has been 
offered a place at Liverpool University to study medicine in 2022, 
following in her sister Dionne's footsteps!  Well done Alicia.  You deserve 
it! 
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Michael King did very well in his GCSE exams and is going into the 
6th Form at Elthorne High School.  He plans to study Sport Science.  Well 
done Michael! 

Alessia and Chris , Jane and Lee's daughter and son-in-law, have a 
baby daughter Robyn, a sister for Theia.  All are doing well, helped of 
course by doting grandparents, Jane and Lee! 

And just a note to tell you that Colin and Merle Paige celebrated their 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary.  We wish them well and hope to see 
them before too long. 

Ben and Melissa Mead had a wonderful Wedding Blessing during the 
morning service at the end of July, with many of their family and friends 
present, as well as some of the Church family.  Melissa looked beautiful 
in her lovely wedding dress and Ben looked good too!!   I am sure you 
will agree when you see the photos in this edition of Unity. 

Sadly we had to say 'Goodbye ' to them the following week as they 
had bought a house in Colchester.  We hope they will settle quickly 
and be very happy there.  We will miss them!  I heard from Ben this 
week, that they are settling in and have a few rooms sorted although 
they have to wait until December for arrival of their sofa/ bed.  They 
send their love to the EGfamily.  Melissa is still in the same job, working 
from home.  Ben is with the same company but now at a Makro store. 

Congratulations also to our minister, Sue Male on walking 91,798 steps 
around her work in Christian Aid week a few months ago, exceeding 
the 75,000 she pledged to do, and in doing so raised £1,452 .50.  
Thanks again to all who donated. 

At present, Sue is on holiday.  We hope and pray that she will be able 
to relax and enjoy these days and return refreshed to start the new 
Church year in September.  

My apologies to Fiona Dunn, as I realise that I did not include in the 
June edition of Unity that on Pentecost Sunday she was received into 
membership of Ealing Green Church.  We welcome you Fi!  We also 
thank you for singing and recording hymns which have been used 
during our services, when we are still not allowed to sing in Church. 

During our Communion service in August we bade farewell to Marion 
McNeill who was present.  Marion was a member of EGC for many 
years, before transferring to St Andrews Church.  She trained as a lay 
preacher and we have been pleased to welcome her to E.G. to lead 



9 

worship on a number of occasions.  She helped with the EG Food Bank 
on a Tuesday and occasionally came on a Thursday pm in her role as 
a trustee of the Ealing Churches Night Shelter. 

The first 10 years of Marion's retirement have been very busy.  She is 
now leaving Ealing to begin a new life in Kinross on the banks of Loch 
Leven 'to truly retire'!  Sue thanked Marion for all her work and wished 
her well for her new life in Scotland and presented her with a Thank 
You card and gift voucher. 

We pray for all those people mentioned above and for any in our 
Church Family who may be struggling at the moment, for any reason, 
that they will feel God's presence with them and be comforted. 

Gill Hatherall 

Flowers appeal 
Church Flowers.....appeal for 
donors and/or arrangers. 

Usually I make this appeal in 
December!  However, of course, 
we were in lockdown then and 
not meeting in Church. 

Now we are back worshipping 
in our Church and enjoying the 
displayed fresh flowers.  Thank 
you to the faithful few who have donated and arranged the flowers in 
recent months. 

I would be very grateful to anyone who would agree to donate and/or 
arrange flowers for one Sunday in 2021.  

You are invited to remember any special anniversary, birthday or 
occasion for family or friends, by donating money for flowers on a 
Sunday of your choice.  

You do not need to arrange the flowers as well, if you do not wish to, 
but if you could he persuaded to 'give it a go' that would be greatly 
appreciated.  it can be a simple arrangement - just a bunch of flowers 
is fine! 

