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The Church Office is open on weekdays between 10am & 3pm except on
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If you are new to the church, the following groups meet on a regular basis,
either weekly or monthly:
Afternoon Bible Study
Monday Fellowship
(fortnightly)
Choir Practice
Luncheon Club

Thurs (date TBA)
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Friday
Thursday
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Full details can be found in the weekly notice sheet
You are welcome to come to any meeting.
UNITY
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Sunday 11th March!
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St David’s Day

from Penny

1st March is St David's Day. My grandmother was Welsh and I have always had
a little place in my heart for the Welsh Patron Saint. Last year, we had a holiday
in Wales and went down to St David's, that little city on the corner of the Welsh
coast and visited the cathedral.
While we were there, I picked up a little prayer card that had on it what are
believed to be St David's last words to his followers:
'Be joyful, and keep your faith and your creed.
Do the little things that you have seen me do
and heard about.'
It is a very simple message, but isn't that sometimes what is most profound.
David did not tell his followers that they had to go out and do great things, but to
do the little things.
It is easy for us to feel that we are not doing enough. As we look around the
world, and our own country at the moment there are so many big problems. We
can watch the news and feel overwhelmed and grieved, and wonder what on
earth we can do to make a difference to the terrible situations that people are
facing.
We cannot all get involved in major projects to make a difference, we cannot all
be instigators of major change, but we can all do the little things. We can reach
out to our neighbours who are struggling; we can help at a night shelter or a
foodbank, we can give to charities – if we can't afford to give money, we can
perhaps give time to collect for them or volunteer in a shop.
There is a story about a boy on a beach on which thousands of starfish have
become stranded by the tide and are drying out in the heat. He is picking some
of them up and throwing them into the sea. A man watches him and says, 'Give
it up, lad. There are too many. You're not making any difference.' The boy
picked up another starfish and threw it into the sea and said, 'It made a
difference to that one.'
Very few of us are called to do great things. We have just heard of the death of
Billy Graham, an amazing evangelist who brought many people into Christ's
church. We give thanks for his life, but we are not all called to be like him. We
are called in our own way to reach out, to share our experience of knowing Christ
with those we come into contact with day by day, not by preaching, but naturally
in our conversations.
Most of us are called to do the little things, to do what we can, and to trust that
the God who is working in us and through us, will help them to grow.
As we continue through the journey of Lent, whenever
we feel overwhelmed or helpless, perhaps we can
pray for God to lead us to the little things we can do
that will make a difference.
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So here we are again, leading up to Easter. We are already in to Lent, so you
haven’t missed it yet, but by the time next month’s edition comes out you will be
verging on missing the high spot of the church’s year.
It’s all come a little early this year, but as global warming seems to be taking
hold, so is Spring. Down in the south here we’ve not had it anything like as cold
(and snowy) as those who live in the north, or, even worse (weather wise) in
Scotland. My sister-in-law has had to put up with more rain and snow and rotten
weather than most and hasn’t been able to set foot on her beloved golf club for
months now as it is either been covered in snowdrifts or sodden with rain – and
closed by the club authorities! Golf, up there, isn’t a high class thing at all and
she along with all her friends are just regular people (like you and me, in fact, but
with a stronger accent). After weeks of enforced confinement inside, as opposed
to outside, it’s been having an effect on her and her friends. Stir crazy would be
an exaggeration, but she’s definitely feeling the urge to get out there. How
grateful we should be that none of this has affected us here in the (relatively)
warm and pleasant south.
In March we have the World Women’s Day of Prayer. I have included a piece in
this month’s newsletter to give those of you unfamiliar with it, a bit of the history
behind it. I would also like to draw your attention to the life of Billy Graham. As
Penny has indicated, he was an amazing evangelist, but, as events have shown,
he was very human and held some views that, were they known at the time,
could have shaded our perception of him.
Last month I drew your attention to the Ealing Film and Music Festival. I went to
a film documentary about The Ealing Club. Who would have thought that we
lived in one of the most significant parts of the world, not just the UK or even
London, for the development of Blues music? And while you may scoff at that, it
is a highly influential form of the art. The Ealing Club was, in the early 70’s, the
epicentre of the worldwide movement. That documentary was presented by the
Ealing Classic Cinema Club and this month, on the theme of road trips, they
have some outstanding films in store for you. It is said that there are very few
actual plots and that one of them is a travel one. These are travel, or road, films
that are cinema classics and well worth checking out.
Speaking of seeing, this month’s Communion Collection is for Sightsavers. Your
gift, doubled by the church, will go a long way to helping people regain what
many consider the most important sense we have. As my mother’s sight
deteriorated until she is now registered blind, I realised how precious sight is and
how important it is for us at any time of our lives. Please give whatever you can
and don’t forget to Gift Aid it if you pay tax!
God bless you
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Letters and emails
None this month

