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Superintendent Rev Rachel Bending 07986 461787 

Church Secretary Position Vacant 

 Church Secretariat Position Vacant 

 Choir Leader Fleur Hatherall 020 08248 6774 

Organist Fleur Hatherall 020 8248 6774 

Communion Steward Nora Masih 

 Unity Magazine Lee Horwich 020 8567 2851 

Unity Distributor Helen Harper 

 Ecumenical Officer Position Vacant 

 Bible Reading Rota Church Office 020 8810 0136 

Ealing Green Church (Methodist & United Reformed) 

Minister:  the Rev Susan Male  

07939 150194 ~ susan.d.male@googlemail.com 

 Church Office: egcadministrator@btconnect.com /  

020 8810 0136 

open weekdays 10am ~ 3pm, apart from on Wednesdays,  

when it is open 1pm ~ 6pm 

Website:  www.ealinggreenchurch.com 

Contributions to Unity:  unitymagazine@hotmail.com  

~ Groups ~ 

Afternoon Bible Study:  first Thursday monthly at 1.30pm 

Monday Fellowship:  2nd & 4th Mondays monthly at 1.45pm 

Choir Practice:  before and after the service each Sunday 

Luncheon Club:  Thursdays 12 noon—1.15pm  

Full details can be found in the weekly notice sheet 

~ You are welcome to come to any meeting ~ 
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May 2021 
  

Welcome to May’s Unity newsletter. 

 

This month’s contents are listed below.  Thank-you all for your 

submissions.   

 

Closing date for submissions for June’s issue is  

Sunday 16th May, Thanks! 
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Lee Horwich 

 

 

Front Picture – Ealing Green 07/04/21  

January grey is here, 

Like a sexton by her grave; 

February bears the bier, 

March with grief doth howl and rave, 

And April weeps – but, O ye hours! 

Follow with May’s fairest flowers. 

Dirge for the year 

P.B.Shelley 
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From Sue     

Dear All 

As I write, the sun is shining in the window, so I had better write quickly 

before it disappears…. Oh, too late …… The Spring is tentatively trying 

to pop its head up into the world.  We are getting there. 

Likewise, we are tentatively easing our way out of lockdown.  Many of 

you will have had two vaccinations to help with immunity to Covid, 

another “many” of us will have had one, and some are still waiting, but 

there is a sense of real progress here, just as the sense that the most 

recent lockdown has also been a success. 

This seems a good time to return to church, and Ealing Green 

reopened for worship on 25th April at 10.50 am for worship at 11 am.  It 

will of course mean still wearing masks, keeping 2 metres away from 

one another and leaving straight after the service … but … like the sun 

shining through the window … it is a start!  There are further details on 

page 10 of this issue about what you must do to - BOOK YOUR PLACE 

AT WORSHIP. 

Before then I am going on holiday.  Like most people, I have not seen 

my parents since last September – except on video calls, which like 

many of you, they are getting good at.  Of course, since they are 

housebound … if that son does not sort itself out – visits will be fleeting, 

but what do they want from us?  A bag of fish and chips to eat outside, 

and mum says that if the weather is grotty, we will wheel Dad into the 

garage and sit and eat with them in there and us on the drive!!  OK I 

admit it, my family are weird … or are they just like every other family 

now?  I will report back to you on my return! 

No doubt my biggest problem on holiday is going to be having to 

confiscate Phil’s video camera as he constantly takes natural videos to 

use as background for music and hymns in zoom worship.  Fleur and Fi, 

you had better stay in practice.  We will probably still use some 

recordings in live worship (though not the first week back!), but there 

will still be opportunities for Zoom – both on Thursdays, and on Sundays  

- for those that want them. 

So baby steps … small things … but we are making our way back. 

Talking of small things.  Today’s lectionary reading was the first part of 

John  6 – The Feeding of the 5000.  Here a small boy offers, as a remedy 

for the hunger of 5000 people his own packed lunch – loaves and 
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fishes.  Jesus takes it, offers it up to God, and it becomes something 

much greater – food for 5000 people … and much left over to boot. 

A small start … a large ending. 

Likewise, Jesus offered himself up to God on the cross (spiritual; food).  

His life.  Not a small thing to give, but nevertheless ONE life, which when 

offered up led to eternal life not just for Jesus, but for 5000+++++ … for 

all.  

Jesus sacrificed his one life for the life of all of us …..one act for the 

salvation of all. 