Thank you in anticipation!       Gill Hatherall  



Harvest Festival  
Sunday 19th September at 

Come ye thankful people come'

This year we are asking for donations for 
the Food Bank please.  I was hoping to 
have the September food list, but am a 
bit too early for that, so will give the August shopping li

 Vegetarian meals...anything long life
 Breakfast cereals
 UHT milk....whole or semi skimmed, not skimmed
 Long grain rice....500g or I kilo pkts
 Tinned tomatoes
 Savoury biscuits &crackers
 Chick peas and kidney beans
 Instant coffee and 
 Cooking oil 
 Size 5 & 6 nappies
 Hair shampoo 

( Note: The Food Bank now has plenty of :
Pasta, meat and meat main meals, tinned fruit and soup.)

We would also be grateful for flowers with which to decorate the 
Church and to take to any of our Church 

If possible please bring your gifts to the Church on:

Sunday 5th or 12th  

Saturday 18th as soon as possible

Otherwise you can bring your Harvest gift with you when you come to 
Church on the day – 19th 

We hope to see more of our Church Family
the words.... 

'All good gifts around us,are sent from Heaven above
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, for all His love '
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at 11am 

Come ye thankful people come' 

This year we are asking for donations for 
I was hoping to 

have the September food list, but am a 
bit too early for that, so will give the August shopping list

Vegetarian meals...anything long life 
Breakfast cereals 
UHT milk....whole or semi skimmed, not skimmed
Long grain rice....500g or I kilo pkts 
Tinned tomatoes and Pasta sauce 
Savoury biscuits &crackers 
Chick peas and kidney beans 
Instant coffee and Drinking chocolate 

Size 5 & 6 nappies 
 

: The Food Bank now has plenty of : 
Pasta, meat and meat main meals, tinned fruit and soup.)

We would also be grateful for flowers with which to decorate the 
Church and to take to any of our Church Family who are unwell.

If possible please bring your gifts to the Church on: 

as soon as possible after 9 30am and before 11 30 am

Otherwise you can bring your Harvest gift with you when you come to 
 September. 

o see more of our Church Family that morning, as we think of 

'All good gifts around us,are sent from Heaven above
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, for all His love '

st 

UHT milk....whole or semi skimmed, not skimmed 

Pasta, meat and meat main meals, tinned fruit and soup.)  

We would also be grateful for flowers with which to decorate the 
Family who are unwell. 

9 30am and before 11 30 am 

Otherwise you can bring your Harvest gift with you when you come to 

that morning, as we think of 

'All good gifts around us,are sent from Heaven above 
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, for all His love ' 

Gill Hatherall 
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Unity 
Did you enjoy the summer?  Do you remember it?  I’ll be honest, I can’t 
remember a long and sunny period or a holiday that stands out in my 
memory.  On the other hand we didn’t have the unbearable heat and 
consequent droughts in some parts of the world and the UK didn’t 
report any forest fires which devastated large areas in Greece, Italy, 
France, the US and many other places. 

Climate change is now something that even the naysayers, and 
there’s still a surprising number of them, find it hard to argue against.  
There will always be some people who reject what most of us see as 
obvious fact, let’s not get on to those who refuse to wear masks and 
think that Covid is a hoax and that vaccines are the work of the devil 
etc., as that is a long and worrisome subject that we can’t deal with 
now.  It’s good to hear that, as Sue has mentioned in her letter at the 
beginning of this newsletter, we will be able to get some more 
guidance on what is happening and what we can do about climate 
change from an authority on the subject.  I will be attending the 
sessions to find out.  There is a lot more information out there that I/we 
will be following up in the future to see what we can do to help and 
what contribution we can make to reducing our carbon footprint. 

As you may now, Fleur’s son, Chris, is a sports journalist.  I spent some 
hours trying to write an article for the newsletter about Brentford’s rise 
to the Premier League and how the club is different to so many.  The 
article wasn’t great, but happily Chris sent me his, which is in a different 
league to mine (did you see what I did there?) for inclusion in this 
month’s newsletter.  I very am grateful to him and the Irish Examiner for 
their permission to reprint it. 

Apart from that, after an enforced absence from church, we are 
looking, once more to taking a fuller part in the church’s activities and 
seeing old (meant in the sense of long –standing) friends.  The 
summer’s over and now we are back, even though we haven’t really 
been away 

Thanks also to all of you who have sent in pieces.  Please keep them 
coming, they are hugely welcome and, after all, it is your newsletter. 

