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Welcome to Februry’s Unity newsletter.
This month’s contents are listed below. Thank-you all for your
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Did I offer peace today? Did I bring a smile to someone's
face? Did I say words of healing? Did I let go of my anger
and resentment? Did I forgive? Did I love? These are the
real questions. I must trust that the little bit of love that I sow
now will bear many fruits, here in this world and the life to
come.
Henri Nouwen
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Another message for 2021
Hello!
Have you noticed just how much people have struggled with how to
greet one another in this New Year? Somehow the simple “Happy
New Year” has not seemed adequate even though that happiness –
obviously – is our hope for one another. Not only is it our hope, but
certainly, even if things are very difficult, we will all still experience
those times of happiness and joy that sustain us. Yet, of course I
understand the difficulties with the New Year greeting, and of course I
have felt it myself!
Perhaps February takes the awkwardness in trying to fulfil that need to
Greet the New Year away? And perhaps in any case the most helpful
greeting is, “keep in touch … give me a call … or I will give you one!”
So, instead, I look around for inspiration for the February magazine
article:
Could it be the friend who told me that the high point of his socialising
this year had been three trips to the supermarket? Well, we can
certainly relate to that, and it did make me smile.
Could it be the slow trickle of people who HAVE had their first
vaccination – including my Dad – some good news amidst all the
seeming gloom? It is so good to witness people getting protection for
themselves, and in that act also protecting others by reducing the
capacity for the virus to transmit. Well done to all of those who have
already received theirs and hoping many of us will follow you soon!
Could it be the happenings in the USA – the uprising and then the
inauguration of Joe Biden? Prayers for hope for a fresh start in that
country? Certainly, the News has been busy.
All those things I could have written about but what has stayed with
me is the verse of scripture which inspired Rachel Kamara to move on
in her Christian journey when life was really difficult, and which she told
us about on Sunday 24th January when she gave us her testimony on
the Zoom worship.
“Since Christ suffered physically, you too must strengthen yourselves
with the same way of thinking that he had, because whoever suffers
physically is no longer involved with sin. From now on, then, you must
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live the rest of your earthly lives controlled by God's will and not by
human desires.” 1 Peter 4:1-2
It’s not an easy reading. Rachel has a clear and very strong faith. The
correct response to suffering. Turning to God, submitting to his will,
living life his way. In the Good News Translation this passage of the
Bible is entitled “Changed Lives”. It works on the basis of reminding us
what Jesus suffered to do God’s will – to bring salvation to us, and
instructs us that the best way for us to live is with that same
commitment to be prepared to suffer whatever it takes to do what
God wants us to do. No matter how difficult it is, God is always with us.
It reminds me of the – probably apocryphal – story of the Jews in
Auschwitz who put God on trial, the charge being that he had broken
the Covenant in letting the atrocities which they were experiencing
take place. They found him guilty, that was that, and then joined in
prayer to end the day. The response – what else would they do?
I do not at all go with the idea – sometimes expressed - that God wants
us to suffer, but I am completely convinced that in suffering he is the
“person” to turn to, and that the strength we gain from our relationship
with Him will take us through anything. And of course, I acknowledge
that personally I have never much suffered, but the testimony of others
supports this way of thinking for me.
I mentioned – almost in passing – on Sun Jan 24th, when we were
reading from Jonah at the Zoom service, that being in a pandemic
was a bit like Jonah being in the whale. We imagine ourselves in the
whale .. each with our own current stories, some much more difficult
than others, but all touched by suffering …. But we also know that in
the end Jonah got out of the Whale – by God’s will. Likewise, the
pandemic will end. We too (though I am not sure Jonah did!) can trust
in God!