News of the Church Family
Please pray for Helen Wormald as she recovers from a hip replacement, and for
her husband Bob as he looks after her. They thank folk from Ealing Green for
our prayers and get-well messages.
Please also include John Collingbourne in your prayers, as he undergoes
hospital investigations.
Jean Rose has had a flare up of her back pain, which obviously affected her
mobility. Fortunately, this has started to ease. Please pray that this
improvement will continue.
David Groves is having hospital tests. He is delighted that he has become a
grand-parent for the second time. We congratulate Richard and Alana on the
birth of their baby girl, a sister for Sophie.
Please pray for Colin Hatherall who is only slowly recovering from a chest
infection that he has had for the past month.
I have been visiting Robina Thexton for about a decade, the last four years in a
Residential Care Home in Kew. For the past year, she has only said a few words
on each visit and has been quite static. However, she has always greeted me
with a wonderful smile. Last week when I arrived, I was surprised to see her
joining in a sing-song and then an exercise class and obviously enjoying it. She
even threw and kicked a balloon from her wheelchair. The Staff were more
amazed - so much so, that they came to take photos and video her. After the
activity, Robina spoke several long sentences to me. I was thrilled and felt very
privileged to have witnessed this. I emailed her son Michael, to share the
excitement of my morning visit and to ask permission to share this news in Unity.
He visits frequently, as he lives nearby. Michael could scarcely believe it as
Robina had not spoken many words to him, or anyone, for months!
Please continue to support Robina and our other housebound members –
Margaret, Shirley and Peggy – with our prayers.
We give thanks that Marjorie James is at last getting less back pain and so is
able to be more active once more. She would like to thank all at Ealing Green for
their prayers, cards and messages of support over the last 18 months.
We pray for those mentioned above and for all who carry the burden of illness
and for their families and friends.
……………………………………… Gill Hatherall

It’s good sportsmanship to not pick up lost golf balls while they are still rolling.
Samuel Clemens/Mark Twain
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Dates for your diary.
18th March – Richard Goldstraw and a Pot Luck Lunch!
We look forward to welcoming back Deacon Richard Goldstraw who will preach
at Ealing Green on 18th March. We will be having a Pot Luck Lunch following the
service, so that we will have the opportunity to chat with him.
Do come along and bring a friend!

Easter Sunday – 1st April 2018
Decoration of the Easter Cross – on Easter Sunday during the morning service,
we hope to transform the bare wooden cross to one of colour and beauty. To
help us achieve this, you are invited to bring a small bunch of flowers or a single
bloom. It would be helpful if stems are cut quite short. Thank you.
Gill Hatherall

New Associate Pastor for King’s Hall (Urdu/Hindi)
In January the circuit announced the appointment of a new Associate Pastor to
support the King’s Hall (Urdu /Hindi speaking) church, Rev Tasawer Samuel.
Tasawer took up his duties at the start of February. In addition to supporting the
King’s Hall church, Tasawer will also preach around the Circuit so we will all see
him from time to time. He will also get involved in the Southall Schools Project
working in conjunction with rev Karen Greenidge, the Interfaith Educator.

Maundy Thursday Supper and Service
The Circuit is organising a special meal and service for Maundy Thursday (29th
March) at Kingsdown at 7.00pm for 7.30pm. We will share a hot meal and Holy
Communion together. We are looking for people from across the Circuit to help.
Please contact Rachel Bending if you would like to participate.