See you in church. 

God bless you  
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Letters and emails 
 

From Colin and Merle Paige 

We have a few snippets that might be of interest to you and our many 
EGC friends.  Of course we're just coming out of winter here in South 
Africa, and enjoying the many signs of spring that have started 
appearing. 

On a personal note, Merle & I celebrated our 60th (diamond) wedding 
anniversary on 29 June - we were married in the Durban North 
Methodist Chuch on that day in 1961.  We had planned to reminisce 
by spending 3 days at the same rather cosy hotel in the KwaZulu Natal 
midlands where we spent the first few days of our honeymoon, but with 
all the restrictions brought about by Covid-19, had to abandon that 
idea.  Instead, we're going there in early September (which is a tad 
warmer too!) so are really looking forward to that.  

The second item to mention is the regular twice-weekly livestream 
performances by resident Pietermaritzburg concert pianist Christopher 
Duigan.  You'll recall I told you about him some months ago.  Well, we 
watched his show last night, which was particularly enjoyable.  It 
comprised pieces by Beethoven, Ravel and Chopin, so I'm taking the 
liberty of sending you the link to the YouTube version (see below), as I 
feel sure many EGC members would enjoy it.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZonDf300T8k 

Of course, Merle & I are just 'waiting in the wings' for Boris J and co to 
remove South Africa from the red list (even the amber list would do!) so 
that we can travel to the UK and spend time there.  We've both had 
our 2 Pfizer jabs, but just cannot consider paying the hefty price 
required to quarantine for 10 (or is it 14?) days in a hotel before being 
allowed to go to our own flat in Ealing! 

Enough for now - our best wishes to our many ECG friends. 

Sincerely, Colin. 
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From: Marion McNeill  

Dear Gill and Colin (and all at Ealing Green) 

Thank you all for the lovely card and the very generous gift card you 
gave me last week, that was so kind of you.  And thank you for giving 
me the opportunity to reminisce over my time at Ealing Green, it 
brought back some very happy memories (as well as revisiting the 
more difficult period in my life, which I am now able to leave behind 
and look towards a much brighter future).  Thank you too for 
welcoming me back to share worship with you over the past 7 years, I 
have always enjoyed leading worship at Ealing Green. 

I have made some very good and - I hope - lifelong friends at Ealing 
Green Church and I will continue to cherish those friendships. 

Finally, may I ask if I could be put on the circulation list for Unity please 
(of course –Ed).  It would be lovely to be able to keep up with the life 
of Ealing Green and what everyone is doing.   

Please keep in touch, it would be lovely to hear from you. 

Love and best wishes 
Marion x 

 

From Marian Martin: 

These last 18 months have been a trying and roller coaster ride for my 
husband, Paul.  He has spent the period in a toe to knee plaster cast, 
suffered endless infections in his foot and developed a renal problem 
due to the effect of the painkillers he has been taking.  He was finally 
admitted to Kings College Hospital and on 3rd August faced possibly 
the worse day of his life.  He underwent surgery, not really sure what 
exactly would need to be done.  He has ended up with a trans 
metatarsal amputation on his left foot. 

Through all this we have been well supported by family, friends and 
members of Ealing Green.  I would like to thank you all for your love 
and prayers. 

Paul is still facing a long period of recovery to return back to being 
mobile,  At present he cannot weight bear on his left foot for six weeks.  
He is stalwart and determined and I know he WILL achieve it! 



As long as he can play 
golf, walk a little (not a 
marathon!), get to see 
his football team, who 
are now in the 
Premiership, play and 
run around with our 
gorgeous grandchildren 
he will be happy, 

George, Isabella, Olivia 
and Ben, have all in 
their own individual 
way, made him laugh 
with their Video Calls 
and WhatsApps. 

  

I feel blessed to have 
such love and support 
around me. 

Thank you all 

Marian 

 

 

 

 

  

Have you ever thought about . . .