Prayers for all of you. I will soon be in touch with details of what we will
be doing during Lent. Much like at Christmas, we will be following a
study course with a booklet that people can follow alone or in zoom
groups. The course is “A Methodist Way of Life” and looks again (or for
the first time) at specifically what it means to be a Methodist. It
focusses on the “Religious order” aspect of being a Methodist, which
was a big part of John Wesley’s original plan. A plan that stays alive in
Methodism through our “Order of Deacons” (The Diaconal Order) but
has been lost amongst the rest of us to a large extent – Presbyters and
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lay people alike. I am very excited by the idea of studying this myself,
and therefore especially with you. Details will follow but I am leading a
group on Monday mornings, Theresa is leading a group on Tuesday
evenings, and Rachel is leading 2 groups on Thursday afternoons and
evenings. See if one of those fits in your diary.
For those of you who would also like to study with people from other
denominations, I will also be leading a group for “Christians Together in
Central Ealing” on Tuesday mornings during Lent. This will be a course
specifically aimed at ecumenical study, called “Receiving Christ”. Be in
touch if you would like more information about that. It will again be on
zoom.
Although we forgot to discuss this after the zoom service on Sunday, I
think we can assume that worship will continue on zoom during
February. And that we will all continue to “stay at home” where
possible. We will review at the end of February to look at what we do in
March. I am always interested in your views on this however, so please
be in touch if you want to talk about it.
Please be in touch anyway.
With every blessing, and prayers for God to be with you wherever you
are.
Sue

The comic almanacs give us dreadful pictures of January and
February; but in truth, the months which should be made to
look gloomy in England are March and April. Let no man
boast himself that he has got through the perils of winter till at
least the seventh of May.
Anthony Trollope
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News of the Church Family
Please continue to pray for Jean Rose. In her words 'I'm the same as I
was yesterday and the day before, and the week before and the
week before that.....still struggling with persistent pain, but not giving
up. I' m pinning my hope on an appointment with the pain clinic in
mid February'. Keep smiling Jean, as you always do!
We send our love and sympathy to Yvonne Moyo and family, on the
death of Yvonne's Mum in Zimbabwe.
Yvonne's mother was African regional immunisation technical advisor.
At one time she worked for the World Health Organisation and
travelled the world organising immunizations, especially against polio
and malaria. Of course she was also a much loved Mum& Granny!
We continue to pray for all key workers in these difficult times,
especially those within our Church family.
Stay well and safe everyone.
We look forward to seeing each other once again, in the not too
distant future
Gill Hatherall
The Thrushes’ Nest
Within a thick and spreading hawthorn bush
That overhung a molehill large and round
I heard from morn to morn a merry thrush
Sing hymns to sunrise while I drank the sound
With joy and often an intruding guest
I watched her secret toils from day to day.
How true she warped the moss to form her nest
And modelled it within with wood and clay
And bye and bye like heath bells gilt with dew,
There lay her shining eggs as bright as flowers
Ink-spotted over shells of greeny blue.
And there I witnessed in the summer hours
A brood of natures' minstrels chirp and fly
Glad as the sunshine and the laughing sky.
John Clare 1793-1864
See page $$)
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Unity
February already and increasingly I’m getting a sense of déjà-vu,
although the reason (lockdown) isn’t one that immediately sends a
shaft of sunlight into my, or many people’s, lives. Still, the light at the
end of the tunnel seems to be real and coming closer. Several of our
more senior members have already had the first, if not both, of their
vaccinations and more are to follow in the coming weeks, so by the
time we get into summer, we may be able to contemplate life
returning to what passed for normal – although it would be premature
to anticipate that situation returning in the very near future.
We, in this country, are fortunate, and I count my blessings daily, to
have the wealth and a system that, despite its many failings, can
afford to and is getting the vaccine out to many of us. Unfortunately
there are many countries, containing the majority of the world’s
population, who are not so blessed and for whom the light we can
clearly see is just a far off glimmer – and not such a steady one at that.
On page 18 I have reprinted an article from the British Medical Journal
that I came across when looking for a charity that will help provide
vaccinations to third world countries. It seems that our Government
and some of the vaccine manufacturers are pledging some
money/production to poorer countries, but that there are no charities
to which we can donate which buy and send vaccines to those who
would otherwise not be able to provide it for their people.