Pentecost Party
The Circuit is organising a ‘Pentecost Party’ at Acton Hill on Sunday 20 th May
from 4.00pm. The idea is for us to bring us all together to party and worship in a
way that enables us to get a feeling for the energy of God. Everyone in the
church is invited – you will be receiving individual personal invitations nearer the
time. Church representatives will be invited to meet together to discuss and
make food for the party together. In additions, musicians from around the Circuit
will be invited to join a workshop and to provide music for the day.

Patriotism is supporting your country all the time and your government when it
deserves it.
Samuel Clemens/Mark Twain
6

Women’s World Day of Prayer 2nd March 2018
In the beginning
The origins of Women’s World Day of Prayer date back to the
19th century when Christian women in the USA and Canada
initiated a variety of cooperative activities in support of women’s
involvement in mission, at home and abroad.
These activities centred around the following areas:
Concern for women and children – In spite of strong opposition from all-male
mission boards, from 1861 onwards women founded numerous and effective
women’s boards for foreign and home missions, whereby they could work
directly with and for women and children
The role of prayer in mission work – Since 1812 women had encouraged one
another to engage in personal prayer and to lead communal prayer within their
mission auxiliaries and associations. This emphasis on prayer led to annual
days and weeks of prayers within individual denominations.
Women’s World Day of Prayer in the British Isles
It was in 1928, at an international missionary conference
in Jerusalem, that Scotswoman Grace Forgan first
learned of the world day of prayer and brought the news
to these islands.
The first services were held:
1930 in Scotland.
1932 in England
1933 in Wales
1934 in Ireland
The Second World War was a time of great growth – drawing women together in
prayer and fellowship.
In 1941 the WWDP office in London was bombed and all property and records
destroyed. There was no loss of life and minutes recovered from members
enabled the bare bones of the first 9 years to be preserved.
Often the planning committee in London met in an air-raid shelter but every year
Orders of Service were produced and supplied to the rest of the country. This is
now part of the work of the National Committee.
It was not until the reforms of the second Vatican Council that Roman Catholic
women were able to take a full part in the day of prayer and in 1967 the day was
celebrated at a special service in Westminster Cathedral, by invitation of Cardinal
Heenan.
In 1969 the World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations encouraged Roman
Catholic women worldwide to participate in WWDP. In 1982 the service was
prepared by the women of Ireland, both north and south.
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In England, Wales and Northern Ireland there are now over 3,000 branches
holding 5,000 services every year. Last year 275,000 copies of the order of
service were printed.
It is from such roots as these that WWDP has taken its present shape – a
worldwide ecumenical movement of Informed Prayer and Prayerful Action.
Please remember the Women’s World Day of Prayer. 2nd March 2018.

What’s on at Ealing Green Church?
12th & 26th March

Monday Fellowship
1400 in the foyer

Wednesdays thru
to the 21st March

Circuit Lent Course – Led by Dr. Calvin Samuel

11th March

Family Service for Mothering Sunday with Justin
Anwar.

18th March

Deacon Richard Goldstraw will be preaching followed by
a Pot Luck Lunch

18th March

The Discipleship Group will meet. Then on 22nd April,
20th May and 17th June.

28th March

Living and Dying Well continues at 1400 in the foyer with
Ramona and Lemia

25th March

Palm Sunday service

th

1930 at Acton Hill

30 March

Good Friday – 0930 short service at Ealing Green
followed by a Walk of Witness at 1015.

1st April

Easter Sunday – 0800 Agape Service with Penny Pedley
1100 Easter celebration with Deacon Ramona Samuel.

Appeal for Book Stewards and Welcomers!
At present, we are short of Book Stewards and Welcomers for Sunday morning
services. If you able to come to church about 30 minutes early, once a month,
and do this important job, please will you volunteer so we may arrange a new
Rota.
Please speak to Helen, Gill or Colin.