Those few of us that once belonged to Ealing Green Players 
(remember them?) are thinking of starting a Playreading Group
meet perhaps every 4 or
the fun of it.  We would probably meet after Church on a Sunday 
morning as most of us would be there anyway, and it would save 
coming out on a weekday.
about 2 hours, 1pm-3pm,enabl
the winter months. 

If you think it's a good idea and want to be involved, please let me 
know.  I can't promise a full Sunday roast, but some sustenance will 
be provided. 

 

14 

gorgeous grandchildren 

Have you ever thought about . . . 

Those few of us that once belonged to Ealing Green Players 
(remember them?) are thinking of starting a Playreading Group
meet perhaps every 4 or 5 weeks to read a play together, just for 

We would probably meet after Church on a Sunday 
morning as most of us would be there anyway, and it would save 
coming out on a weekday.  The meeting would probably last 

3pm,enabling us to get home before dark in 

If you think it's a good idea and want to be involved, please let me 
I can't promise a full Sunday roast, but some sustenance will 

Helen (Ealing Green Play(read)ers!)

Those few of us that once belonged to Ealing Green Players 
(remember them?) are thinking of starting a Playreading Group  to 

5 weeks to read a play together, just for 
We would probably meet after Church on a Sunday 

morning as most of us would be there anyway, and it would save 
The meeting would probably last 

ing us to get home before dark in 

If you think it's a good idea and want to be involved, please let me 
I can't promise a full Sunday roast, but some sustenance will 

Helen (Ealing Green Play(read)ers!) 
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Ealing Churches 
All the parish churches were originally of the small, rural type, as the 
existing churches of Greenford (Old Holy Cross), Northolt and Perivale 
are today.  

Ealing Parish Church, (St Mary's) "fell down " in 1729.  An Act of 
Parliament was passed, authorising the levying of a rate for rebuilding 
it.  A story has been told that the churchwardens approached 
Jonathan Gurnell, the Quaker owner of the Manor House (now the 
Library, before it was rebuilt by Sir John Soane), for a contribution 
towards the rebuilding.  His answer is said to have been: "I don't like 
steeple houses and will not give for building a new one, but I will gladly 
give one hundred pounds towards clearing away the old one.” 

St. Mary's was rebuilt in about 1867. 

Hanwell Old Church was demolished in the 1840's and a new St Mary's 
was then built. 

As early as 1691 a licence was granted under the Toleration Act for the 
establishment of a Free Church in Ealing.  There was no Roman 
Catholic church until the 19th century, although a number of Catholic 
recusants (Roman Catholics who refuse to attend C of E services, 
including Sir Christopher Roper), had lived in the district in the 
17th century. 

Ealing Grove House, situated between The Grove and Grange Road, 
was occupied by many illustrious names over the years, and for many 
years Lady Byron maintained an "industrial school" for training teachers 
and skilled artisans in craftsmanship.  It was on this site that Ealing 
Green Congregational Church was built─ now Ealing Green United 
Reformed and Methodist Church. 

Helen 

 
  

The menopause is the stage that a woman goes 
through when her body, through complex 
biological process, senses that the woman has 
reached the stage in her life where her furniture is 
much too nice for her to have a baby barfing on 
it. 

Dave Barry 
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Ben and Melissa - pictures from 25th July 
Sadly postponed but the celebration eventually took place and we 

were able to join in with Ben and 
Melissa’s happiest day. 

I have been forwarded a few pictures 
which, I hope, capture the enjoyment of 
a wonderful day.  
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Brentford – The Bees 

It’s 1978, there’s a smell of pipe 
tobacco in the air and the natives at 
Griffin Park are drumming their feet on 
the wooden floor of the main stand as 
boisterous colleagues pummel their 
palms against a corrugated iron wall.   

I can’t remember who Brentford were 
playing or even if they won; but I do know this was the moment when 
a schoolboy from west London fell in love with the Bees, thanks to an 
invitation from Uncle Mike Eggleton - a family friend at Ealing Green 
Church - to see a ‘real football match’.   

They may be in the top flight now, but one thing that Brentford have 
never lost during all that time is the promise of ‘real football’ – and 
that’s something the Premier League should be welcoming with open 
arms this season. 