Oxfam are lobbying and UNICEF are providing support for people in
danger of catching the virus, but that’s all. If anyone is interested I will
keep them informed and update you regularly in this newsletter.
The virus has demonstrated a greater adverse effect on the poorer
and underprivileged. These are the ones we need to keep in mind
while we count our blessings.
In this month’s newsletter there is a message from the Finance
Committee, and an interesting article on the Reverse Advent, that
Linda sent in. There is also a question that, in the darkness of the end of
winter (we hope), you might like to think about and a report from Pat
remembering the warmth and sunshine of last year last summer.
Oh – and before you buy those Valentine’s Day chocolates see
page 23
God bless you
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Letters and emails
From Caroline, Ralph Eveleigh’s daughter
Dear Deb and Gill
I hope you and your families are all well.
Sadly this is a message to let you know that our lovely Dad, Ralph
Eveleigh, passed away in the early hours on Monday morning, 25th
January. Judith and I spent the day with him on Sunday and Judith
was with him when he passed at about 4am.
His health had been deteriorating over the last few weeks so it is a relief
that he is now at peace and reunited with Mum. His minister Helen
had prayed for him over the phone on Sunday while Judith and I were
with him and John was on speakerphone, so it was good to all be
together. His passing was very peaceful.
We are obviously all very sad, particularly as this has come so soon
after the loss of Mum but we are grateful that he is not now suffering,
the last few years with his dementia has been difficult for him.
I would be grateful if you could let the congregation at Ealing Green
know.
Sending lots of love
Caroline
From Sarah

Please Read

Hello everyone
I do hope you are all keeping well? I have received an email + zip file
from ‘egcadministrator’ but the email address is NOT from the church
office (this one was aircraftcomp1@btconnect.com, but there may be
others used).
If something similar is sent to you PLEASE DO NOT OPEN IT. I never send
out zip files to folks generally, and it may contain something harmful. I
will normally use this email address to communicate with you, and
occasionally our iKnow Church system will also send an automated
email. If you are ever in any doubt, please do ask me if I have sent
9

anything to you. Do not reply to the email sent, but send a fresh one to
our normal email address or contact me on the work mobile, number
below.
Best Regards,
Sarah Hunter
Church Office Manager, Data Protection Lead.
07493 983983 / 020 8810 0136

From Colin,
Hello All,
I parked at Church yesterday
whilst Gill had her Vaccination.
Realised that the outdoor planter
had been refilled after the exterior
lights had been fixed. The
Contract Gardeners have
replanted – new life! See the picture.
Best wishes
Colin
[For Information re the following letter: In 2008 a group of Ealing Green
members went to Zimbabwe to meet some groups who we later
supported with donations. One was the charity looking after Harare’s
street children. This is an edited response to Colin from the senior lady
who, despite her advancing years at the time, ran the charity:
From: Alice Chikomo
Subject: Greetings from Alice: Zimbabwe.
It is so wonderful to hear from you again after a long time!
It is very unusual for all of us that we are not able to meet as families,
because of Covid 19. I spent Christmas day at home with my
grandson. I could only speak with family over the phone.
In Zimbabwe we are under a 30 day lockdown, because of a second
outbreak. Thankfully we can go out to buy supplies from time to time.
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Otherwise all social gatherings including church have been banned.
Sometimes our church sends audio sermons over WhatsApp, this helps
us to keep connected to each other. Indeed these challenges have
really brought an incredible strain on resources and finances
everywhere.
It is good to hear that you are supporting the work of the clinic in
Chinhoyi. Our health system in Zimbabwe is greatly suffering under the
current government.
In response to your question. In 2012 I retired from the street children's
program and left the work in the hands of the church. However after I
left, the church sadly failed to continue with the work. They cancelled
the program. It was disappointing.