We are called then to offer the little we have.  Whatever we are best 

at. 

Genuinely. Openly. Lovingly to God. 

And our little will grow and multiply as he develops us day by day – 

forever – to be better disciples for him. 

Blessings to all of you 

Sue 

 

News of the Church Family 

Jean Rose is much the same.  Following her appointment with the Pain 

clinic she is to receive a 'special injection' at the hospital.  Jean, we 

hope and pray that this will help to relieve your pain.  Jean has had her 

bath removed and she now has a 'wet room' which helps her 

considerably. 

We give thanks that Barbara Hawkins is now recovering, after falling at 

the top of stone stairs leading to her flat. This obviously shook her and 

has caused upsetting flashbacks. 

Janette Pender is still in Scotland but expecting to return to Brentford at 

the beginning of May.  We look forward to seeing you again, Janette. 

We've missed your smiling face!  Janette is looking forward to being 

part of EGC again . She has also missed us  

More baby news! 

Congratulations to Christina Kenny& her husband Fred, on the birth of 

a baby girl.  A Grandad again, Charles!  Exciting! 
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Sam Humphries, ,Hazel& Chris's daughter, is expecting a baby girl at 

the end of May. 

In August, Jane& Lee Horwich's daughter, Alessia, and husband Chris 

are also expecting a baby girl. 

We hope Sue& Phil Male enjoyed their short break away and feel 

refreshed. 

Everyone in our Church Family should have recently received a 

Pastoral card, giving the name of their Pastoral contact.  Please let me 

know if you have not received one. 

It was good to be able to worship in Church again last Sunday 

(the 25th), and see each other once more.  Hopefully more and more 

of our Church Family will return as restrictions are lifted. 

Meanwhile stay well and safe, friends. 

Gill Hatherall 

Recycle your Blisters -  well, blister packs 

 

I was interested to read about this recently:- UK's first medicine packet 

recycling programme.. 

 

Are you hoping to be more green this year and recycle more? 

Every Superdrug Pharmacy will have a collection box, so you can 

recycle your empty medicine blister packets. 

For every blister packet collected, TerraCycle will donate points to 

Superdrug pharmacies, to be redeemed into financial donations 

towards the Marie Curie charity.  The one in Ealing Broadway is at the 

Pharmacy section. 

Alternatively, I will put a receptacle on the tea bar in the foyer and you 

could put your blister packs in there. 

Start collecting now and start making a big impact. 

Gill Hatherall  
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Unity 

It’s May and the sun is shining and it’s dry.  What more could we want?  

Well yes, I know and as I write this I can already hear voices saying ‘the 

end of lockdown.’ And true to form, it is now raining as I type this! 

We’ve busied ourselves, despite being ‘retired’.  I always resented 

retired people telling me ‘you won’t know where the time goes when 

you retire.’  Well I do and I realise that I have taken on sorting out a lot 

of things that I didn’t pay heed to when I was working and – confession 

time here – I did use some of my time ‘working’ to sort out things that I 

now have to do ‘in my own time’!   

When I was in work, I was usually at my desk for 0730 and work really 

began then.  But, and it’s a big but, the pressure at work forced me to 

be fairly efficient (I’m not going to make any great claims of this) and 

usually by the end of the morning, if things were going reasonably well, 

I could squeeze quite a few things in to the couple of hours before and 

through my lunch break that take a lot longer now that I am retired – 

because there isn’t the need to complete them in that short time. 

The other thing is that, to keep in training for my occasional marathons, 

I used to run home – sometimes, to make up the distance by running 

via Perivale or even further out past the most obvious route home.  This 

meant that my ‘commute’ was a bit longer than it would have been 

by bike or train, but was much healthier unless breathing in the car 

fumes on the A40 counted against that.  Now I am already at home 

and have been ill so that running was out of the question.  The effort to 

get out and run away from the place is almost as much as I can 

summons and often much more! 

So I am hoping that with returning health and the easing of lockdown I 

can overcome my lethargy and get out there again.  I hope that you 

remain well and that the easing of the lockdown offers us all the 

chance to pick up our lives and to appreciate what we had – and the 

future we will have, again. 

See you in church. 

God bless you  
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Letters and emails 
 

 

From Colin and Merle 

Hello Lee and thanks for your cheerful reminder 

about channeling some 'socially distanced 

contributions and ideas' for the next issue of 

Unity. Having seen (and enjoyed) the photos of 

Michelle and Ian and daughter Emma in far 

distant Australia in the March edition of Unity, I 

decided to follow suit and send you some 

recent photos of Merle's and my- also distant, 

but not quite so far - family for your 

consideration.  