Gill Hatherall
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Billy Graham
The world's best-known evangelist, the Rev.
Billy Graham, died Wednesday 21st February.
He was 99.
Dubbed ‘God's Ambassador’, Billy Graham
was famous as a global evangelist who
travelled the world preaching to an estimated
215 million people in 185 countries.
Initially he preached to white middle class
conservative audiences, but he maintained a strong resistance to segregation
and became a friend, albeit not without some tensions, with Martin Luther King.
He became a Christian at 16 after hearing a travelling evangelist and was
ordained a minister in 1939 having worked in the interim as a door-to-door
salesman. He applied the techniques he had perfected as a ‘Fuller brush
salesman’, where he had made more money than any of his colleagues, in his
chosen career as an evangelist.
He contracted mumps which precluded him becoming an army chaplain and
studied at the Florida Bible Institute becoming a full time evangelist with the
Youth for Christ organisation.
In 1949 he preached for eight weeks in Los Angeles which brought him to
national attention. In the 1950s, following a court ruling against segregation he
insisted on integrated seating at all his meetings although he maintained his
outspoken opposition to Communism maintaining it had decided against God,
against Christ, against the Bible, and against all religion.
With his growing success and reputation he took his mission and message
worldwide starting in London in 1954. This was something of a risk, as the UK
was much less a Christian country than the US, but in the event he filled the
12,000 Harringay Arena every night for three months finishing off with 120,000
attending Wembley. This was the beginning of his global crusade.
As the movement grew he travelled to and
preached in many countries. In Korea over a
million people turned out to hear him. At this
time his relationship with Martin Luther King,
suffered when he accused the latter of a lack
of patriotism as King opposed the American
war in Vietnam. That said, Graham was
generous in his praise of King on his
assassination calling him ‘a social leader and a prophet’
It was at one of his rallies in 1966 in Earls Court that Cliff Richard made his
public commitment to Christianity
As the years went by, with controversy increasing over the techniques of mass
evangelism, Billy Graham's delivery may have become more measured but the
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focus of all his rallies remained "the invitation". People were encouraged to
come to the stage and personally witness to their reborn faith.
There were problems, however, including tapes from the Oval Office after the
Watergate scandal which surfaced in 2002, where both he and Nixon were heard
clearly expressing extreme anti-Semitic views.
When the tapes came out, the evangelist apologized immediately. The head of
the Anti-Defamation League, rather generously, accepted the apology on the
behalf of all Jews. The controversy blew over, but it left an indelible mark against
Graham's legacy.
He and his wife, Ruth, had five children who have all been involved in
evangelism. Ruth died at 87 in 2007. Their children all survive him.
Lee

William Butler Yeats - on wishing to be in Ireland
William Butler Yeats was in London in 1888. He wished he was in
Ireland. Wikipedia, our ever-ready companion, quotes him: “when walking
through Fleet Street very homesick I heard a little tinkle of water and saw a
fountain in a shop-window which balanced a little ball upon its jet, and began to
remember lake water. From the sudden remembrance came my poem" His
thoughts were of County Sligo and Lough Gill where he holidayed when a boy.
He wrote this wonderful poem:
The Lake Isle of Innisfree
I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree,
And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made;
Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hive for the honey-bee,
And live alone in the bee-loud glade.
And I shall have some peace there, for peace comes dropping slow,
Dropping from the veils of the morning to where the cricket sings;
There midnight’s all a glimmer, and noon a purple glow,
And evening full of the linnet’s wings.
I will arise and go now, for always night and day
I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore;
While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavements grey,
I hear it in the deep heart’s core.
Thanks to Jonathan