Brentford are now possibly the best run club in the country, famous for 
their innovative strategy and remarkable recruitment which has seen 
them buy, develop and sell, at a huge profit, the likes of Ollie Watkins, 
Said Benrahma, Ezri Konsa and Neal Maupay.   

It hasn’t always been that way, far from it.  But 1978 was, in its own 
way, a heady time.   

The Bees had just won promotion from the old Fourth Division and 
although the new season turned out to be hit and miss, with Brentford 
finishing 10th, there was more than enough to keep a first-timer 
interested.   

There was giant Scottish centre-half Jim McNichol, who had a 
thunderous shot, his partner Pat Kruse (who Uncle Mike said was very 
good but couldn’t play under the lights), and a winger called Doug 
Allder who never took his foot off the touchline all match.    

Living in London my first experience could just have easily been at 
Chelsea, Fulham or any club within a short tube ride.  But even though 
it took 14 years to see another promotion campaign, there was never 
a moment’s doubt that being a Brentford fan was worth it – despite 
nine failed play-off campaigns and two EFL Trophy Final defeats.   
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In the bad times, nobody really knew who we were.  Acquaintances 
regularly congratulated me on Bradford’s victories or asked how 
Brentwood had done - or made some age-old joke about Brentford 
Nylons.   

Even in recent times Bees fans embraced the hashtag 
‘teamslikebrentford’ after rivals complained bitterly on social media 
that their side shouldn’t be losing to ‘teams like Brentford’.   

Now it will be supporters of even bigger clubs making the same 
comments, because although the Bees play at a brand-new high-tech 
stadium by Kew Bridge it is still the smallest in the division with a 
capacity of 17,250.  

Griffin Park, by contrast, was old school.  It was a place where fans and 
players mixed in the bar after matches and where passion in the stands 
made it one of the best grounds for atmosphere in the lower leagues.   

Going there felt like a second home, a place of solace where even in 
the days of poor football there was comfort in numbers – and where 
you were lifted to a different plane altogether when the football was 
good.  And it’s been good, very good, ever since childhood fan 
Matthew Benham took over the reins in 2012, transforming ‘little 
Brentford’ into something even more special than its most avid fans 
could have imagined.   

As a kid I revelled in Uncle Mike’s stories of the 1930s when the Bees 
played in the old First Division with crowds of 33,000, even finishing fifth 
in 1936 and winning the London War Cup Final in 1942.   

The only footage of that match against Portsmouth at Wembley shows 
captain Joe James dropping the trophy, which is very Brentford.    

But the stories lent credence to Uncle Mike’s insistence that the Bees 
were a ‘sleeping giant’ who would one day rise again.  It was hard to 
see any evidence at the time, but it was a line I repeated to anyone 
who would listen – greeting their raised eyebrows with quiet 
indignance.   

Since then, watching Brentford has been like a life-long family 
relationship.  Sometimes they do things that make you despair, 
sometimes you feel fiercely protective – and on the good days you 
love them so much that it hurts.   

The moments of pure love included playing an FA Cup quarter-final at 
Liverpool in 1989, winning promotion to the old Second Division in 1992 
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with a final-day victory at Peterborough - and beating Preston to return 
to the Championship 22 years later.   

That last success came after the arrival of Benham who has 
transformed the club with his innovative approach and strategic 
vision.   

It has gone from the brink of extinction when fans rattled tins outside 
Griffin Park to raise cash to pay the bills, to one that plays wonderful 
football, aims to be the most inclusive in England and does things 
differently to everyone else.  

It’s an easy club to be proud of, with a ‘no dickheads’ policy ensuring 
players who wear the shirt fit the philosophy of valuing good people 
just as highly as great skills - overseen by manager Thomas Frank, who is 
one of the most genuine men in football.   

Then there’s matchday announcer Peter Gilham, Mr Brentford.  He’s 
been doing it for almost 53 years – longer even than Liverpool’s Voice 
of Anfield George Sephton – and wears his passion on his sleeve.  It’s 
his job to remind players of what it means to wear the red and white 
stripes, especially when they play ‘that team’ from Loftus Road - a club 
which tried to buy Griffin Park in 1967 and put the Bees out of business.   