Owing to the economic problems in Zimbabwe. The elders of the
church wanted to takeover and run the program, that is why I decided
to retire. So the church found their own administrator who failed to run
the whole program. So they sent away the blind women and their
children who were in my school, as part of my program. They said they
wanted to have girls only in the home and up to now they are still
trying to do that.
However in 2014 I started a new program, working with blind street
mothers in Harare. I had always worked with them in the past and they
came to me seeking for assistance after the old program stopped. So
in total I'm working with 22 blind street mothers and their 40+ children.
We are providing them with groceries and meals on a weekly basis.
We are also sending all their children to formal school.
When I restarted the blind women's program I made it a community
program. It is running very well and needs a lot of funding. That is why
I have been wanting to reconnect with you. I am working with my
grandson who is helping me run this. I am happy that God opened this
opportunity for me to continue serving others even at my age.
In future I would be delighted if you could also support our work in any
way possible.
Please send my love to all your friends and loved ones. Please stay
healthy and safe.
Alice.
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A message from the Finance Committee
We have been keeping an eye on how the pandemic has been
affecting Ealing Green's finances. In a recent meeting we looked at a
report on our offerings so far this financial year. We compared the
figures so far between 1 October to 31 December 2020 with the
equivalent figures between 1 October to 31 December 2019. We
thought we'd share these with you all:
Weekly offering - cash - this year: £14; this time last year £999.11
Weekly offering - envelopes - this year: £100; this time last year
£2,381.90
Offertory - standing orders - this year: £2,385; this time last year £1,340
The totals of these figures are: this year: £2,499; last year: £4,721.01
We have been unable to meet and worship together in Church. That
has meant that there have been no offertory collections during
services and so we have been unable to make offerings of cash or in
envelopes. That is why this year we have given only a total of £114 by
this means, whereas by this time last year we had given £3,381.01.
But there is good news!
Many of us have shifted to make our offerings by standing order
instead. Last year we gave £1,340 by standing order. This year we
have given £2,385. Thank you to everyone who has taken this step.
However, the total offertory overall is still roughly half of the amount
that was given by this time last year.
We have a request to everyone who used to make their offering in
cash or envelopes and who has not yet made a switch to payment by
standing order, please would you consider taking this step. It would be
very welcome.
If you are not able to make payments by standing order but would still
like to continue to make an offering, an alternative would be to send a
cheque payable to Ealing Green Church to the church office.
If you are already making your payments by standing order and feel
able to increase your current offering that would be wonderful.
If you would like to dedicate a payment to a communion collection as
opposed to the general offertory please put "communion" or the name
of the communion charity in the payment reference. If you are
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planning to make a recurring donation for a particular ch
charity, please
let Sarah know so that she can make the necessary arrangements to
pay.
Contact Sarah in the Church office (see page 2) and she will give you
our bank details; and if you want to discuss arrangements in more
detail, Sarah would be happy to spe
speak with you.
Thank you.
Colin, Martin, Valerie, Sue, Louise, Alex & Jonathan

Ealing Foodbank
Thank
hank you for supporting Ealing Foodbank
throughout 2020. In 2021 many are still
facing hardship for themselves and their
families. Your donations are still very much
needed and appreciated. The list below
is from January, but will do as a basis for February – the main thing is to
help those who have fallen victim to the present problems through no
fault of their own. Please help with:


















Savoury Biscuits, and crackers
Ready made custard, tins or cartons
Tomato ketchup
Instant drinking chocolate
Cooking Oil – 1 litre maximum size please
Vegetarian Chili and curry (Fray Bentos)
Instant coffee and drinking chocolate.
Tinned fish
Jam, Honey and Peanut butter
Size 5 & 6 nappies
Toothpaste and toothbrushes
Shaving gear – foam and razors
Shower gel and hair shampoo
Soapand hand wash / sanitiser
Washing up liquid
Sanitary towels – not tampons or panty liners
Laundry products – Powder, liquid, tablets (small sizes please).