Like all of you in Ealing, we have experienced 

the trials and tribulations of lockdown over the past year in South 

Africa. One recent ray of sunshine for us was a visit over Easter from our 

Pretoria family - our granddaughter Lauren, her husband Michael and 

their now two-and-a-half year old daughter Kate. So here are photos 

of Merle and myself with Kate and an interesting - and rather historic - 

one of the four members of the direct female line of our family, namely 

Merle, daughter Sharon, granddaughter 

Lauren and great-granddaughter Kate. 

Lauren is pregnant now, expecting her 

second child in July - an event we're all 

looking forward to very much. 

So that's my suggestion for the May 

edition of Unity. As you know, South 

Africa is on the 'red list' for travellers from 

here to the UK, so we don't know when 

we'll be able to join all our EGC friends again. It's been a long time! 

Best wishes from the 2 of us to all at EGC. 

 

Colin & Merle 

 

 

 



9 

From Helen Flower, 

I thought some of you might be interested to know that two people I 

know celebrated their 100th birthdays last month. They both live in 

Colchester (where I was born and where I grew up) and, amazingly, 

they both still live in their own homes! 

Win Kenway was 100 on March 8th.  She lives alone, even though she is 

partially sighted.  She was a friend of my mum's and until the lockdown 

she attended our local church, St. Leonard's, Lexden.  Win was in the 

ATS during the war and she was stationed in Leicester.  Her husband 

was in the army and he took part in the D-Day landings.  Win and her 

husband got married in Portsmouth in 1943.  I went to visit Win on her 

birthday.  As I arrived bearing roses, an oriental lily and a card, another 

friend was leaving.  All her 100th birthday cards were spread out on the 

coffee table.  When I left, Win was waiting to receive her special card 

from the Queen.  It was a very special occasion. 

On March 14th one of my dad's former colleagues, Frank Rogers, 

celebrated his 100th birthday.  Frank and his wife, Stella, still live in their 

own home.  During the war Frank was a navigator on a Lancaster 

bomber.  Frank was a guest at the unveiling of the Bomber Command 

Memorial in Green Park by the Queen in 2012.  It is quite rare for men to 

reach 100 and it is all the more remarkable when you think that he 

could so easily have been killed in the war.  The mortality rate for 

bomber crews was very high. 

Incidentally, our American friend, Darlene Franck, was 101 on April 9th!  

She used to enjoy visiting England when she was a bit younger. For the 

last few years she has been living with one of her sons and his family.  

She is on Facebook!  She and her late husband used to housesit for 

friends who lived in Hawaii.  Darlene and her late husband owned a 

small plane and they both had pilots' licences.  They also owned a red 

Corvette and a racing-car! 

I just wanted to share these pieces of good news with you.  A few of 

the greatest generation are still with us and it is a privilege to have 

known them. 

I send greetings and my very best wishes to everyone at Ealing Green. 

May God bless you and keep you safe and well. 

Yours sincerely, 

Helen Flower 
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And finally: 

From Sue Male, 

Hello everyone, will you sponsor me? 

I have been volunteered to take up the Christian Aid 75th Anniversary 

challenge to walk 75 000 steps during Christian Aid Week.  Since I am 

likely to be in Minehead during at least some of that time I am 

challenging myself to see how many more steps than that I can 

actually take.  I will let you know on my return. 

Clearly what our churches can do this year to support Christian Aid is 

limited (although I do invite you to join me in this challenge!) and so I 

am asking if you would choose to support Christian Aid this year by 

sponsoring me.  You could either do that by committing to a donation 

of a particular amount or by sponsoring a certain amount per 10 000 

steps (up to 75 000). 

Please let me know if you are prepared to sponsor me, and I will let you 

know how it goes. 

Sue  07939150194 

  

Poetry Corner 
This month’s suggestion comes from Helen 

Scarecrow 

Dressed in the farmers' ancient coat, 

Worn, torn, and tattered, night and day 

He flutters in his field of wheat 

To scare the strident rooks away. 

His spine and hollow ribs are wood, 

Wooden the legs he totters on, 

And wood the jointed arm that holds 

The barrel of a wooden gun. 