Go to heaven for the climate, to hell for the company.
Samuel Clemens/Mark Twain
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Classic Cinema Club Ealing, Ealing Town Hall, Fridays 7:30pm
The theme for March - April is ‘Hit the Road’
These are moving pictures: the epitome of road movies and buddy films, along
with some acclaimed documentaries and animation. Featuring characters on the
road, on the run, on tour or on the edge, they’re stimulating and entertaining
journeys.
Friday 2nd March 7:30pm
Easy Rider 1969
95 minutes
Directed by Dennis Hopper
Starring Peter Fonda, Dennis Hopper, Jack
Nicholson, Karen Black, Toni Basil
Two drifters ride their motorcycles cross country,
chasing liberation from conformity, fleeing
intolerance, and looking for America. Amidst smalltown small-minded bigotry, alternative hippie
communes and bad trips, they may not find it. This
chronicle of counter culture was a landmark in
modern US cinema and a smash hit, and remains a
cult classic, along with its rock soundtrack.
A star-making turn for Jack Nicholson, who won
several critics awards for Best Supporting Actor.
Winner of Best First Work at the Cannes Film Festival.
Winner of a Special Award from USA critics.
Friday 9th March 7pm start Doors open 6:30pm
Thelma & Louise
1991 124 minutes
Directed by Ridley Scott / Written by Callie Khouri
Starring Geena Davis, Susan Sarandon, Harvey
Keitel, Michael Madsen, Brad Pitt, Christopher
McDonald, Stephen Tobolowsky
In partnership with the Women’s Equality Party
Ealing - There will be a fundraiser with merchandise
and refreshments.
“Somebody said get a life… so they did.” Sick of
the mistreatment and boredom that makes up their
everyday routine, two best friends embark on a
weekend holiday that takes a sharp turn into a
fugitive police chase. This fan favourite has thrills,
action, comedy, warm central characters and that
famous ending, and prompted conversations about feminism and sexism in film.
Best Screenplay from the Academy Awards, Golden Globes, and Writers Guild of
America. And Several Best Actress awards for both leads.
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Friday 16th March 7:30pm
The Gleaners & I – Les glaneurs et la glaneuse
2000 79 minutes Cert U - French with English
subtitles
Directed by Agnès Varda
The director roams the countryside to meet people
who forage fields for food and scavenge from rubbish
bins; those who reuse refuse and live off leftovers. As
these outsiders repurpose others’ discarded objects,
the film shows both poverty and thrift, waste and want,
saving and survival. With her curiosity, warm
presence and humorous narration, she guides us
along a “wandering-road-documentary”. Varda was
recently a recipient of an Honorary Academy Award.
Winner of a dozen awards for Best Documentary from critics groups, festivals
and audience polls in the USA and Europe.
Voted among the Top 10 Greatest Documentaries of All Time in a Sight and
Sound critics poll.
Voted among the 100 Greatest Films of the 21st Century in a BBC critics poll.
Friday 23rd March 7:30pm
The Adventures of Priscilla Queen of the Desert 1994 - 99 minutes
Directed by Stephan Elliott
Starring Terence Stamp, Hugo Weaving, Guy
Pearce, Bill Hunter
A trans-woman joins two drag queens to take their act
on tour, travelling the Australian Outback in a
rundown, garishly repainted school bus. Revelling in
all that is tacky, outrageous and fabulous, this camp
classic was a beloved box office hit and popular for its
positive portrayal of LGBT lives. “Roaringly comic and
powerfully affecting” – “It’s fun, daring, over-the-top
and unforgettable. It’s a road movie with attitude and
the occasional frock.”
Winner of Best Costume Design awards from the
Academy, BAFTA and Australian Film Institute.
Named Outstanding Film by LGBT organisations
GLAAD and L.A. Outfest.
Best Film and Best Actor at the Seattle Film Festival.
Best Movie at the Chlotrudis Awards for independent film.

.

Give every day the chance to become the most beautiful of your life.
Samuel Clemens/Mark Twain