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Reverse Advent
This sounds like a good idea. I
had just read Sue’s suggestion
in November’s Unity of doing
a ‘reverse Advent’. I was in
danger of being that grumpy
Grandma that always says
that things were better the
way they used to happen; in
this case, referring to the
opening of little pictures on
the days leading up to
Christmas for the sheer excitement of it. Was it really necessary to
have a Cadbury’s slogan in vivid purple slashed across the calendar to
say nothing of chocolate before breakfast.
I thought it out a bit before introducing the idea to 7 year old Issy.
Where should the food be? Could she choose anything out of the
kitchen cupboards? I could imagine the occasions when I would have
to ‘borrow’ from the food bag in order to cook our dinner. Should she
go to the shops and buy something each day from her own little stash
of money? This last idea didn’t appeal either. I knew we would soon
grow tired of trips in the dark to little Sainsburys.
I plumped in the end for a bit of preparation. I went to the shop with
the December list that came over my phone and bought 25 items,
some duplicated. The cashier, who I knew and always passed the time
of day with, looked askance at this load of non-perishables. I didn’t
want to be labelled a hoarder and told her what they were for. I then
cleared space in my pull-out unit for the items (not an easy task) and
stuck a gold star on the items for added identification. I decorated a
basket and stuck it on the floor.
I explained the concept to Issy when she returned from school. I can’t
say it was greeted with much enthusiasm. We had a chat about why
some people didn’t have enough money to buy sufficient food for
themselves and their family. There were questions and answers given.
The next day, the 1st December, I came down to breakfast and asked
Issy had she put an item in the basket? She hadn’t, so we did it
together. The next day though when I came downstairs she was eager
to show me which item she had chosen for the basket (as well as
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telling me which
chocolate
character she
had eaten). It
carried on like
this every day
and when she
went to visit her
Grandad in
Devon she was
anxious that I
remembered to
put food in the
basket whilst she
was away and
got her Mum to
text me to
remind me.
I thought this
worked so well
for such a little
idea. Issy got
used to thinking
of someone else less fortunate than her every day and took real
pleasure in choosing which gift they should have. “I think they would
prefer custard to soup”. “Why are we putting shower gel in?” The
basket got to look more appealing every day. I think this may well
become a Christmas ritual for this family.
Linda Field

“The shortest day has passed, and whatever nastiness of
weather we may look forward to in January and February, at
least we notice that the days are getting longer.”
V. Sackville-West
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Scam Alert
John kindly forwarded this on for the newsletter. It came through the
Online Watch Link (OWL). Please read it and don’t be fooled if this
comes to you.
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Poetry Corner
Helen sent in the poems featured in this month’s newsletter and
wondered if we would like to make this a regular feature of Unity. I
would be more than happy for anyone to send in particular poems
that appealed to them as I am sure they would appeal to many of us
in these unusual times.
On a Night of Snow
Cat, if you go outdoors, you must walk in the snow.
You will come back with little white shoes on your feet,
little white shoes of snow that have heels of sleet.
Stay by the fire, my Cat. Lie still, do not go.
See how the flames are leaping and hissing low,
I will bring you a saucer of milk like a marguerite,
so white and smooth, so spherical and so sweet-stay with me ,Cat. Outdoors the wild winds blow.
Outdoors the wild winds blow, Mistress, and dark is the night,
strange voices cry in the trees, intoning strange lore,
and more than cats move, lit by our eyes' green light,
on silent feet where the meadow grasses hand hoar-Mistress, there are portents abroad of magic and might,
and things that are yet to be done. Open the door !
Elizabeth Coatsworth 1893-1986
I Think I Could Turn and Live With Animals
I think I could turn and live with animals, they are so placid and selfcontain'd,
I stand and look at them long and long.
They do not sweat and whine about their condition,
They do not lie awake in the dark and weep for their sins,
Thay do not make me sick discussing their duty to God,
Not one is dissatisfied, not one is demented with the mania of owning
things,
Not one kneels to another, nor his kind that lived thousands of years
ago
Not one is respectable or unhappy over the whole earth.