When clods are brittle-bright with frost 

Or in the sky a hot sun burns, 

He haunts the fields like a shabby ghost 

And turns in the wind as the wind turns. 

Clive Sansom(1910-1981) 
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Little Church 

Some of you may not be aware that behind our premises lies another 

Church specifically built for children--Little Church.  It was the 

inspiration of the Congregational  Minister  Rev. Wilton Rix who  said he 

was "told by God" to build it, I began attending Ealing Green 

Congregational Church ,as it was then, in about 1943 along with my 

Mother and brother Roger.  He and I attended Little Church and made 

many lifelong friends  We would start off in Big Church and then leave 

to hold our own Service in our own Church.  We were each given a 

Little Church Book which contained suggested readings and prayers (I 

still treasure mine).  A grown-up would lead the service and give us a 

talk, but the rest was left to us--readings, collection and prayers.  I still 

vividly remember, having fallen out with a friend, my Mother giving us a 

talk on forgiveness and how my cheeks burned with shame.. (Marion 

became one of my dearest friends and was a bridesmaid at my 

wedding) 

We each had our own little chairs (I still have mine and so did Geoff - 

very precious to us) with our initials painted on.  When we reached the 

age of about 15 we were received into full Church Membership and 

the date added to our initials.  Geoff's read G.H. 47 and mine is H.S. 51 
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Little Church provided us with a wonderful introduction to the Christian 

Faith and I am so happy to have been part of this unique and special 

place 

With several of our Little Church friends passing away recently, there 

are not many of us left who were nurtured in this beautiful building 

dedicated solely to children.  It is now (fittingly) used as a children's 

nursery  We thank God and Wilton Rix. 

Helen 

May Day Breakfast 

Little Church was used on May 1st each  year for our Mayday 

Breakfast. We would get up at about 5am and hurry to Church. We 

would all process into Little Church carrying vases or bunches of flowers 

aloft,and have a short Service to welcome the Spring. We would then 

sit down to a jolly breakfast of boiled eggs and bread and butter .We 

each brought an egg and if you were very fussy you wrote your initials 

on your egg,otherwise you got what you were given. 

After this came the ceremony of "THE BUN". A Church Elder  would rise 

and read from a large scroll.extolling,in verse the virtues and good 

works of a particular person.  We had usually guessed the name of the 

recipient by the end but when the name was revealed we all cheered 

heartily and the embarrassed "Bunster" would receive a large fruit bun 

about 18" round which we all shared. After that we all set off for work 

or school. Some people may see this as a pagan ceremony but it was 

great fun ! 

Helen Harper 

 

  

Life may not be the party we hoped for, but while we are 

here we should dance. 

Anon 
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Why Chopin? 

We have here in our hometown of 

Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, a 

brilliant professional concert pianist by 

name of Christopher Duigan.  He lives 

about a kilometer from us as the crow 

flies.  During the Covid-19 lockdown 

he's been unable - by and large - to perform professionally in person, 

so came up with the idea of doing so by livestreaming hour-long 

concerts twice a week from his home, free of charge!  He's been doing 

this now for just over a year and has gained a considerable 

international following.  As I've said, he doesn't charge for accessing 

these concerts, but relies totally on donations.  Merle and I have 

followed him over the course of the year and make a modest 

donation every month.  It certainly costs less than we used to pay to 

attend his concerts in a venue in town - and we watch far more 

concerts this way! 

The link is given below to his You Tube concert from early in April, which 

was an entire Chopin evening. Do watch/listen to it and see what you 

think.  During the concert he refers to his now international audience 

and urges viewers to invite their friends to attend as well - hence this 

invitation to you the Ealing Green members.  I could imagine several of 

you would love to spend an hour or so watching Chris's performance - 

and perhaps become a Chris Duigan 'fan'. 

Here's the link to that concert:  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0sWA6fFiViw 

There are other means of accessing the concerts (we tend to favout 

Vimeo, as we've found that to be more reliable in the long run).  Chris is 

also on Facebook and his website is called Music Revival. 

I have included the link in the email that accompanies this issue of the 

newsletter, so if you have received this through your email, the link is 

there. 

Colin and Merle  
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Collection Point  

Christian Aid Week 2021  

May 10th -16th  

The May Communion Collection at 

Ealing Green will be for Christian Aid. 

This year Christian Aid week is focusing on Climate change.  

Climate chaos is one of the greatest injustices we face. Together we 

STOP this climate crisis. 