The power of fan protest saved Brentford on that occasion and now 
the rewards are here; a fact rammed home recently when Kristoffer 
Ajer arrived from Celtic for a record 15m Euros.   

The transfer came just 15 years after Chris Moore signed on a free from 
Dagenham – a signing which was only possible because his wages 
were paid from a 60,000 Euro jackpot won by fans in a Coca Cola ‘win 
a player competition’.   

It’s that kind of history, not to mention all those play-off heartaches, 
that makes you appreciate success.   

Beating Swansea in the play-off final at Wembley in May delivered the 
most incredible, emotional and life-enhancing moment you can 
imagine – a moment that could not have felt better if you were a 
Liverpool fan seeing your first Premier League victory in 30 years or a 
Manchester United supporter watching the Champions League Final of 
1999.   

It proved that supporting a small club can deliver feelings that 
transcend football and reach into the very core of your being. 
Because at Brentford you aren’t one of 60,000, you aren’t anonymous, 
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you aren’t a customer. You are part of a real football club, playing real 
football in the real world.    

So, when ‘teamslikebrentford’ play the big boys this season, don’t feel 
shy to back them. Think about your local club, your family and how 
football used to be - and give them a cheer.  

Sadly, Uncle Mike can’t be there to do the same. So, if you could raise 
a glass to him up in the sky when the Bees are playing the big boys, 
that would be rather nice as well… 

Thanks to Chris Hatherall and the Irish Examiner,  
where this was first published 

 

Poetry Corner 
September 

The first owls are working the dusk 

on the upper field, 

flitting back and forth along the hedge, 

desultory and conversational 

their low-pitched calls, 

their sudden dips and turns. 

This is a moment's grace, a stepping out 

to gloaming, and the first breeze off the hills, 

as I stand with my back to the wall 

to feel the heat, 

and listen, through the river of the trees, 

for something of myself that waits to come, 

as lyrical and poignant as the sound 

of little owls and foxes on the hill  

hunting for blood and warmth, in the yellow bracken. 

John Burnside 1955 
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Collection Point  
This month’s Collection Point is aimed to 
help support Change for Good, which has 
been proposed by Chrissy.  

Chrissy writes:  

We mentor prisoners who are due to be released from HMP 
Wandsworth.  We match them with a volunteer who gets to know 
them in prison, meets them at the gate and supports them as they 
resettle back into society. 

The aims of the charity are to encourage men to become crime-
free, to support them to break the cycle of re-offending and to 
make communities safer.  We do this by: 

 identifying men before release who would like to make 
changes and who would benefit from our support 

 mentoring them through the challenges they face 
 supporting men with training, signposting to partner agencies 

and long term engagement providing relevant training and 
support to volunteers so they can act as effective mentors 

 engaging communities to recruit volunteers, inviting local giving 
and engendering a more positive attitude toward ex-prisoners 

MAP Project (Members After Prison) is a group that meets weekly.  It 
is for men who want to stay out of prison and keep out.  The group is 
run by the men themselves who become positive influences on 
each other provide mutual support.  There is a monthly activity such 
as a visit to a museum, or a boat trip.  The men take it in turns to 
cook healthy meals and the venue is located in central London. 

The group aims to reduce isolation and to be a strong community 
for the men to belong to.  The group is dynamic and the agenda is 
set by the men themselves.  The only criteria is that you have spent 
time in custody and are serious about wanting to stay out of prison.   
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Two stories: 

1. DWAYNE in his late twenties was in prison for the first time. He was a 
regular cannabis smoker; his motivation was debt problems. 

He engaged with his mentor 3 months prior to release, setting goals, 
having challenging but enabling conversations geared to 
employment, which would move him on from having too much spare 
time.  We put him in touch with a voluntary agency inside the prison. 

Outside the befriender encouraged him to respond to job interviews 
and applications.  The voluntary agency was supportive and insightful 
conversations were had with DWAYNE - was there a motivation to 
stand on his own two feet? 