Walt Whitman 1819-1892
With thanks to Helen Harper
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From The British Medical Journal
Covid-19: Many poor countries will see almost no vaccine next year,
aid groups warn
At least 90% of people in 67 low income countries stand little chance of
getting vaccinated against covid-19 in 2021 because wealthy nations
have reserved more than they need and developers will not share their
intellectual property, says the People’s Vaccine Alliance, which
includes Amnesty International, Frontline AIDS, Global Justice Now, and
Oxfam.1
“Unless something changes dramatically, billions of people around the
world will not receive a safe and effective vaccine for covid-19 for
years to come,” said Anna Marriott, Oxfam’s health policy manager.
Rich countries with only 14% of the world’s population have bought up
53% of the eight most promising vaccines, the alliance said, including
all of the Moderna vaccine doses expected to be produced over the
next year and 96% of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine doses.
Oxford University and AstraZeneca have pledged to distribute 64% of
their vaccine in developing nations, but at best this will reach only 18%
of the world’s population next year, the alliance said.
Mohga Kamal Yanni, a physician speaking for the People’s Vaccine
Alliance, said, “Rich countries have enough doses to vaccinate
everyone nearly three times over, whilst poor countries don’t even
have enough to reach health workers and people at risk.
“The current system—where pharmaceutical corporations use
government funding for research, retain exclusive rights, and keep their
technology secret to boost profits—could cost many lives.”
The alliance is asking vaccine makers to share their intellectual
property with the World Health Organization’s covid-19 technology
access pool. It said that AstraZeneca-Oxford, Moderna, and PfizerBioNTech had received more than $5bn (£3.79bn; €4.13bn) of public
funding in developing their vaccines.
Hoarding vaccine
The People’s Vaccine Alliance analysed eight vaccines for which
significant supply deals had been struck with national governments:
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Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna, AstraZeneca-Oxford, Novavax, Johnson &
Johnson, Sanofi-GSK, Gamaleya-Sputnik, and Sinovac.
Some 67 low income countries have made no purchases of their own
and are wholly reliant on the Covax programme—a collaboration
involving WHO, Unicef, the World Bank, and the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, among others. That programme has secured about 700
million doses, enough to immunise just 10% of the population in those
67 countries.
The country with the biggest per capita hoard of the eight vaccines
analysed is Canada, which has reserved enough for about five
complete immunisations per citizen, the People’s Vaccine Alliance
found. The United States comes second with roughly four vaccinations
ordered per capita. The UK has ordered enough for about three
vaccinations (5.7 vaccine doses) per head.
Most experts believe that rich countries will eventually donate their
unneeded doses directly to Covax, although that was not how the
programme was meant to work. The likely result is that many poor
countries will not see mass immunisation until 2022 or 2023.
One unapologetic hoarder of vaccines is the outgoing government of
the United States, as President Trump this week signed an executive
order telling vaccine makers to prioritise Americans. The order is widely
seen as an attempt to neutralise a damaging New York Times story,
which reported that in July the Trump administration had turned down
the chance to reserve as many as 500 million doses of the Pfizer and
BioNTech vaccine.2. There is no mechanism for enforcing Trump’s
order, which is purely symbolic. Moncef Slaoui, who leads the US
government’s vaccine development programme, Operation Warp
Speed, was asked at a press conference how the order was supposed
to work. He answered, “Frankly, I don’t know, and frankly, I’m staying
out of this.”
This article is made freely available for use in accordance with BMJ's
website terms and conditions for the duration of the covid-19
pandemic or until otherwise determined by BMJ. You may use,
download and print the article for any lawful, non-commercial purpose
(including text and data mining) provided that all copyright notices
and trade marks are retained.
https://bmj.com/coronavirus/usage
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The Thames Walk
We were now ready to get going with our
walk along the Thames path as far West as we
could until the holiday we had planned in
Devon in late July. At the same time we were
getting used to Lockdown and how we
stayed safe. Our next walk was supposed to
be Kew bridge to Kingston bridge. But that
would involve using London buses from
Kingston back to Ealing. We had not been on
any buses under Lockdown.