Christian Aid exists to create a world where everyone can live a full life, 

free from poverty.  Droughts are now more frequent and more intense 

due to the climate crisis.  Your gift could help a community build an 

earth dam, so when the rains do come, they will have the water they 

need to live.  Kitui County in Eastern Kenya was already in the grip of a 

climate emergency.   

Severe drought followed by extreme and unpredictable changes in 

weather has destroyed crops, killed livestock, and continues to 

threaten livelihoods, then the Coronavirus pandemic hit.  We know 

ourselves that washing hands has been vital in helping saves lives 

during the pandemic.  But what if there isn’t any water?  What if the 

nearest water source is miles away, by foot? 

Rose Katanu-Jonathan and her family, and millions of people in Kenya, 

are struggling to get enough food and water.  Rose is caught in a 

cycle of climate 

chaos.  From 

severe drought to 

flooding, extreme 

weather robs her of 

what she needs to 

survive: a reliable 

source of water.  

People like Rose 

are hit the hardest 

and need every-last drop of water to survive the drought. 

When she was a child, Rose remembers how often the rains would fall, 

giving fruit to the baobab trees and providing plenty of nutritious food 

to eat. 
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‘When I was a young girl, there was plenty of food,’ Rose says.  Now, 

the rains are totally unreliable.  The climate crisis has galvanised 

extreme weather and Rose’s community are feeling the brunt of it.  For 

months at a time, Rose and her family lives with drought.  Rose says 

“Because of climate change, I worry a lot about food.  I pray to God 

that the rainfall will become normal like it used to be”. 

Rose strives to provide for her grandchildren who live with her. She 

does all she can to give them happy childhoods, like the times she 

remembers when there was plenty of food. But the climate crisis is 

driving her to the brink. 

In times of drought, Rose sets out on a long and dangerous journey 

every morning to collect water for her family.   Please donate to 

Christian Aid during May to help communities such as Rose’s. 

 

Rev Sue Male is planning to do a step challenge during Christian Aid 

week and will be asking for sponsors.  There will be Christian Aid 

envelopes available in the church during May for you to make your 

donation.  A Circuit donation system is being set up, more details to 

follow.  You can also donate directly to Christian Aid via their website. 

www.christianaid.org.uk     or call 0845 700 0300 to make a donation. 

 

Song of the Prophets 

On Wednesday 9th June there 

will be a FREE virtual 

performance to witness the 

debut performance of a new 

orchestral work Song of the 

Prophets: A Requiem for the 

Climate. There will be an address from Dr Rowan Williams, former 

Archbishop of Canterbury, and a panel discussion with climate 

campaigners. 

Christian Aid has collaborated with Chineke! Orchestra - Europe's first 

majority-BME orchestra - and St Paul’s Institute, on the performance of 

a new piece of music based on Christian Aid’s climate change work. 

For more details go to   www.christianaid.org.uk 

Thank you and God bless you  

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
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The Back page:   May 

Restaurants are reopening.  We will be able to meet indoors (although 

the weather right now is fine, if not a little cool to meet outdoors).  

There's a surprising and eclectic range of special/religious and 

unexpected days/weeks/months on the way for May 2021. Get ready 

– your life is back.  These are a few of the things you might want to get 

involved with, or are in danger of missing!  And there’s a whole load of 

stuff that I never knew went on. 

 

April 1 – May 10 National Pet Month.  Quite how a ‘month’ stretches 

to 6 weeks beats me, but for pet owners . . . 

Apri 27-May2 National Gardening week – run by the Royal 

Horticultural Society.  So hurry up or you might miss it. 

May 1st – 30th  National Walking Month and what a month to 

choose.  Just right and just at the right time 

 National Share a story Month 

 Big Asthma bake sale Month 

 Local and community History month 

 National Asparagus Month – White or green? 

May 1st  May day – actually we get May the 3rd off as Early 

Spring Bank Holiday 

3rd – 9th  Sun awareness week – beware excessive exposure to 

the sun.  (A sure fire way to predict rain?  Let’s see) 

13th  Ascension day / Eid ul Fitr (Muslim Holiday) 

17th  Shavuot (Jewish Holiday) 

23rd / 24th  Pentecost / Whit Monday 

29th  Royal Oak Day – to commemorate the restoration of 

the Monarchy in 1660. 

30th   Trinity Sunday 

31st  Late Spring Bank Holiday 

 

Have a good one. See you next month. 