Collection Point
Our mission
Protecting sight and fighting for
disability rights
Our eyes are responsible for four fifths of all the information our brain receives.
Sightsavers funds operations for people who need them, and train eye care
workers and surgeons. Through community volunteers in developing countries,
they arrange for medication to be distributed to prevent blinding diseases:
Cataracts are caused by a build-up of protein that clouds the eye’s lens, which
can lead to blurred vision and, eventually, blindness.
The condition is often thought to only affect older people, but in developing
countries it’s a huge problem for children too. Cataracts are thought to cause up
to 60 per cent of blindness in parts of Africa, and 20 million people worldwide are
blind because of the condition.
What we, Sightsavers, are doing
In 2016, Sightsavers helped to provide more than 260,000 cataract operations
Neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) are a group of parasitic and bacterial
infections that affect more than a billion people worldwide.
NTDs are most prevalent in remote rural areas, urban slums and in conflict
zones. They can cause severe and often lifelong physical impairment and affect
some of the world’s poorest people, trapping them in a cycle of poverty and
social isolation. The work of Sightsavers and partners shows that these
diseases can be prevented, treated and
eliminated.
What we’re doing
Sightsavers work focuses on treating and
preventing five neglected tropical diseases. At
the end of last year, Sightsavers and partners
celebrated delivering one billion treatments to
people affected by neglected tropical diseases
(NTDs).
Professor Stephen Hawking spoke at our event to celebrate the one billionth
treatment. He could not have been more right when he said: “Collaboration
between partners across the world over the past five years has accelerated us
closer to the elimination of NTDs than ever, making it clear that this is one of the
most successful health initiatives of recent times.”
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Throughout its history, Sightsavers has worked with partners and engaged in the
global NTD community, linking multiple development challenges across disability,
gender, global health agendas, and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH).
Platforms such as the Neglected Tropical Disease NGDO Network (NNN) enable
us to share knowledge and increase the efficiency and effectiveness of our
programmes. Coalitions and networks such as the International Coalition for
Trachoma Control (ICTC) allow us to work in collaboration with other
organisations with the same goals, ensuring
work is not duplicated and that partners are
collaborating rather than competing, and
therefore reaching more people in need with
greater efficiency.
A group of visually impaired young
women who have completed self-defence
training in India.
Partnership is essential at all levels of any disease elimination programme. At the
highest levels, Sightsavers and partners work with and support ministries of
health and national authorities. One example is the Tropical Data service, which
has been set up to help ministries of health in trachoma-endemic countries to run
epidemiological surveys. In essence, Tropical Data helps countries gather
information about where trachoma treatment programmes are needed and where
existing programmes have been a success.
Working with community leaders is vital if we are to understand the cultures and
needs of each community, which can significantly affect the effectiveness of our
programmes.
Key to our NTD programmes are the
hundreds of thousands of trained
community directed distributors (CDDs)
such as Baraka, who was nominated by
her community in Kudaru, Nigeria, to
distribute preventative treatment. Baraka
recently delivered our one billionth
treatment to seven-year-old Dorcas and is
passionate about continuing to serve her
community. Endorsements from community leaders and community directed
distributors can alleviate concerns people may have about drug distribution
programmes, meaning more people are covered and transmission of disease is
reduced.
Together, we are making significant progress in combating NTDs, but there is
more work that must be done. We each have a part to play in helping to
eliminate these painful diseases of poverty. In 2018 and beyond, collaboration
between partner organisations is more important than ever in the journey to
eliminate NTDs.
Please give generously.
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March Rotas

Could we have some volunteers for readers and the prayer rota – Please see Sarah or
myself if you are interested/willing to help. Thanks, Lee

March

Event

Preacher

Reader

Prayers

Communion
Stewards
LS, GH, HC,
CO’C

4th

11.00 am

3rd Lent Holy
Communion

Rachel Bending

Elspeth

Rachel

11th

11.00 am

Mothering Sunday

J. Anwar

Fleur

Jane

18th

11:00 pm

5th Lent

Local arrangement

Charles

Colin

25th

11:00 am

Palm Sunday

Penny Pedley

Pat

Peter

30th

09:30 am

Good Friday

TBA

TBA

Penny Pedley followed
by the Walk of Witness

Readers for next month:
April
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

Reader
Christine
Alicia
Helen
Janette
Christine

May

Reader

6th
13th
20th
27th

Charles
Elspeth
Pat
Alicia

I do not fear death. I had been dead for billions of years before I was born and had not
suffered the slightest inconvenience from it.
Samuel Clemens/Mark Twain
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