We decided it was easiest to go early
morning, when there were less people and
take the bus to Kingston from Ealing and then walk back from Kingston
bridge to Kew bridge. Yes, we would
be walking West to East, which was
not what we have intended to do.
But this would not be the only time
we did it that way, given the
vagaries of public transport and also
staying safe from Covid 19.
The bus was empty, as were the
roads, and we got to Kingston very
quickly. The sun shone and it was just
lovely to be outside again walking
alongside the river on a path we
knew well.
There is a lot of history in the
buildings and land by the river in this
area. We passed Marble hill house in
Twickenham and enjoyed that
lovely view across the river to old
Isleworth.
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Marble hill house was completed
in 1729 for George II’s mistress.
And seems to have been
occupied by subsequent royal
mistresses. In normal times there
would be a ferry at weekends
across the river. No sign of a ferry
when we were there, but we
enjoyed observing the wildlife.
We arrived at Kew in good time.
We decided we would risk taking
the 65 bus back to Ealing...and arrived
home in time for a late lunch. And
then, we were ready to go for the next
section of the walk: Kingston to
Chertsey.
Pat Sucher

In the summer of 2004, police in a Romanian Town received
several phone calls after explosions were heard all over town .
Explanation: The Romanian team had just been knocked out
of the Euro 2004 football tournament and several fans had
thrown their TV sets out of their windows.
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A Question
On one of her albums, Bright Red, Laurie Anderson posed the big one "What do you think? Are things getting better, or are they getting
worse?"
(Answer three times; the question is worth it. First answers are usually
knee-jerk. Second answers tend to be cute. Third answers to the same
question sometimes tell the truth.)
While you're working through your answers, I'll talk about Herman Kahn
and free will. He used to ponder the question of free will with his
audiences. "It's a fundamental question," he would say. "Do we have
free will, or is everything determined? I don't have an answer I'm sure
of, but I am convinced that people behave better when they think
they have free will. They take responsibility more, and they think about
their choices more. So I believe in free will."
Most people these days believe things are getting worse. Their view of
it is almost always bleak. Same thing: people everywhere are worried
about the future. Maybe that's as it should be. There is a lot to worry
about. If people fret enough, maybe they'll take measures to fix things
before things get worse.
On the other hand, how does the question play against Herman Kahn's
pragmatism test? Do people behave better when they think things are
getting better or when they think things are getting worse? If you truly
think things are getting worse, won't you grab everything you can,
while you can? Reap now, sow nothing.
But if you think things are getting better, you invest in the future. Sow
now, reap later. How you think about the future depends in part on
how you think about time.
As for Laurie Anderson, in recent concerts she told of interviewing
avant-garde composer John Cage when he was 80 - "an age when
most people are in a bad mood." She put the better-or-worse question
to him. Cage hedged cheerfully for a while and then admitted he
thought things are getting better - slowwwly.
That's just about right.
Edited from an article Written by Stewart Brand for Wired
February 10, 1995
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Valentine’s Day
This is one of the most ideal occasions
for businesses to advertise luxurious
gifts as a romantic necessity and sell
them to consumers.
History
The exact point in time of when
Valentine’s Day became a tradition is
uncertain, but historical records
suggest that a Roman pagan fertility
festival first inspired it. Later, around
A.D 496, Christian Romans adopted
this celebration into a day of feasts to
honour a martyred saint named
Valentine.
It started with Geoffrey Chaucer, who incorporated Valentine’s Day in
a poem about lovebirds finding their mate. His works influenced other
artists to produce their own versions of romantic songs and poems
about this festival. By the 19th century, Valentine’s Day evolved into
the current tradition of exchanging gifts and cards with one another to
express feelings of affection.