Initially he wanted support with housing and to explore ‘qualities within 
himself’.  When told we were not housing, he decided to go back to 
living with his mum but still wanted to pursue having a befriender.  
Articulate and thoughtful, he was ‘laid back’ and still open to enjoying 
a cannabis habit. 

After six months DWAYNE was working as a street cleaner, but because 
he felt unwell just went home without telling his boss and lost the job.  
The befriender gave him a talk, told him he should apologise and ask 
for the job back. 

Silence reigned for about two months and the relationship was closed.  
Two months later, DWAYNE got back in touch with his befriender. 
DWAYNE put in an application to volunteer with a Youth Offending 
Service.  There were real wobbles since being released from prison, the 
befriender stepped in and provided patient reality checks and 
support. 

Two years later, this young man remains out of prison and continues to 
lead a ‘normal’ life. 

 

2. GLEN 

GLEN's befriender met him at the gate and accompanied him to a 
local abstinence-based treatment home. 

This was a huge boost for everyone who had been involved in 
supporting GLEN to get one of the limited places in the house filled us 
all with hope. 
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Not long after he had arrived at the house he received a text from 
Probation saying that if he didn't attend the office within a couple of 
hours he would be recalled to prison!  Getting such a strongly-worded 
message panicked GLEN. 

Ejected from the rehab, he wandered the streets for hours in turmoil, 
hating himself for letting everybody down and feeling Probation had 
stitched him up. 

Fortunately GLEN had the courage to call the volunteer on his mobile 
phone provided by Change for Good.  GLEN's backstory involved a 
long stint in the army where he witnessed the violent death of his best 
friend which resulted in him suffering from PTSD. 

The volunteer, having known about this from the start, had been 
making enquiries to see if there was any where GLEN could go and live 
as an ex-serviceman while hopefully receiving treatment for his 
trauma. 

GLEN was able to meet a representative from a military charity the 
next day for an assessment.  The following day he was given 
accommodation at a residential home for exForces personnel. I 

It is not difficult to see that without the support of a befriender things 
would have gone rapidly downhill for GLEN from the moment he was 
ejected from the rehab.  As it was, the work of one of our trained 
volunteers paid off right at the last moment. 

GLEN remains out of prison, reconnected with his daughter and is 
coping well. 

If you would like to find out more please contact Chrissy or  

info@wandsworthcct.org 

 

Please give generously - Thank you and God bless you 

  

My grandmother just passed away.  She was 104 years 
old.  I went to buy some flowers and the guy there says, 
‘Ooh 104? How’d she die? 

How’d she die?  She was 104!  I told him, Well it’s all right, 
- they saved the baby.’ 

Larry the cable guy 
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The Back pages:   September  
Back after the summer – these are some of the things to look forward 
to in September. 

8th  
International Literacy Day 
A day to support the promotion of literacy as an 
integral part of lifelong learning. 

13th  

Roald Dahl Day 
The birthday of author Roald Dahl was chosen as a 
day to promote reading and raise money for the 
children's charities which Dahl supported in his 
lifetime. 

19th  Talk Like A Pirate Day 
Shiver me timbers! It's a day of pirate related silliness! 

20th to 26th  

Recycle Week 
A week organised by Recycle Now, devoted to 
encouraging all of us to increase the amount of 
waste which we recycle. 

21st  

Autumn Begins (Northern hemisphere) Spring Begins 
(Southern hemisphere) 
The first day of autumn (or spring if you are in the 
southern hemisphere.) 

21st  

U.N. International Day of Peace 
A globally shared date for all humanity to commit to 
Peace above all differences and to contribute to 
building a Culture of Peace. 

22nd  

Hobbit Day 
Hobbit Day is celebrated on September 22 in 
reference to its being the birthday of the hobbits Bilbo 
and Frodo Baggins from J.R.R. Tolkien's Lord of the 
Rings. 

 

Have a good one.  See you next month. 

 

I attribute my long and healthy life to the fact that 
I never touched a cigarette, a drink, or a girl until I 
was 10 years old 

George Moore 