Chocolate was, apparently, initially served in a liquid beverage form
and was rumoured to work best as a type of aphrodisiac. The solid
form of chocolate shaped like a bar was invented by a British
manufacturer called ‘J.S Fry & Sons’ in 1847. Other chocolatiers
implemented this idea and created all sorts of flavourful recipes which
appealed to an even larger targeted audience. It was ‘Cadbury’ that
took the marketability of solid Valentine’s chocolates to the next level.
Cadbury Case Study
During the late 1800’s, Richard and George Cadbury became the
inheritors of their father’s company and succeeded in marketing
chocolate as a “sensual indulgence” to consumers. Their business
strategy involved packaging their products into a connotative symbol
of love. They created heart-shaped boxes with decorative patterns
that were visually appealing, and this design continues to be a
Valentine’s Day trend in modern society.

23

Collection Point
Healing Touch Primary School, India
Healing Touch Primary School offers
quality education to the under privileged
children from a few remote villages of
Chittoor District, Andhrapradesh State,
South India. The school provides health
care, education, spiritual and emotional
well-being nurturing, and a hot meal a
daily to the children, clothing, monthly
ration of personal hygiene kits, and transport for the children and
support to the parents when required.
Most of the families are immigrants in search of job
The wife would chisel out neat holes in the rocks while the husband
breaks them into rectangular shaped stones.
They take cash advances from the owners and have to sell the stones
at a lesser rate in-lieu of interest.
The principal will never get paid, and whenever they need additional
cash for hospitalization or family functions, it keeps increasing.
As most of you are aware, our
Church has been associated
with the children in the school
over a decade now. Initially
we supported the school with
a school bus and then some
of the members and friends of
the church started sponsoring
individual children and some
of you supported with your
individual one off donations.
At present 30 Children are sponsored by
the members and friends of Ealing Green
Church. 30 more primary school age
children are not sponsored directly.
However, some of their education and
food needs are met through the
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sponsorship money of the 30
children. The communion
collection money will be helpful to
cover some of the un-met needs of
the non sponsored children towards
their education and development.
The programme that exists in the
Healing Touch identifies the most
vulnerable and girl children who otherwise will not have gone to
school.
They are:
 picked up from their homes with the school
bus (provided by Ealing Green Church) and
after school dropped at their home.
 provided one hot meal during lunch
 provided with 5 years of schooling, where
school fee, books, note books and one set
of uniform is provided completely free.
The communion collection will support those
children to get some of the above provisions
including hot meals.
Please give generously.
John Collinbourne

.
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The Back page:
Love February
Yes it’s cold, wet and not-quite-spring-yet, but February has plenty of
other good stuff going for it. For one, it is the last official month of
Winter. We all know that March can pack a punch weather-wise, but
February is when winter officially signs off.
Easter is technically not until April, but Crème Eggs have officially hit
the shelves and it’s time for the annual chocolate-egg love affair. That
lush new winter coat you got for Christmas/bought in the sales will
come into its own now it’s actually properly cold. The days are getting
longer, the nights shorter and before you know it – it will be spring.
Apart from that:
2nd Feb – Candelmas day – and also Groundhog and World Wetlands
Day
5th Feb – Nutella Day – Yes, really. One for the connoisseurs.
12th Feb Chinese New Year - an opportunity to try dim sum - at home of
course this year.
14th Feb St. Valentine’s Day – If only he had known his name was to
become synonymous with the at-the-time-not-invented chocolate in
heart shapes.
15th Feb The day after Valentine’s day, when you can revert to normal
relations with the ones you love and cherish.
17th Feb Random Acts of Kindness Day
20th – 26th Feb National Chip week - Don’t be too hasty in choosing
what to sacrifice for the upcoming 40 days.
21st Feb Shrove Tuesday - Pancake Day
22nd Feb Ash Wednesday. Lent starts – so you can give something up
(think carefully) and consider the realities of life, the universe and. . .
27th Feb – 11th March - Fair Trade Fortnight – see Deb for details.
Have a good one. See you next month.
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